






Patestnuan court jafls Jenin ladnappen 

JENIN g) — Two men conned of kidnapping two Israeli 
soldiers ous week were on Saturday jailed for nine yeare wiiii hard 
labour by a inilitaxy coun in the West Bank Palestinian self-nile 
enclave of Jenin. “You disturbed our relations with Israel. You 
kidnapped Inaeli wldiers desfrite the Palestinian (National) 
Autbonty (PNA) being in charge.” the court’s verdict read. Israel 
ftoae its hudover of West Bank towns to the PNA for one day 
after the kidnapping of the two soldiers in Jenin on Wednesday by 
Jamal Abu Rub and Ahmad Samarah. TTie two snatched die 
giddieis in retaliation for Israel trying the same night to arrest a 
Fateh man in nearby Qabadyeh. Mr. Samarah and Mr. Abu Rub 
are members of the Black Panthers, a militant group affiliated with 
dm Fhttfa betion. Palesb'uian security forces n^dated the 
soldien’ release. The Fateh man wanted by Isreal surrendered to 
Paksdnian forces and was returned to Jericho udiere. under an 
Israeli prisoner release agreement, he was to have stay^. 
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^ King, in speech to Parliament, voices resolve to build peace 
and confront those who use democracy to fight democracy 



Fresh concepts and standards needed for new era in region 
Media should enhance own role in a spirit of responsibility 
People of Iraq have right to dignified life in freedom, justice 


Srour reelected unopposed; 
centrists win all House posts 


By P. V. Vivefcanand 

JordsD Titaes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
opened the third r^ul^ ses- 
sion of the 12th Parliament 
with a reaffirmation of Jor- 
dan's resolve to build on the 
state of peace in the Afiddle 
East and a strong warning 
agaiim uaog the Kingdom’s 
democrat as a -nieans to 
figbt democr^ itself. 

The King, in a traditional 
Speech firqm the Throne at 
the opening of Parliament's 
annual foor-month sesmon, 
friedged that the government 
woura continne the eocmoimc 
path it has been following 
and seek to strengdien the 
national economy in part- 
nership with the international 
community. 

The Mooardi, addresang 
die jmnt session of the 40- 
member Upper House (Sen- 
ate) and the ftMuember Low- 
er House, called on the 
Jordanian media to gnhang»» 
tbor role in a quit of reaponsi- 
ble freedom and away from 
abasing the freedom the 
media enjoy in the Kfogdom. 

The King, in fun uniform 
as the supreme commander 


of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces, paid high tribute to 
the Kingdom's security forces 
and military and pledged that 
die government would pro- 
vide them with advanced 
means to fiilfill their duties in 
the country's defence. 

“My government will ex- 
tend every support to our 
Armed Forces and security 
departments by providing 
state-of-the-art weaponry 
that will enable them to cany 
out their noble duties effi- 
dentiy and with distinction,*' 
the King told the session, 
whidi was attended by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. EBs 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prinoe Hassan, other mem- 
bers of the royal family. 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and his Cabinet 
and a lai^ge number of prom- 
inent dtizeos. 

On other issues, the King 
told the lawmakers gathered 
in the refurbished Parliament 
House that Jordan would 
continne to seek to build 
better inter-Arab relations 
and contribute to Arab de- 
velopment. 

He said Jordan would also 
e^eit coatinu«j effints to lift 
the five-year-old intemation- 
d sanctions “against the peo- 


ple of Iraq who have never 
thought twice about fulfilling 
their duty towards their na- 
tion, in whose defence 
made a great sacrifice.** “We 
firmly believe that it is their 
right to enjoy a free and 
dignified life within the 
framework of freedom, 
democracy and jcstiee,*' said 
the King in the address, 
which was broadcast live on 
Jordan Television and Radio. 

Warning those who abuse 
the democratic atmosphere in 
Jordan, the King said: 
“Democracy does not mean 
anarchy or transgressing the 
coim^’s law and order. Nor 
does h mean barmi^ nation- 
al unity, denigrating every 
aecompliishmeDt, and assassi- 
nating the good reputation of 
our country and people.” 

It was an hnptidt reference 
to some of Jordan's profes- 
tional associatioQS and un- 
ions, whidi have been ac- 
cused by the government of 
misusing their powers and 
trying re serve political objec- 
tives away from their man- 
date.” 

"We will continue to 
observe this phenomenon 
which fight deuiocra<Y in the 
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By Sa*eda giiant 
SpedaJ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Centrist law- 
makers on Satnrday won all 
seats of the Lower Honse of 
Parliament's Permanent 
Bureau, defeating rival 
candidates despite a strong 
showing by the oppositioD, 
with at least 10 more deputies 
voting in its frivour than 
usnal. 

Incumbent Sp^er Sa'ad 
Hayel Sronr retained his seat 
by acclamation after the Isla- 
mic Action Ftrat bloc, which 
bad insisted on fiddi^ De- 
pu^ Abdnllah Akafleh, ab- 
rained from nominating a 
candidate for the post. 

Centrist Ab^ Baqi Jam- 
mo, Che oldest serving mem- 
ber in Parliament and who 
was fielded by the A1 Ahd- 
led National Action Front 
bloc, won the seat of first 
deputy by 43 votes against his 
ri^ Ish^st Deputy Abdul 
Rahim Ekonr, w^o secured 
33 votes. There was one 


blank vote. 

The post of second deputy 
was won by centrist Moham- 
mad Thoueb, who beat leftist 
Khalil Haddadin by 44 re 32 
votes. One vote was blank. 

Mr. liioueb was buked 
the National Front bloc led 
by Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Raonf Rawabdeh. 

Centrist deputies Moham- 
mad Huneiti and Salem 
Zawakfeh won tbe posts of 
two assistants to the speaker, 
beating their only rival Faw- 
waz Zou'bt. 

Seventy-seven deputies 
were present in Saturday's 
session; indraendent Deputy 
Ibrahim Shahdeh and Islam- 
ist deputies Abdullah 
Akaileh and Hammam 
Sa'eed were absent. 

Shortly after the electioDs. 
opposition deputies con- 
tended that the four-month 
regular session would witness 
closer ioteinctioD among de- 
puties, paiticalarly between 
the opposition and indepen- 
dent d^uties. 


The government “commit- 
ted a terrible mistake,'' 
Islamist Deputy Abmmad 
Kasasbeh said. “We cried to 
reach a deal over the House's 
Permanent Bureau but they 
(the government) refused. 
(Apparently) they aim at iso- 
lating the opposition.” 

Mr. Kasasbeh asserted that 
more votes would have gone 
to the oppx)sition had His 
Majesty King Hussein shown 
more lenient tovrards the 
opposition in his speech 
made in the opening session. 
Mr. Kasasbeh said he be- 
lieved that some deputies 
were influenced by the 
speech, which made several 
r^rences to the democratic 
process in Jordan. 

“Our democratic process 
has now taken root and has 
become a remarkable model 
commended by our friends 
and envied by chose who 
bode us well,” the King said. 
But “democracy does not 

(Contfamed on pi^ 7) 


' ' Malaysian leader 
meets Prince 
Abdullah 

KUALA LUMPUR (Petra) 
— Saltan TSnko Abdul Rah- 
man of Malaysia on Saturday 
- received His Ro^ Highness 
Prinoe Abdullah, currently 
visiting Malaysia. Prince 
Abdallah conveyed a mes- 
sage from Ifis Majesty King 
. Hussein to the Malaysian 
monarch concerning bilateral 
relations and ways to en- 
hance them. The Malaysian 
King gave a similar message 
. to ranoe Abdallah addressed 
. to King Hussein. 

Settlers shoot at 
. W. Bank homes 

" OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
' (R) — Five Jewirii settlers 
shot at homes in the village of 
Urif sooth of the West Bank 
. . town of Nablus on Saturday, 
Urif residents said. They said 
. no one was hurt and only one 
; house sustained damage. 

Israel 'copters 
attack Hizbollah 
bases 

MASHGARAH (AFP) — 
Two Israeli Cobra helicopter 
gonshqK fired mi^M at Hiz- 
bollah positions in the Bekaa 
Valley, the organisation said. 
The helicopters unleashed 
four missiles and raked the 
area with machioegun fire as 
tbe guerrillas shot back. 

GCC ministers 
prepare summit 

MUSCAT (AFP) — Foreign 
ministers from the six Gw 
Arab states opened talks here 
Saturday to prepare tbe oiga- 
nisatioa's summit which 
be^ Monday, officials said. 
The Gulf Coopmtion Coun- 
ci] groups Saudi Arabia, tbe 
' United Arab Emirates, 

; Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and 
. Oman. The fight against ter- 
rorism and the embargo' 
gainst Iraq will be among 
ine key to^ discussed. 

Saudi prince’s 
guards jailed 

p CAIRO (AFP) — A court on 
Saturday jail^ two body- 
guards of King Fahd’s 
brother for three months af- 
tw they beat up two Egyp- 
^ans in a case which causw 
^ here. Interior Minister 
Hakan A1 Aifi ordered that 
the American and French- 
man be expelled and per- 
manently barred from Egypt 
8her their release. 


France, Jordan sign military accord 


By P.V, ^^vefcaiuiml 

Jordan Times Staff R^xater 

AMMAN — France and Jor- 
dan on Saturday signed an 
agre^ent on milttary ooc^ 
eration that envtei^ joint 
exercises and training prog- 
rammes as well as Freodi 
technical assistance to the 
Kingdom’s Aimed Forces. 

The agreement was signed 
by French Defence hfii&ter 
Charles MiUon, who began a 
two-day visit to Jordan on 
Saturday, and Prime NGoister 
and Defence Mimsfer Sharif 
Zeld Ben Shaker at the Prime 
hGnistiy after a round of 
talks. 

Mr. Milloo, who was later 
received by His Majesty King 
Hussein at the Royal Court, 
told reporters at the Prime 
Bfinistry that the agreement 
provides for “strengtheniiig 
consultation, trainiiig (milit- 
ary personnel) and coopera- 
tion in joint exercises and 
manoeuvres.” 

Precise details of file agi^ 
roent, the first of its kmd 
between France and Jordan, 
were not immediately avail- 
able. French Ambassador 
Bernard Bajolet recently told 
an Inform^ press briefing 
that the accord was a broad 
framework “encompassing 
different aspects of coopera- 
tion.” 

Mr. Bajolet, who attended 


die signing along with a de- 
legation accompanying Mr. 
Nffilon, said the aooc^ in- 
cluded a separate annex for 
joint nulitartr exercises. 

Jordan has 31 Frendb-built 
Mirage aiicraft and a Aeoch 
team offers regular uudnte- 
oance to the aircraft. 

In 1989, Jordan was forced 
to cancel a oeai^ Si bilKon 
Mirage deal with France 
when it found itself under 
heavy financial difficulties. 

Ambassador Bajolet de- 
scribed the accord rigned ou 
Saturday as a "refiection of 
our sohdaiity with Jordan 
and French willingness to 
give more snbstanoe to our 
relationship in defence.” 

Jordan to a long-standing 
agreement with tbe United 
States on mOitaiy colora- 
tion, and the annw for^ of 
the two countries have con- 
ducted regular joint exer^ 
dses, die last in Ai^iust. 

Mr. MiUon said the issue of 
French military sales to Jor- 
dmi was not discussed at die 
Prime Ministry meeting, 
sriiicfa covered a review of 
“the sitnation in the hfiddle 
East as well as international 
affrirs.” 

France "appreciates tbe 
role of Jordan and King Hus- 
sein” in the Middle East 
peace process, said Mr. MD- 

(Continwid oa page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday presents the 
A1 Kawkab Medal of the First Order to French 
Defence Minister Charles Millon (photo by Yousef 
Allan) 


King Fahd is doing well - Prince Sand 


CfHnlNned agoiqy dispa t efa e s 

SAUDI ARABIA’S King 
Fahd, who has been hosptal- 
ised since Thursday, is in 
"good health,”' Foreign 
BGnister Prince ^od Al Fais- 
al told tbe offidai UAE news 
agenqr on Saturday. 

The prince, speaking on 
arrival in Muscat for a meet- 
ing of Gulf foreign mioisteR, 
atfoed that a statement on tbe 
long’s healih would be issued 
in RiyaA on Sunday. 

The ^year-old Id^, who 
suffers from diabetes, has 
officially been undergoing 
“routine medical tests’* in tbe 
Saudi capital since being 
admitted to hospital at dawn 
Thursday. 

Arab diplomats in Riyadh 
said late Friday that he had 
suffered a heart attack, but 
there was no confirmation 
from Saudi Arabia. 

“Praise be to God, the 
medical tests are reassuring.” 
tbe king wrote in a message 
to IQng Hussein, which was 


publish^ by the Saudi press 

on Saturday. 

A royal statement to said 
siiiipty tbe tests showed die 
long “was in good health.” 

No eiqdanatioa to been, 
given of what kiiid of tests 
King Fahd is undergmng, 
and there have been no 
^4s^on or radio broadcasts 
showing him in tbe hoqiital. 

Several other Arab and 
world leaders have inquired 
ato the king’s heahn, in- 
cluding Syrian President 
Hafez Al ^sad. Spam’s King 
Juan Cartos; and former U.S, 
President George Bush and 
former Secret^ of State 
James ‘Baker. 

“We have beard a lot of 
rumours and speculation but 
nothing has been con- 
Qnned," a Western diplomat 
in Riyadh contacted from 
Dubai in tbe United Arab 
Emirates said, asking to re- 
main anonymous. “Every- 
thing here is nonnal except 
for the rain.” 


He said a good indicator of 
the king's beahfa would be 
liriietber he took part in the' 
threoKlay summit of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCO 
due to open Monday in Mus- 
cat. 

A statement by the Omani 
court on Saturday dropping 
the usual reference to “their 
majesties” attending the 
summit was an indication 
King Fahd mi^ not attend, 
pofitical sources said. 

'The statement reported by 
die Omani News A^n^ did 
not spell out die names trf die 
lead^ who would be aneod- 
ing tbe sttmmit. 

It was worded: “Official 
wetcoming ceremonies will 
be held for their highnesses 
the leaders of council states, 
where IBs Majesty Sultan 
C^boos Ben Said... will be 
on hand to receive his 
brotbeis, their fairnesses the 
leaders of tbe ootmcil states.” 

King Fahd was due to bead 
Riyadh's delegation to the 


annual summit of tbe six- 
nation GCC, wbicb Saudi 
Arabia leads. 

The sources pointed out' 
tfaat tbe Omani statement 
would have normally stated^ 
“Their majesties and their 
highnesses tbe leaders of the 
couDdl state,” if King Fahd 
was to attend. 

The sources said the king- 
dom was Kkely to be repre- 
sented in Muscat by Saudi 
Cro^ Prince Abdullah. 

Saudi television said the 
Lebanese and Sudanese pr^ 
klents telephoned to inquire 
after the health of the king. 

Saudi offidak told Reuters 
on Friday that King Fahd was 
still in hospital, but could not 
say when be would be dis- 
charged. 

Although litde has been 
disdosed publicly about King 
Fafad’s health, be is known to 
suffer from diabetes. He is 
overweight and uses a walk- 
ing stick for relief from a 

(Cemlnned on page 7) 


PNA refuses guaranteed seats 
for women in self-rule council 


GAZA CTTY (Agencies) — 
Pakstiman leaders on Stor- 
day rejected a proposal to 
guarantee seats ror women in 
die self-nile council to be 
elected next month but 
agreed to reserve places for 
the Christian minority, offi- 
cials said. 

The decision was taken at a 
meeting diaired by Yasser 
Arafat wbicb brought 
together tbe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee, 
Paiestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) and opposition fi- 
gure to discuss tbe draft 
election law for the poll sefae- 
dnled for Jan. 20. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas, and tbe 
Popular Front for the Liber- 
ate of Paiestme (PFLP) and 
tbe Democratic Front for tbe 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) represented the 
opposition, while Islamic 
JAad was absent. 

Tbe final version of the law 


was expected to be approved 
overni^t. 

International Cooperation 
Mintster Nabil Shaath said 
that the participants bad re- 
jected a proposal to reserve 
seats for women in the 82- 
membCT autonomy council. 

“The question of seats for 
women to been resolved,” 
be said. “There won’t be any. 
We shall allocate no special 
seats for groups, apart frtim 
Christians from Jerusalem, 
Ramallah and Bethlebem.” 

It was up to the PalestiniaD 
parties to nominate women 
candidates so that some coidd 
be elected, be said. 

Mr. Arafat's main Fateh 
faction of the PLO “will 
nominate 16 women amongst 
its candidates. We call on foe 
other parties to do tbe 
same.” 

There are around 75,000 
Palestinian Christians con- 
centrated on the West Bank, 
mostly in East Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem, accounting for 


almost half the population of 
the latter. 

Saeb Erakat, Palestinian 
Diinister responsible for the 
elections, said many amend- 
ments bad been proposed 
since foe first draft. 

“There will be a lot of 
changes in the election law 
but tbe date remains the 
same. Tbe elections will take 
place on January 20,” he 
said. 

Economy Minister Ahmad 
Qouriea added “there was a 
consensus that we bold the 
elections without delay on 
the scheduled date, that is 
Jan. 20.” 

It will be tbe first time 
Palestinians will vote in their 
own genera] election. 

Two parallel votes will be 
held — to dioose the self-rule 
council, and to elect the pres- 
ident of an executive to be 
drawn from foe coundl. 

Some 890,000 P^estinians 

(Ccmtiiiiied on page 7) 


Bosnia accord 
under challenge 


Russia 
‘is not 
dropping 
Syria’ 

BEIRUT (R) — Russia’s 
military cooperation ^ree- 
roeni with Israel does not 
mean it is abandoning hs ties 
with Syria or other Arab 
countries, Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Viktor 
Ppsavmyuk said on Saturday. 

Spealdog during a brief 
visit to Bemt, Mr. Posavaly- 
uk said tbe accord Russian 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev signed in Tel Aviv 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Shhnoo Peres on Friday did 
not conflict with Russia’s re- 
lations with Arab countries. 

“We have not abandoned 
.Syria and we have stitmg 
relations with her as we also 
have had military coopera- 
tion for a long time,” Mr. 
Posavalyuk said in reply to 
questions at a news confer- 
ence. 

“We have agreements that 
call for militaiy cooperation 
with many Arab countries. I 
don’t see any contradiAion. 
We have been saying that 

(Contfamed on page 7) 


Combfaied ^enty dispatdies 

THE PEACE agreemenr 
sifted last month by the lead- 
ers of ex-Yugoslavia 
appeared to fait serioiis sna^ 
on Saturday, but foe United 
States, which mediated foe 
accord, and the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) signalled their de- 
tennxnation to press ahead 
with foe implementation of 
the deal. 

Bo^an Serb army com- 
mander General Ratko Mla- 
dic rejected the U.S.- 
brokered peace deal, saying 
some of it would have to he 
renegotiated. 

In his first comment on the 
ract, agreed last week in 
Dayton, Ohio, Gen. Mladic 
was quoted by foe Bosnian 
Serb news agney SRNA as 
saying: “ScHk cannot agree 
with foe Dayton maps, u^er 
which some territories In 
which Serbs have lived for 
centuries have been banded 
over to foe Croat-Muslim 
coalition.” 

Gen. Mladic told Serb 
troot» in Vlasenks, eastern 
Bosnia, foat a better solution 
had to be found for some 


disputed territories, particu- 
larly Serb suburbs of 
Sarajevo which are due to 
come under Muslim-Croat 
rule. 

“We are warning that we 
cannot let our people live 
.under butchers’ rule, and a 
just solution, especially for 
Sarajevo, must be found.” 

U.S. peace negotiators 
have already ruled out any 
renegotiation of the Dayton 
accord making Bosnia a sing- 
le republic divided into a 
Muslim-Croat federation and 
a separate Serb state, which 
is due to be signed in Paris on 
Dec. 14. 

Gen. Mladic did not take 
part fat peace talks in Dayton, 
since he and the Bosnian 
Serb “president,” Radovan 
Karadzic, have been indiaed 
for war crimes by an interna- 
tional tribunal in the Hague 
and would have been liable to 
arrest. 

It was Gen. Mladic’s first 
comment on the accord, and 
his first reported appearance 
in public since the initialling 
of foe agreement of Nov. 21. 

Tbe president of the Croat- 

(Coatinaed oa p^e 7) 
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Iraq says U.N. 
barred Russian 


medical plane 


Group 
reports 
killings, 
torture in 


Lebanese minis ter slams I Egyptian 


Beirut port management 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
said ca ririd^ a comnittes 
e a fo rd ng smcdoas 
had jinCT C iit e d a Russian 
plane from takmg a 
meat off mecicines to Bagh- 
dad. 

. **Hie Saactions Goomiit- 
tee has preve n ted die ffig^ 
of a speciai plane from 
Rngg'a wiacfa was due to 
transport some badly 
needed metfidnes to Bagh- 
dad last Ftidsy,” Health 
Mmister Umera MatSiaC 
'Mnbaiak was quoted 1^ 
Iraq’s ofSria! news agency 
INA as saying. 

Bifr. Mnba» said baq 
<fid not Idoow why the com- 
mittee bad bazred the 
and that contacts were 
jbamg made to aBow tfae 
plane to bih^ tSie metfi- 
■daes. 

Iraq is under an air 
e m b a^ and stiet trade 
smctioos, im.indiiig a ban- 
on its oil eaqwrts, since its 
mvaskm cf EUnvait m 1990. 

The U.N. Food and 
'A|riadtare Organisatson 
-said on Friday tiiat dm 
sanctious bad been 
'leqwnsible for the death of 
'more than 560,000 children 
since the Golf war ended in 
1991. 

: Dr. Mabarak aaid 
Bahrain was sending medi- 
cmes worth $30,000 to Iraq 
thr o u gh the IntenutiDiial 
Committee of -die Red 
'Cross and a sfaqmient ai 
medicaies firom ^jpt was 
on its way. 

. Red OesoBot societies of 
tbe United Fnw r al f s 
Averin were also seadog 
medemes, he said. 

But the nxsfical aid Iraq 
was reraivB^ iir^niar and 
znsnfSdent, Dr. Mnbaiak 
added. 

He said Iraq used to an- 
port SSOO atiiKfn wmth off 
'medkancs a year mid a 
Se emity Coninl offer to' 
'baq of a oae>daie oil ale 

to pay frtr n>ygf I mmanita . 

zim needs vraoid not ooncr 
Ba^idairs needs. 

' Baghdad has tnmed 
down tbe offer, saying its 
terms violates Iraq’s 
soverei^zQr. 

Last week an official 
sooree at die Healdi Bfins- 
try said that Iraq was in 
mSBnt seed of dn^ word! 
$2G0 miDkm to treat pa- 
tients suffering from duo- 
me (Sseases. 


**Tfae hGnistiy of Healdi 
has confirmed that the 


Mogadishu 


from efarome tSse as es fifce 
heart ailmeid, dzabetos and 
c anc er exceeds ti00,000,** 
Ibe s oui ce was gno^ 
the official Al oaq dmiy 
newipaper. **They need 
life-sarag drugs worth 

$200 milKQn gnrmall y ** 


Chotan kBb three 


Three peofde have <Sed 
in n orthOT baq from a 
cfadera ondmak snssected 
to have afleded 51$ peo- 
ple, the W orld Health 
OKOBsadon (WHO) said. 

'The outbreak, which be- 
gan m rtn th^ fO 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — A 
Somali dan has caialc^oed a 
wave cf inw«3ii ridits vi<^ 
dons in tbe Sobd^ capital, 
saying its members are fre- 
qpendy tortnied or kiBod ^ 
nval groups bok£ng power in 
the nocth and sooth of the 
diy. 

Qvahint Mohammad Dine, 
a qgo k e sman for foe Som^ 
tohr-'rrn Mold Oigansadon 
(SAMO), the Jareer dan’s 
poCdcai orgmnsadon, told re- 
protexs that its members h&d 
been toctnred and SoQed \sj 
General Mohawtrwari ratah 
Aideeifa Habr Gedzr das 
whidi controls southern 
Mogadisfan. 


to eaqierls at die U 


& said dim at die reqoest 
off b ag’s Health Miiiittry a 
WHO coosiritast had been 
m the 

in nofdieni baq, where all 
of die known cases were 
located, fag tfae past wedc. 


*qn his initial tegatl, be 

yiri fh ff- ytngfirm n« it nAw 

c om rol and die ontbseak 
was not sp r ea din g at a 
dr ama ti c jqieed . b is con- 
dned and tbe mnriber of 
cases is dfopping eadi 
day,** Mar ia gfe m, cocnE- 
nator of WHO’s_€halera 

p an gr a twfi M , tnM Rente& 


were snfajectod to 
**k31mgs, to r t ur e, hsrrass- 
ments a^ d^ra^tfons” in 
die sonth of the cap^, be 
flCCQSffl^ AkteecTs 
sup p orte rs of ^xmaoring the 
worst famnan r^its vidmicas 
in fionafe. 

He quoted as examples 
Bmstm Badnr, beaten to 
desdi after being tortured for 
■ nrne days, Afi Yoosef Hus- 
sein, wto was caAratsd and 

TTiMaiw Ih faWfw Wa«ani aftn 

was beaten and faozig opride 
down from a tree whh fazs 
hands df^ 


Only 264 cases of the 519 
s mp e ctcJ cases bad been 
c onfinn e ti , a ccOT J ngtotiie 
WHO * s weekly 
qiideaniotogscai bnOeda. 

Tbe Geneva-based agen- 
cy said it had made 
dUe eim^'al soppfies for 
treating Hhofata, an axfoc* 
tfoaS awrf tin I’ III 

rial ffsease vridi s e vere in- 
testinal lymptoms. 


The ba^ News Ageocy 
re p ort ed on Thorsday Iraq 
was measnres to 

contain tbe spread- of 
dbcrieia. 

The acency quoted 
Health RtoBter huibacric 
as saying the au tho ri t ie s 
Imve snoa reded in pre v eut- 
ing cholera from spreadiu g 
otoBde cf nmdieni baq, 
home to some four nrilfioa 
Emfob 


Dr. Mnharak called for 
strict m e a s nr es to p re v e nt 
cholera fitMn spieadSng 
oobdde of the iqfoo- 


Mr. Hosseia told reporters' 

that Ailing Iqs mtoTTOgalUHX. 

mificiamett of Gen. Aideeefs 
Somali Coagress/Someli 
National Alliance (USC/ 
S4A) poored eoneszve add 
onto ids asd used a 

pestle to crash his testides. 

sh«Hi Jama Haji Hassem, 
a Jareer serving in Ges. 
Aideed’s government as 
labour mzoister, visited nas- 
S3ZL in fcC6p(Cal bet marie no 
commeu dcs(£e being vfs- 
ifaiy apparent^ for 

fab own security , anises sakL 

Mr. Hasan has been pot in 
a sofitaxy ward where rspor- 
teis have not been allowed to 
iiile r vi e w tdm, but ins rda- 
tives said Friday that it was 
im poss i Me be coold have 
-steden SQnjarreb: of foel 's 
diarged. ' 

Ha«t¥i Mcrttamiwad HUT, 

iriio was freed by U50SNA 
aiilitiainea after relatives 
nid a 300,000-Soina6 
^45) xansom, lost use cf his 
arms after be^ tortarsd m a 
ba3£iq{ next to tbe isesideai- 
tiai paig» of late SmoaO dio- 
tatofMohainmadSiadBane. 


BESRUT (R) — Lebactn’s 
Traaspon Minister Omar 
Miskawi has accused the 
R ai. ' jt pfBf gAniwiegati o fl of 
foccmp<RBDce and cocnipticn 
asd aaid k was amtroDed bn 
foiffier civfl war "i**t^»* 

He said foe Sints Mn^m 
mavemest a s^mer 

StQst^ led by Fariiament 
Spyi'Rer Nabth Berri, tfae 
^n-baoian Habollah (Party 
of God) fighting Israeli 
tracts in Sooth Lebanon, 
sad the Lebanese Forces, a 
banned fanner 
tfc n fra fled pert c£ the omotB 
and poti 

“Erecybody has a share... 
Amal hffi a foare, HtrixiOab 
hm a snera and the Senner 
Lebanese Forces milxtia has a 
shar e as weU,” the conserva- 
tive Seinzt daily Ai Nahar 
quoted Mr. Miskawi as 
raying. 

As transpert mink ter, hfr. 
MIskawi has respocsibiEty- 
for foe port Beirnt winefa is 
the mam gateway for Leba- 
non’s trade. 

Hjs angry statement fol- 
Jotred a six-day strike by the 
2,500 do<±eis that paralysed 
^ port in pro te st at big 
failure to approve a pay 
agreement workers reached 
iihh oanageemet last Jane. 

Mr. MIskawi, whose re- 
marks were poblisbed on 
^nrsday, withdrew bis 
dsaigs ag^nst Hizbollah on 
Friday, saying be had smee 
learned fofo ^ Muslim ftm- 
daaectalis; movemeat had 
nc representative in the 
port’s ^ickscs. 

However, he did not re- 
tract his caazges aywwiw the 
etbsT ex-mfljdas or the port 
adrnidstzatiaa asd staff. 

“The present a dmim stra- 
tics is set capable cf manag- 
ing the place cr exerting any 
contr ol on tbe forces on dm 
groaxKL.. hs weaknesses have 
led to amiztzzy fay the p o w a s 
on tbe fTOGod. and the gov> 
er as agafa ccccera has baled 
down to pleasing these 
frnces,** be sakL 

He acaised the oommitl ee 
of Qxlicg to make a wortfa- 
whOe effcit to develop or 
modernise tbe port atnd of 
wasriag 42)'im!£dn Lebanese' 
psesds (5262,500) on eqeSess 
research cm developnieat of' 
foe foaitn basin. 

Mr. Mskawi aho accosed 
docirers and port employees 
cf rlpa i a g ac the treasnry: 
**Masy of them have beCT 
paid overtinie boms wfaidi 
foey acaaEy sp^ at bome, 
and their salaries tuve be- 


come tfae highest io 
B togte r /a cean preta.*’ 


Arab-Americans support U.S 


WASarnGTON (USEA) — 
At a press conference in 
Watifoqtoo* A SnMto of Arab 
Americ an s aimogncffri their 
^ si qzpq rt for Resident CBo- 
ton^ frian to send 20,000 
U.S. troops to Bosnia as part 
die NATO peacekeeping 
force fiAriring tbe signnig (rf 
foe Daytoo peace aesoRfe m 
Paris on Dk 14. 

*We fed foere is i» offer 
dioice. Tbe President made 
tbe E^fat choice and we wiB 
' su p p ort him,** said James 
Zogby, piesdent of tfae Arab- 
AineM an TMtitutg (AAI). 
i Bfr. Zogby desetabed the 
^aeadea f s pnqx^ as **a- 
co n i a geoBS but risky move 
.(because) can be, 

■ gua r an t e ed in Bosma.” Be 
'added that his oigaa sat io n ’s 
ieodoisement is being made 
on of a variety of 

ethnic and r^gioas graiqjs 
ffroi^KJot the United StaM 
asd n>e*tdms Ameiicans of 
Z a ster u E arop e an and Jew- 
sfa orisns. 

Ail ffese gronps agree ffat 
**topreservedemocxa^,ae- 
ate peace and support human 


limits and fteedom is ciltiud 
and in ffe post-edd war 
world is desperately 
n e ed ed , " Mr. Zogby said. 

**11iB shrill cries of isaia- 
tionism are wroi^,*’ fafr. 
Zogby d e c l ared , "ner can- 
itoC stand. What is at stake 
here a for too modi to aQow 
as to didvel back to onr 
border s and deny America’s 
role in tbe world.” 

The Dec. 1 press confer- 
ence was held at the 
Waffmglon headquartea d 
its co-sponsor, the American 
M uslim Coandl (AMC), 
Acoon&ng to Abdnnffnian 
A lamo o di , AMCs Exec utive 
Director, in Bosnia- 
Hexzegovms, “ail parties... 
have set as^ tiieir differ- 
ences and decided ffat ffe 
cost of war is modi faid>er 
ffan tbe cost of peace." 

In a statement asue d by 
bodi feaders, they noted, 
**lhe aiteinmive to this peace 
is an nntiiinfcable letuiu to a 
devastata^ and pcssibly cx- 
nao c Eng war.- the (Iftnted 
States) has protided lead-, 
e iiliip and for ffat we are 


thankfol and sufqxuUve. We 
win mobilise om constitnea- 
des and all Americans to 
work to siqqvort the presi- 
rioit^ ]dao." 

In con|miGtion with ffe 
press conference, Kfaaied 
Safbri, ffrector cf ffe Amer- 
ican Force Sor Bosnia, a 

ffwalHinw ui^rifiim ethme eg. 

figioos groups m the U.S., 
.annanneed fftf tm Decenfoer 
5, fab organisation wiS deliv- 
er a stofemeitf to aU members 
of Cougieu lequesting ffat 
U.S. troops be sent to 
to bdp secure an 

JI M * * 

Fdkiwii^ B the text of ffe 
draft statement to Congress 
^ tfae Amerimn Task Force 
tor Bosnia: 

Dear Member of Coi^ress: 

Last week, in America’s 
beardand, an agreement was 
sgned to end four years of 
aggression in Enir^'s heart- 
land. American resolve and 
leadeisfato have locoved csce 
isczactable esenaes to the 
peace table in efifferest parts 
of the world, hi tfae fuddle 
East, an Amexjcas-brokGFsd 


3CCCTS faos placed ^rael, ffe 
4-oiescnisEs and ber Arab 
aeigbboms os ffe road to 
peace. Is rhihs, American 
^plomacy and American 
siins h£ve secured a peacefaJ 
resdatioa d tfaat conflict. 


And is Bosnia, the tirriess 
effort s of the CTintrM arfmi- 
as tratioB have brougfat ffe 
war-tors regioa closer to 
ocace. 


The .^smrican Tarit Force 
for Bosnia stands in support 
cf foe peare accord readied 
in Dayteo, Ohio, and firmly 
sa{q}or^ ffe CSnton atbnina- 
Cratios’s decision to send 
American troqre to partxs- 
psbs. with NA'tO fo rces to. 
impiemeot the peace agree- 
meoc. Essential to tbe ssccess 
of tfae Dmrcco accord b ffe 
sftrcdBcrios otNATO forces' 
to oversee the ceasefire 
agrsezsenL Without NATO 
farces OG ffe ground in Bos- 
nia to enssra fmpiemeDtation* 
cf the Dayton agreement, tbe 
four yem war is Bosnia 
wccld coctssM noabated. 

Under the agreement 
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Re aid tbe c ommittr e was 
bribed to grant port con- 
tracts. 

“I cSd not be&eve aO^a^ 
txocs about commissioas 
being paid by ffe conoscttiis, 
tmtfl ffe agent cf one coo- 
tracthre coflipaiQ^ came ont 
asd OTCted me a foare,** Mr. 
Miskawi said. 

A SS4 mSBon Emopean 
Investment Bank (ElB) Loan 
granted in November 1993 to 
nj^ade tfae fonrff basin had 
not been nsed heranse the 
port coennitsee coold not 
a gruft on a contractor to do 
ffe job, Mi. Miskawi said. 

**Tb^ have been ddfimrat- 
for tfae past three years 
wiff so result, altbop^ ffe 
door was open^ for hitenia- 
twwai bkldento sifonotfoeir 
bids," he said. 


army tries 
23 militants 


IN BRIEF 




CAIRO (R) — Tweety-forss 
saspeeted snlhanis r/ee> as 
tcai xc an Egyptian aiflitary 
coert on SatohZay 
with bmci^cg to as 
grosp and possession of 
anas, ^^ossves asti dctoca- 
tois. 

The defensiacts, keewa as 
AI Aedocn Mis Am Sudan 
(retomees from Sodas), were 
ar r e st e d ic Jime whiie tryng 
■to reen t e r Egypt and are 
eoesiS^ Of the vio- 
lent gioae Gamaa Ai 3s2a- 


*ShaBBU8 Iwinglil dkwgs* 


BEIRUT (R) — A Tnikish 
Slegal i iwm i gr anf in jail for 
forgery laid a Beinxt court cm 
Sa&day ffat a Ldsanese 
pBxfiasteotaxy deputy on trial 
tor dri^ smugging twice 

hnwg^ of mOT- 

phine from mw»- 
Azia Ayaz said Depi^ 
Yahya Shammas paid 
S3S0 <000 far SO kSfogrammes 
of morphiDe in 1990 and later 

V igM amWfawr IflO irilngn>m » 

mes bnt cSd not pscy. Mr. 
Ayaz also said be once paid 
Iff. shamac, a deputy mxn 
ffe easteni Bdaa VaD^ that 
was an iOiext drugs ^ven 
dnimg Lebanon’s 1975-90 
dv3 vrar, $50,000 to get a 

fi'ta.ml r ^ .fa aep>«4 frnm j ail m 

Syria. 

Mr. Shammas was arrestod 
in November 1994 after 
fio Itft ins 

nniittty. 

He g charged with poares 
smg, proceasmg, wnngglmg 
told dedmg drags and feces a 
poggH^ serren years in jafl. 

He denied Mr. Ayaz*s 
alK^tions and asJeed farm if 
he wwMfe tlMBW be 

was mider a t hr eat of being 
sent to jail in Tmkey for 
seven years if be (fid not. 

Mr. Ayaz, who said be was 
teffing tfae truth, said he had 
f^. Tjorkey for';politicaI 
'reasbos. lie is sezviog a one- 
year '■M ti-iiw frir 
a Lebanese pas^XRt and ib- 
ing a febe name. 

Mr. ShammaiK » the fiiW 
I^ebaaese MP tried on drugs 
He has tfac 

efaar^ and told parfiament 
before bis arrest th^ bis troQ- 
bles with the law begai after 
a row wiff Brigaffier Gfaazi 
Kanaan, Syria’s ^ anny ia- 
teffigeoce officer in Lebanon. 


Signed by Afije Isetb^ovic tjf 
Fraojo Toi^ian of 
Croatia and Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia (to be 
fbnnalfy agned in in 
mid-December), Bosnia’s 
l^oody conflict can dkaw to 8' 
dose, lo snmmaiy, ffe peace 
agi e emeat calls for (I) tfae 
dBeogagemest of ffe warring 
parties and tbe estabSsfameat 

tju^ralle ftw 

ffe eiectfoa of a central gov- 
ernment conssting of a group 
iweaden^ and a bicanieral- 
je gi.datiiie , and (Z) tbe oea^ 
ticn of separate 
for Bnwrians au Serbs in 
entities created by tbe Day- 
ton agreement. Elected o& 
cab at aS levds of g p v e i n- 
ment will be chosen ffiuog h 
mternationaily supenisra 
el e clions . In adffifon, tfae 
accord calls for tbe 
peac e kec|Hng force noder 

NATO e miHwamd Wiff a 
U.5. general beatfrng tfae 
force, to monitor ffe cease- 
fire and control Bosnian air 
space. Tfae refitgeesufigtiaced 
by ffe war be aHov^ to 
return to tfaeir bomes or seek 
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The fodgs r efe r red an tfae 
defendants to have medical 
cfaedt-cps after their lawyers 
ccGslenied toey had bees 
held in soiftasy confinement 
and tortnied. 


G.AZA (R) — Yasser ■Aiafet’s spofcfsanan on *11111 iijji % 
7l~Trmrrf ^mmmTT by Nnr Ymt Mirnr TTiwInlph UmiMiii 

whe said he was pnaiidcf evicting ffe PakstineUbeatiQB, 'C\ 

Organisation (FLO) leader from a concer t 
dsEiag tfae u3l.'s SQff bfrtiid^ edebrationra *ec^ 
ffat Giniiaai is not Svi^ in tiff wodd and he has on .-'I 
idea what is gmng on,” Arefst spokesoBn Minnsa *' 
ganafarri said. ’’Such persons have no inqiartaooea rifa y- 
world and Iff (qmiios does not deserve "*T*^**if j. 
respect.” Mr. GmBaia peeked Mr. Arafat from ondd " ' 
perfioDsancs in October of Beothoven’s 9tfa q Fiiq ffi ^ K 
the Liaofoi Centre for the P afo n um g Aits. Iff. An&a < 
along witii Ctffan Piuatfcnt Fidd CBtra, wan 
from afl d^-qro n sored events marimiv ffe UJT.fa 
asaiTetnty; znehufiag Che mqnor^ o peu^ nU f Eiu i ij ^ ' J*. 

**Nct only <fa I not regret it. Fra proud of ft,” hff.GSnSati 'V* 

tcid r eg y rters cm Fridan. **Wbat I ffd to Iff. Aiafet I 
believe fa, Td do it s^nn. Yasser Arafat is a teoocht, « ■ - 
c rf i aia a? and a m ur dere r . ” 


11 killed in crash in Egyptian mist 


Offidal Egyptiac newspap- 
ers said in Qt^cer the mec 
bad identified woazd-be- 
assawi n s of Presicect Hbszn 
Mnharak and c onfe ss e d 
were traxned is Sudan by 
fHommenl frigitive mSrtant 
leader, Mestafe Hassa. 

The men were arrested in 
possesses of 168 an«cmaric 
rifles asd 96 bombs, cosrc 
oSciais raid. 

The isdictmezit saso the? 
had **entered Egypt from 
Sedan wiff the sfm of som- 
fw^.*7ng attacks.” 

‘They were svesi agrtiri 
arts framing in sodas, is the 
same camp as the fen- 
damentalist group” which 
carried oat the mfled assas- 
sination bid on President 
hhibaiak, it said. 

They all free foe deafo 
pei^^ if foced gfrSi? by ^ 
faigfa sEOtary coart hisre. 

The genastsenfs . . Al 


CAIRO (AFP) — Eleven peoffle were kffled aid u! 
i injured u^en a tony and a mhdbnsccdlided in dawn afftog I 
! a desert read berwees Cairo and the nnfTTim TilriSii m 
f neas port d Afexandrsa, the daSy Al Gomhonriya ^ 
Satorday. The aedrient happened at dawn F ii d^ wbui Sk 

of the some d whom were sedM^I 

I hurt, were to neartiy hraqatais, the pqier aUat I 


3e:sn I 0 sesiti ^.esne Msfians via Torirawiri^ 


were able to ideati^ from 
phot o gr a p hs those who tried 
to kin Iff. hfrihmak is Addis 
Ababa is Jaxie becacse ffey 
had met them before at a 
trainssg camp is senthem 


The im E iartfj t oc fric! said 
Sodas provided them wfth a 
tr ai n ii% cainp.aspeaa2riane 
to Volitate duff iztorsal 
movements and apartmesis 
m Khartoum, AT Ain:^ sale' 
o October. 

The Egyptian latericr 
Mbffti^'hasibvfeem thepcst 
month accused Sudanese cS- 
cials os tbe border of belrisg 
Egyptian militagls rees^rt’ 
the coentry tz -siZ’ *’’■’’0* 
lent acts. 

Sudan has denied bveh’e- 
ment in the assassination 
sttempt asd rejected aesnsa- 
tioQs that it sbeltsss ^yptian 
ioflitants. 


TEHRAN (AFF) — Iranis to restart next mofUfareptoat- 
iag tons of thousands of A^ian re f ug e es tenj^ Tmk- 
grecistaattaderU.N.super v irioai, tfae offioai news 
IRNA r^xitted Satnrff^. Ihe move is port d an aaee> 
isent sigsed here Saend^ b tlwccn rqneseatativesl^ 
Iran, .A^haazstaii, Thiknaeifftao and tfae United 

Comsffsfoner for R efug e es (UNHCR), k said. Ife , 
UNHCR has ”otoimitted topiov^ tfae uecegaq rfetgfei 
^ tet^ ' u fo tfae refingee^ strtB^neat jeaVylRNAail 

Aboct 250,000 refugees from ncftiieia Afghanuim ,' 
bordering Ihrkmeifftan, could be affe c te d by tbe qgtes 
cicst. Ir^ for its part has pledged to help ’fa^geodyiaote 
foe Tefogees* le^ and fiiwnriai prohifans,” k saidiffhnn 
elaborating. A large lepa tr i atictt progrmmoe carried cot 
cT'er ti» paa two years ^ Tehran wiff the UNHCR^fe^] 
has been vairtaify aRfaough some 14 nffiooi 

A^^mns vriio fled after tii^ cuuuliy was mvaded ^ ife 
Soviet army m 1979 stfll five in the country. Desphe the 
ciigctz^ Crth war in A^^nnktaii, over two mSHon refegeei j 
have Iran sicca tfae fen of the comnianiit rofeia m ' 
Sabol in 1992, iacfctfii^ 550,000 wiff UNHCR asntaDce. 
Iranian axstfacoiiies subtended tfae repatxiatiaa ri 
refugees after tfae fell of ffaree westeca pt ov ra ce s boid nin 1 
Iran to tfaeTafiban mffiria in early Septenfocr and border' 
-sgjaQ 


feace 


> ?JA£^rdofla113|9ri8onerslDrnationdliofi^ 


DU3A1 (AFP) — Hms presiiiari; cf tbe Umted Aidi TpO ] t 
Emrafes, Slfe^' ZagdS Ben Suftan' Al Afiayan, ca IVUl 8- 
Sacurday pardoned 113 prisoners to mark tbe 2M 
aaniv e ^s ary of tfae CEcatkHi of tfae state, tfae official MeiCT p 
.WAM sai(L:Seaidr mo£dBad TfeSb Mana.told^'^ I r^n p ' 

t^Ko j i .Hf >^ n, ti^ ,l haA n maanla wri €r^ « h gft nbi A Vj V t J 


I those amn e sti ed bad been numiy sentenced- for toeft are 
soanierfeitiDg. Bat h e efid not nde out fla t oCbea 
jsstsexsd for murder wfao had been forgiveo by their 
: victim’s relatives coufld also be freed. The UAE vns 
j created oat of ffe seven Gulf stares of IXiabL Ddbn, 
j Shai^, AJman, Um AI Qiwain, Rai Al Khafeii ant 
I Fcjeirah after tfae witfadrawal of British forces from tfe 
rerritory. 


target Gennaiqr on - 


crarrensatioB. 

For two fosg ffe people 
d 3csisa-Heizeg&vis£. jave 
scS'ered ffe atreefties of war. 


Di Tear cicccy yssz&^ 25C,OCO 
people have died and 2 bfl- 
SoD pe o ple bare beoc d!s- 
pfeced in Beszzis. Not since 
Worid War U hzs Snrepe 
been best to sues 
and human snaeri ns. New, 
mider Americoii t3v>5ia33, aS 
parties bare set aside foesr 
dtSeaencss and deddsd ffat 
tfae cost of war is mocE bigger 
tban ffe cest of ?es^. 

nowever, is cresr icr ffis 
psag to be acmssfel, (here re 
certain oiescapabto ccsss 
most be borne by tins coostry 
aid onr NATO aQies. Only 
wiff Americas ieacemhip, 
and befo from onr 
allies, cm we secore peece to 
Bosnia 'We beSeve ffe Day- 
ton agreement is a worksbie 
framework for ■snitSs.g foe 
bloocN waris Bosnia. 7ve ssk 
ffat you s appe rt the presi- 
dsns’s gor. -Q 
mect the Bessiao "oezee 
agreezsenr. 


ATHENS (AF^ — Hve Greek fewnukos, m a sfitfenoi 
r^eased in Affens rai S a t ur d ay , Genni^ cf 

gjp pcrtla g wfaal tii^ called Tork^s war” agHk 
tbe Eszds. Thenrirodans, n*rf»fcig two from the ndhg 
socialist ?ASOK:pto^, in^ Bonn to suspend vBiwy, 
ecroonac and ptrericti axTto Thikey **iritidi is beias» 

for grnodde against tbe Kurds.” Thi^ also demanded fed 
■Germany put pressure on Ankara to open aiSrio^eutt 
foe cotiavred SnrtSsfa Lsfeonr Far^, vrinch hra be^ 
fighting aoce 1984 to set iq> a KonSsb m 

scutheast Turkey, The confli ct has left more 2UX0 
dead. The of ^ve lawmafcexs, iriaidi aSeo mdades 

twceoPserg^ivesandaaiM WBrtiniialiB t^mf^ifci ji ^^iAwrf 

foe Kurdish Labonr Phrty, Ah dniinh rvafaw^ ig feue. 
Ankara, winch r^flariy accuses Athens of sk&ig with tfe 
Ksrds, reacted with aigcr to the meetii^ 


SiTsn visit by rigtrts repmentittve 


TEHRAN (.AFP) — Iran smdSasnid^k worid dkiw lbs 
U.N. to 5 ^ a re p r e s e u tative- to mjihi' im* ffe amtrft 
jeman n^its sdnatioc, but it warned m advmoe flwtrag 
reports p re p are d must be based on "fects." Chief Jridoe 
Ayatrilah Sftdiaiiiziiad Yazdi said tfcg u e w am t m amMA fed 
acssptsd a request in Ai^nst 1^ die new- h^ of the ILN-' 
Hssss Rights CcnmiBsioQ to visk Iran. The fancwdt 
Iran by a U.N. hsman rights rap port eu r wm alMitiv 
yean ago, ^lec ffe former bead of ffe UJf. coMrin^, 
Reynaldo Galisdo Prill, wmA* a trip faere ari wsofe ^ 
report cxatical of ffe skoatkm in Iran. bis rises 

been denied a visa. Icasuan an tbr yiij^ have j ii 
C3alindo Ptihi of bemg biased agsrinw tfae Tefanm g uW 
seat and reSy^ on ”£alra” mfag mjii E.ui piovided by 
IsssLu. opposition groups in preparin g fafe report. 
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Home News 

Princess Basma, Mrs. Tanjung discuss 
women and development issues 


Ministry measures see numbers 


-• * 
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AMMAN (J.T.) ^ Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma confened at the 
headquarters of the (^een 
AiiaFund for Social Devel- 
opment' (QA^ Saturday 
with Mis. Tanjung, wife of 
Lfeotenant Graieral Faisal 
Tanjung commander of the 
IndoDesian Armed Forces 
who is cunoitly on a visit 
tt> Jwdan. 

Mrs. Thnjimg and the 
accoDipaa^g delegation 
were Imefisd the 

Ponoess on scistaioable 
develqnnent projects spon- 
sored by QAF in SO com- 
munity developmeut cen- 
tres throughout fee King- 



dom. 

Discussions at the meet- 
ing ceulzed on QAFs 
efforts to inq)rove the status 
of Jordanian women 
ferougb the Jordanian 
Nado^ Comnuttee for 
Womeii (JNCW). 

Pxincess Basma referred 
to fee Nadtml Strategy for 


Women, which emerged as 
a result of a natioual cou- 
^nsus, as well as to the 
iaqx)rtance of involving 
women in decisiou-maldog 
processes. 

Princess Basma. who is 
QAF president and JNCW 
chairperson, told her guest 
she was impscssed by the 
Indonesian expeiience in 
promodng women *s status. 

Indonesians experience, 
fee Princess said, was a 
model for Jordan’s efforts 
fo formulate approaches 
feat would improve Jordan- 
ian women’s status. 

Princess Basma also 
spoke of the similarities 
tetween the cultures, reli- 
gion and trafetioDs of both 
countries. She congratulat- 
ed Indonesia for enlisting 
religion in its development 
schemes, saying that, in 
woriong out a comprehen- 
sive development strategy, 
Jordan had drawn inspira- 
tion from Indonesia’s 


example. 

Following the meeting, 
Mrs. Tanjung and her dele- 
gation were shown an exhi- 
bition of ceramics and rugs 
produced by fee QAFs 
branches. 

Meanwhile, Gen. Ihnjung 
was received by Prime 
Minister Sharif ^id Ben 
Shaker in fee presence of 
Major General Gbazi A1 
Ihyyeb, assistant chairman 
of fee Joint Chiefs of Staff 
of fee Jordanian Armed 
Forces. 

They reviewed Jordanian- 
Indonesian relations in var- 
ious fields as well as the 
cooperation between the 
armed forces of both coun- 
tries. 

Gen. Tanjung said his 
country ^^xreciated fee ser- 
vices of the Jordanian 
peacekeepers in U.N. mis- 
sions. 



Peacekeepers return home 



AMMAN (J.T.) — A contingent of around 
50 Jordanian police-men who in September 
last year joined a multi-national U.N. 
peacfidteqping force in Haiti have returned 
home. 

A statement from fee Public Security 
Department (PSD) said feat the group, 
wtuch provid^ h umani tarian assistance to 
Haitians at fee request of tte United 
Nations had carried out feeir duties well. 

Jordan is the only Arab country to have 
participated in the international force, 
formed under a U.N. Security Council res- 
olution to force Haiti’s military rulers to 
lemstate elected president Jean Bertrand 
Aristide. 

The police force, which returned early 
this irnffoing, was welcomed home by PSD 
DirectOT (jeneral Abdul Rahman Adwan 
and otto senior PSD officers. 


Lieutenant General Adwan praised fee 
police force for their efforts in peace efforts 
in the Caribbean Island. 

According to the PSD statement and 
based on reports by U.N. officials, the Jor- 
danian force polled a large sector in one of 
fee most difficult areas of Haiti and were 
efficient in feeir duties. 

In the year-long mission, the Jordanian 
police force was entrusted wife training 
local Haitian police force in criminal inves- 
tigations and traffic organisation. 

More than 3,200 troops in the Jordanian 
Armed Forces who served wife the U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in fee frumer 
Yugoslavia returned to Jordan at the end of 
feeir mission last summer. 

Jordanian peacekeepers have served in 
Cambodia, Macedonia, Haiti as well as fee 
former Yugoslavia. 





Health minister leaves for 
Geneva ICRC conference 









AMMAN (J,T.) — Jordan 
is partidpatiog in the 26fe 
International Conference of 
the Red Cross and the Red 
Crescent which will open 
today in Geneva. 

H^fe Minister Aref 
Bataineh is leading Jor- 
dan’s delegation to the 
meeting which will be 
attended by dele^tes from 
186 countries along with 
representatives of 165 Red 
G^oent arxl Red Cross 
societies around the worid, 
acemding to fee Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

A press release issued by 
tire ICRC headquarters- in 
Geneva said the gatiiering 
was one of the nx>st impor- 
tant bumanitarian forums in 
the world. 

The conference which is 
rxmnally held every four 
years, symbolises a unify- 


ing force for nations and 
feeir diverse components, 
the press release said. 

The statement noted feat 
fee 26fe International Con- 
ference should have been 
held in Budapest, Hungary 
in 1991 but feat it had to be 
postponed owing to politi- 
cal fefficulties fee country 
was witnessing at fee time. 

In the nine years feat have 
elapsed since the last con- 
ference held in Geneva in 
1986, many bumanitarian 
issues have come to the 
fore, requiring fee confer- 
ence’s attention, according 
to the press release. 

Petra quoted the, health 
minister as. Saying 'that in 
fee frve-day meetings fee 
delegates probe mat- 
ters pertaining to fee future 
of humanitarian services, 
alleviating human suffering 


especially in the Third 
World and charting plans 
for fee next four years. 

Meanwhile Saturday it 
was announced that on 
Dec. 16 the ICRC office in 
Amman and the Jordan 
Press Association will 
jointly sponsor a seminar 
entitled: Humanitarian 

Worie and fee Media. 

The aimouncement- said 
the two-day seminar aims 
at focusing public attention 
on the h umani tarian work 
undertaken by fee ICRC 
and fee national Red Cross 
and Red Crescent societies, 
adding feat several woridng 
papers on the role of the 
m^a in armed conflicts 
and disasters will be 
reviewed, accorcting to the 
press release. 
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Bridge hours extended 

AMMAN (Petra) — The PubHc Security 
Department (PSD) Saturday announced 
tha t the King Hussein Bridge on fee 
River Jordan will be open for travellers 
from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays. The brit^e will be open for 
travellers from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. on 
other days of the week. The announce- 
n^t said that this schedule will contin- 
ue »nrii Dec. 24 after which fee bridge 
will open from 8 a.m. till 12 midnight, 
except for Fridays and Saturdays, when 


it will close at 3 p.ncL 

Exports increase by 24% 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian exports 
during the first nine mtmths of 1995 
increased by 24 per cent over the same 
periodin 1994, acemding to a study con- 
ducted by the Amman Chamber of 
Industry. The study said Jordanian 
exports in fee first nine months this year 
to^ed JD 710 million, while in the 
■MTue period of last year they totalled JD 
560. The study noted (bat the King- 
dom’s imports increased slighdy. 



CONCERT 

* ria«qrai guitar performance by Jose Maria 
Gallaido Del Rey at the Royal Cultural Centre 
atSJlOpjn. 

lecture 

* "Arab-Gennan relations (in Arabic) by Dr. 
Abdo Abboud at the University of Jordan and 
^xiul Hameed shoman foundation at req>ec- 
tivdy 11.00 ajn. and 6.00 pjn. 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

•AUB Alumni Oub of Jordan — Um Uthaina. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Photography by poet Ibrahim Nasrallah enti- 
tled "The Autobiography of an Eye" at Darat A1 
Funun, JabaJ lAteibdeh. 

* Photograph exhibition "Biblical Itineraries" at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

* Abstract art by Lucy Marto, Janine Saaf, and 
Tete Wbgeiius at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
^Abstract art by Abdul Raheem Wakid at Alia 
Art Galleiy, Jabal Amman (Until Dec 

” Photographs and paintings by Ann ONelll 
and Anne Sears at the British Cbundl (until 
Dec 3) 

* Sculptures & paintings by Iraqi Artist Ismail 
Fattah, at Darat A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. 


of foreign workers down by 70,000 


By a Jordan Hines 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Stringent mea- 
sures imposed by fee Min- 
istry of Labour ^ve led to 
the reduction of 70,(XX) the 
number of foreign workers 
in Jordan by tbe end of last 
month, according to official 
figures and statements. 

Tbe ministry is also coo- 
tmuiog close scrutiny of 
wodc permits being issued 
to non-Jordanians wife a 
view to frirlher reducing tbe 
strength of tbe foreign woik 
force in fee country, official 
statements said. 

Tbe minister of labour, 
Nader Abo Sbaer, said last 
week that 70,000 of fee 
estimated 250,000 foreign 
workers in Jordan bad left 
tbe Kingdom by fee time ao 
Oct. 26 deadline set for all 
guest workers in the coun- 
try to regularise feeir status. 

Slightly more than 
100,000 foreign workers 
managed to set right their 
status in fee country before 
tbe deadline expired. 


Tlie deadline was set in 
line with a decision adopted 
by fee Council of Ministers 
in August. The decision 
also banned the employ- 
ment of non-Jor danians in 
15 professions, but left tbe 
door open for foreigners to 
work in areas like agricul- 
cuze and construction as 
well as domestic work. 

According to Dl Abu 
Shaer, fee measures adopt- 
ed by the government have 
resulted in opening 30,000 
to 40,000 job opportunities 
for Jordanians. 

Officials said Ministry of 
Labour inspectors were 
continuing to pay surprise 
visits to <^ck violations of 
the labour regulations and 
in most cases, foreign 
workers found working 
without work permit or 
engaged in professions 
otter fean specified in the 
work permit were being 
asked to leave fee country 
in concert wife their con- 
cerned diplomatic represen- 
tatives in the KingdoiiL 

In addition, establisb- 



Nader Abu Shaer 


meots which are found to 
be employing foreigners in 
violation of fee regulations 
also face heavy lines as 
deterrent, accor^g to fee 
officials. 

Most of tbe so-called ille- 
gal workers in Jordan were 
Egyptian nationals, fol- 
low^ by Syrians. A few 
hundred Asians, mostly 
Pakistaais, Indians, Sri 


Lankans and Filipinos were 
also found to be working in 
violation of the rules and 
were asked to regularise 
their status under tte rules 
or leave fee country. 

Tbe bulk of them were 
found to be in possession of 
work permits in fee agricul- 
tural sector, which are rela- 
tively easy to obtain, but 
were engaged in other pro- 
fessions, according to 
diplomatic sources. 

Citizens of most Arab 
countries do not need a 
prior visa to entering Jor- 
dan and this provision, 
which is in line with agree- 
ments between fee coun- 
tries concerned, is seen to 
lead to naooools from some 
Arab countries, notably 
Egypt and Syria, to remain 
in fee country and take up 
jobs without securing Min- 
istry of Labour permission. 

Official statistics indicate 
unemployment in Jordan at 
around 18 per cent, but 
there are different interpre- 
tations to the figure and the 
features of uaemployment 


in Jordon. 

Some experts argue that 
many Jordanians take up 
two jobs, and feus deny 
employment opportunities 
to the unemployed. On the 
other hand, those who hold 
two jobs argue feat they 
would face hardships with- 
out moonlighting. 

Another aspect that char- 
acterises the situation in 
Jordan is that many Jorda- 
nians are not willing lo take 
up menial, low-paid jobs in 
fee agricultural and con- 
struction sectors. 

Many also refuse to work 
in the domestic services 
sector. 

Tbe main argument put 
up by those who refuse to 
accept such jobs is feat fee 
income is simply not 
enou^ and feat foreign 
workers are willing to 
accept low salaries because 
they are also ready to 
accept ‘'sub-standard" con- 
ditions like living 10 or 12 
to a low-rent room. 


Child education seminar 
stresses creative teaching 


JICA to embark on solid waste 
disposal project in Kingdom 

Japanese team to implement study and to 
initially manage dumping sites 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) Saturday signed a 
memorandum of under- 
standing wife the Jordan- 
ian government through 
which the Japanese 
agency will implement a 
study, prepare designs 
and take charge for the 
initial management of a 
project to hdp fee King- 
dom dispose of its soh'^^ 
waste. 

Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and fee 
Eavironmem Nader 
Tbuheirat who signed for 
JoFdao said the study 
wiU cover Jordan's prin- 


cipal cities. 

Mr. Thuheirat thanked 
fee Japanese govern- 
ment’s continued techni- 
cal assistance in these 
matters. 

After the signing cere- 
mony, the ministef noted 
that JICA teams have 
been fee studying differ- 
ent areas and surveying 
10 potentia] locations fof 
the project to serve 220 
v.acal councils as garbage 
dumping sites. 

The ministry and the 
JICA team have given 
due actentioD to geo- 
graphic, demogr^hic 
and other considerations, 
according to Petra. 


JICA Representative 
Mitsuri Siumuri who 
signed the . memoran- 
dum, said fee- Japanese 
team has prepared a 
study on garbage dump 
sites and held a series of 
meetings wife ministry 
officials to brief them on 
fee outcome of feeir 
work. 

Mr. Siumuri said the 
JICA teams will foUow 
up OD the study until 
Jan. 29 and then will pre- 
pare a general draft plan 
and a J^al rq)ort on the 
project which will then 
be passed cn to Jordan- 
ian personnel in Febru- 
ary. 


Gallardo del Rey returns to Amman 
from Spain — classical guitar in hand 



Jos£ Maria Gallardo del Rey 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special la the Jonian Tunes 

AMMAN — Creativity in 
pre-school chikhen educa- 
tion is lacking in Jordan, 
but experts are studying 
ways to raise the awareness 
of concerued organisations 
and government institu- 
tions to find ways to detect 
talented as well as special 
needs stutents and create 
special programmes for 
them, according to Ranad 
Khatib, secretary of tte 
National Association of 
Children's Education 
(NACE) which organised a 
two-day seminar entitled 
‘Creativity in Pte-Sebool 
ChUd Education." 

‘There are no special pro- 
grammes for talented and 
special needs students, nei- 
ther in kindergarten nor in 
primary schools," Dr. Khat- 
ib said. 

Creativity is tbe abili^ to 
produce something new, 
and in Jordan there is only 
the Jubilee School which 
offers education to creative 
students, said Dr. Khatib. 

She a dded enhancing 
creativity among children 
one day to six-ye^, 
ttet is before entering 
school, is very inqjortam 
and such children need to 
be decided upoo early To 
order to train them properly 
through special pn^ 
grammes that observe their 
eoeigies, thus increasing 
their talents and creativity." 

In an interview wife tte 
Jordan Tunes Saturday, Dr. 
Khatib said that parents are 
an important factor in 
detecting tte talent of chil- 
dren. 

Such signs which talented 
and gifted children tend to 
show, she asserted, include 
“wit, saying things feat 
show them as being older 
fean feeir age, and being 
very active." 

Hana Kuidi, of Zahra 
Welfare Organisation and 
principal of Sanafer Pre- 
school who proposed a 
study on tbe art of blocks in 
pre-schools, said that 
block-building for children 
is essential to tbe child’s 
development in that it helps 
build tbe child’s creativity 
and is a foctev in dialogue 
motivation. 

She added feat it is also 
important to train teachers 
in creative teaching. 

There is . also a strong 
need to special attention 
to students with special 
needs, according to Mrs. 
Kurdi. 

“Tte sooner the special 
needs child is detect^ tte 
mote possible it is to help 
them, Mrs. Kurdi said. 

Mis. Kurdi asserts that 
her philosophy is learning 
through playing, using 
blocks, sand and water, 
crayons and day. 

According to Mrs. Kordi, 
Jordan lacks pre-school 
education in government 
schools except in chaii^ 


organisations and that these 
are not enough to cover 
population ne^. 

Sbe refened to her study, 
saying feat 50 per cent of 
mentd develt^nnent is 
formed during fee first four 
years and 30 per cent dur- 
ing fee next four years. 

Tt is very important to 
focus on how to present 
educational programmes to 
students in feeir crucial 
years," Mis. Kurdi said. 

During fee two-day sym- 
posium, which was held at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC), participants dis- 
cussed tte roles of institu- 
tions, including schools, 
sodeties. clubs, govern- 
mental and non-govern- 
mental organisations, io 
child development and cre- 
ativity. 

Partidpants exchanged 
experiences with experts 
from Egypt and England on 
fee role of feeir institutions 
in detecting talented stu- 
dents and enhancing cre- 
ativity progranunes in their 
countries. 

Following tbe couclusioD 
of tte two^y conference, 
partidpants presented sev- 
eral recommendations to be 
inq>lemeDted in the fiituie. 

One of fee recommenda- 
tions, regarding Jordan, 
was to mflintain contacts 
with fee Minis^ of Educa- 
tion concerning kiiMler- 
garten and lecommendiug 
that this stage be a primary 
stage cocqwlsory for all 
children. 

In addition, tte ^Uhering 
sug^sted contacting tbe 
concerned anfeoritzes and 
suggest adoptiug new tech- 
niques to prepare teachers 
and provide them wife the 
necessary progranunes to 
detect giJt^ students, to 
prepare studies, pro- 
grammes and researches 
related to family, parents, 
schools, and education to 
help improve children’s 
education. 

They also recommended 
creating parent awareness 
programmes because of 
feeir 'essential role in 
enhauciug fee creative abil- 
ities of children and provid- 
ing a suitable atmosphere 
through the social and edu- 
catiooal institutions and 
clubs to encourage creativi- 
ty among children. 

Media should also play a 
major role in enlightening 
and encouraging people to 
realise tbe imponaoce of 
creativity. Media should 
also play a vital rde in 
building the society and 
providing programmes that 
enhance creativity. 

The participants also sug- 
gested calling on societies 
to organise workshops and 
training programmes io all 
parts of the Kingcfotn to 
increase tbe effectiveness 
of fee child-care assistant 
wife fee cooperation of 
various educational institu- 
tions. 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The series of 
fine music concerts in 
Amman continues unabated 
with the return to tbe capi- 
tal of Spanish classical gui- 
tarist and virtuoso Josd 
Maria Gallaido del Rey 
performing tonight at fee 
Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC). 

Gallardo del Rey’s cah'bre 
of music cannot but be 
compared to the greatest 
guitar performers of this 
century. 

He has tbe same effort- 
less, superior technique as 
Julian Bream, but wife a 
warmer interpretation of 
fee Spanish repertoire. 

He has the virtuosity of 
Naiciso Yepes, but wife an 
overall better clarity of 
sound. 

Of Paco de Lucia he has 
fee fiame, fee passion, but a 
higher respect for classical 
inteipretation. 

llie recorded samples 
given by the Spanish 
embassy to fee Jordan 
Times to review purposes 
reveal ao incredible per- 
foimer who is equally at 
ease playing Bach, Isaac 
Albeoiz or superb airaoge- 
meuts of modem standards 
such as ‘Blue Moon,’ ‘The 
Shadow of your Smile' or 
‘Mood River.’ 

(jallardo del Rey’s music 
is characterised by a perfect 
balance between tones and 
dynamics, technique and 
emotion. 

His vibratos, for example, 
come exactly at tbe right 
moment and are never 
exaggerated. ‘ 

He is abfe to obtain 
orches^ renditions with 
only fee six string of his 
guitar — something very 
few guitarists can achieve 


without sounding noisy. 

The RCC programme will 
feature works by G. Sanz, 
S. de Murcia, Bach, three 
pieces by Manuel de Falla 
(one of them being fee 
famous Danza del Molinero 
feat Paco de Lucia pla;^ a 
few years ago in his tribute 
to de Falla), Isa^ Albeniz 
and two of Gallardo del 
Rey’s own compositions. 

(5ne is entitled ‘*Mar 
Muerto'* (Dead Sea) and 
was inspired by the artist's 
visit to Jordan last year. 

African conservatiouist 


B. Dioum once wrote: “In 
the end we will conserve 
only what we love...” 

Beyond any doubt, Jos£ 
Maria Gallardo del Rey 
will make us conserve a 
generous share of beautiful 
music. 

The event is held under 
the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. Tlje 
concert will be presented 
by the Spanish ei^assy in 
Animan, in cot^>eTatioD 
with fee Institute Cervantes 
and wife the sponsorship of 
Freddy for Music. 





4 World News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, December 3, 1995 


Yeltsin issues decree on amnesty 
for Chechens surrendering arms 


MOSCOW (AP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin has 
issued a decree setting up a 
conunissioQ to consider am- 
nesty for Chechen rebels 
who voluntarily surrender 
their we<^ons. 

The commission^ to be 
headed by the Kremlin- 
backed Cbechen Prime 
Ministei Doku Zavgayev, 
will consider requests by 
rebels to have charges 
against them dropped, the 
presidential press service 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin's decree will 
also apply to oidinaiy citi- 
zens who turn in illegal 
weapons, but will not o^ct 
those who have committed 
serious crimes or have been 
charged with felonies, the 
press service said. 

Meanwhile, flgbtiog con- 
tinued to rage in the moun- 
tainous Muslim region 
where a largely ignored July 
military accord has called 
for a partial Russian troop 
witb^wal and rebel disar- 

Five rebel fighters were 
killed and eight federal sol- 
diers were injured in clashes 
in Chechia since Thurs- 
day, Russian military offi- 
cios in the capital Grozny 
reported. 

Rebels shot at Russian 


22 children 
drown in 
Zimbabwe 
lake 

HARARE (R) — Twenty- 
two Zimbabwean children 
have drowned when a cwin- 
en gine d Catamaran taking 
them on a school outing 
c^>rized on a lake near the 
capital Harare, police said 
Siuurday. 

The pilot told reporters 
the boat capsized in calm 
waters because excited 
schoolchildren all tan to 
(»e side of the upper deck. 

“Our sub-aqua unit man- 
to retrieve nine bodies 
yesterday before dark. 
Early tltis morning they 
went bade into die water 
and retrieved 13 bod- 
ies...Making a total of 22 
confirmed dead,” 

Superintendent Luke Huni 
told reporters by Lake 
Chivero. 

He said 16 pupils, their 
teacher and the ^ot were 
rescued by national paiks 
staff, members of boating 
clubs and tourists. The 38 
children, aged 12 to 13, 
were from Moleli 
Secondary School, 80 kilo- 
metres west of Harare. 

As Me. Huni spolre, adis- 
tranght couple looked for 
the body of tbeir son and 
were directed to a Harare 
Mortuary. 

The boat's pilot, Bernard 
Zvega, said be had only 
steer^ the vessel about 30 
metres offshore when some 
of (he children on the top 
deck started running 
around excitedly, rocldag 
the boat 

“I told the teacher to con- 
trol them and seat them in 
equal groups on either side 
so that the boat could bal- 
ance... Tte teacher shouted 
at the children and they ran 
to one side of it and their 
weight tipped the boat 
over," said Mr. Zvega. 

‘The lake was very calnL 
There was a storm over 
Harare but it was still some 
way off firom here," be 
added, denying reports the 
Catamaran had been 
cau^ in bad weather. 

He said most of the sur- 
vivors were on the top deck 
and had been wearing life 
jackets while those who 
died had- been trapped 
inside the vessel when it 
capsized. The majority of 
the dead not have life 
jackets because th^ had 
run ouL 

Rescue workers had 
ripped off safety rails and 
the top deck in a bid to save 
the trapped children. 

Mr. Zvega said the boat- 
owner, Gary Stafford, bad 
instructed him to take the 
children out on a smaller 
Pontoon 12 at a time but- 
thi^ teacher and a security 
gosnl had insisted that they 
take the bigger boat 
because that was what they 
had paid for. 


troops 31 times, including 
24 times in Grozny. The 
federal command he^uar- 
ters came under the heaviest 
shelling, having been fired 
at 12 times, they said. 

The ITAR-TASS news 
agency, meanwhile, said the 
education minister of the 
Moscow-backed govern- 
ment, Yefim Geiman, was 
kidnapped in Grozny 
Thursday by unidentified 
persons. 

Earlier Thursday, rebel 
fighters seized a senior 
Chechen police officer and 
two local television journal- 
ists. 

The federal military com- 
mand said Thursday its 
(loops have killed 4S9 rebel 
figh(ers in the past two 
months and lost at least 35 
of their own men. Tbe fig- 
ures could not be iqdepen- 
dendy verified- 

Tbe Kremlin sent about 
40,000 troops into Cbe- 
cbenya last Dec. 1 1 to sup- 
press its three-year-old 
independence drive. Tfhou- 
sands of people, most of 
them civilians, have died in 
tbe war. 

Although tbe clashes con- 
tinue, the Moscow-appoint- 
ed Chechen government has 
set elections for a new 
leader of tbe republic on 


Dec. 17. Mr. Zavgayev, the 
prime minister, intends to 
run along with Ruslan 
Kbasbulatov, ex-speaker of 
tbe old, hanl-line Russian 
parliamenL 

Mr. Kbasbulatov said he 
will fly to Chechenya from 
Moscow Saturday to organ- 
ise bis campaign, although 
be made it clear that be con- 
sidered tbe vote untimely, 
and blamed Mr. Zavgayev 
for pressing to hold it 

"Holding the elections ... 
without creating conditions 
for reconciliation of tbe 
warring sides may, far from 
ending the war, produce a 
new round of bloodshed,” 
Mr. Kbasbulatov told ITAR- 
TASS. 

‘Transition from war to 
peace is the most difficult 
issue, and it should be set- 
tled not at tbe polling sta- 
tions but at the negotiating 
table,” he added. 

Rebels loyal to Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, a former Soviet 
general elected Chechen 
president in 1991, have said 
the vote woultbi't be fair 
with Russian troops still oa 
their soil. 

The rebels have threat- 
ened to bring the war back 
to Russia if tbe Kremlin 
continues to press for bold- 
ing tbe vote. 


S hamil Basayev. tbe rebel 
field Commander who led a 
devastating raid on a south- 
ern Russian town last sum- 
mer, threatened to use 
radioactive devices to cont- 
aminate Russian cities. 

Last week, a Russian TV 
networic uneartbed a con- 
tainer with radioactive 
Cesium- 137 in a Moscow 
park, allegedly planted by 
Mr. Basayev. authori- 
ties said it posed no danger 
but have tightened security 
in the Russian capital. 

The daily Komsomol- 
skaya Pravda quoted a 
retired Soviet army nuclear 
weapons expert as saying 
that the Chechens had 
nuclear weapons left by the 
Soviet military. Ret Col. 
Zaki ZainuUin said be had 
personally seen two nuclear 
warheads iu possession of 
Mr. Dudayev’s men. 

Col. ZainuUin is a MusUm 
Tatar nationalist leader in 
the Russian Republic of 
Tatarstan and a sympathiser 
of Mr. Dudayev. 

The Russian Strategic 
Missile Force Fridiy reiter- 
ated its claim that all nuc- 
lear weapons had been 
withdrawn from Chechen- 






Chinese Premier Li Peng (right) welcomes Cuban President Fidel Castro for a meet- 
ing at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse (AFP photo) 

Castro ends Beijing visit, lays 
wreath at Mao’s mausoleum 


BEUING (AFP) — Cuban 
President Fidel Castro 
wrapped up the first leg of 
his historic nine-day visit to 
China Saturday, laying a 
wreath inside the mau- 
soleum of late Communist 
leader Mao Tsetong in 
Hananmen Square. 

Tbe rare gesture by a vis- 
iting foreign dignatory 
appeared to be aimed at 
honouring tbe veteran 69- 
year-old Cuban xevolutiou- 
ary, while also highlighting 
the two nations' ideologic^ 
solidarity — an element that 
has mo^y played second 
fiddle to economic pragma- 
tism during Mr. Castro's 

trip. 

As well as placing the 
large wreath at tbe feet of a 
statue of Mao in the mau- 


soleum's entrance hall, Mr. 
Castro, who arrived here 
Wednesday for his first-ever 
visit to China, placed anoth- 
er wreath at tbe monument 
to praple's heroes in the 
massive Tiananmen Square 
in the centre of Beijing. 

Wearing a trenchcoat on 
top of his trademark olive 
green military fugues and 

g ;aked cap, be also braved 
eijing's cold winter wea- 
ther to visit the Forbidden 
City, tbe former imperial 
palace. 

Later Saturday. Mr. Castro 
left for tbe central city of 
Xian, burial place of 
China's first emperor. Qio 
Shihuang, in whose exten- 
sive tomb was uncovered 
tbe famous army of tezra- 
cotta wamois. 


From Xian. Mr. Castro, 
who has made no secret of 
his interest in China's eco- 
nomic reforms, is to travel 
to the booming east coast to 
witness for himself their 
results. 

He is to visit Shanghai 
and the southern province 
of Guangdong, including 
China's showcase specif 
economic zone of Shen- 
zhen. 

Id bis meetings here with 
Chinese leaders, Mr. Castro 
has stressed that bis country 
has launched reforms aimed 
at “building socialism with 
Cuban characteristics,” a 
phrase reminiscent to the 
one widely used in China to 
describe the transformation 
that began 15 years ago. 


Haiti slum dwellers want the police back 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Residents of Haiti's largest 
slum said Friday they want- 
ed tbe police to come back, 
a week after rioting over the 
accidental shooting death of 
a young girl by a police 
officer forced them out 

Six-year-old Vania 
Thermidor was mourned by 
her classmates and some of 
the c£q>ital's poorest resi- 
dents in the sprawling slum 
of Cite Soleil Friday. The 
gill’s accidental killing on 
Nov. 23 by an offi-duty 
member of Haiti’s new 
Nationai Police led to vio- 
lent protests. 

Residents attending the 
funeral said a well-armed 


gang known as the 'Tied 
Army” was to blame for the 
rioting that killed an elderly 
woman and wounded three 
officers. 

"It was a small group of 
people that shot at tbe 
police and burned down the 
police station.” said Stanley 
Jacques, 26. "The Red 
Army does not have the 
support of the community.” 

Police were escorted out 
of the area after armed men 
disarmed and shot at. offi- 
cers after Thennidor’s 
death. An elderiy woman 
killed in the crossfire was 
also buried Friday. 

The slum of 200,000 has 
been without a permanent 


police presence since the 
rioting. 

Haiti's first civilian police 
force has come under 
intense public scrutiny fol- 
lowing a wave of unex- 
plained shootings by offi- 
cers. 

On Thursday, Adrian 
Rameau, the chief adroiois- 
trator of the new force, was 
fired for foiling to keep the 
officers in line. 

According to residents, 
the Red Army is comprised 
of a small group of extrem- 
ists who advocate violence 
lo achieve change. 

"If tite Red Army attacks 
you, you have nowhere to 
go,” said Jacques. 



U.S. President Bill Clinton waves after meeting Dublin 
residents on Uie CoU^ Green after giving an address 
to the people of Ireland (AFP photo) 

Clinton the peacemaker 
ends historic Irish visit 


DUBLIN (R) — U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill C^tOD, basking 
in the role of global peace- 
maker, ended a visit to 
Ireland Saturday which 
united a divided nation and 
challenged any return to 25 
years of violence. 

“Your country’s moral 
vision has helped bring 
peace and stability around 
the world. You have won 
confidence and respect 
across the world,” Irish 
Prime Minister John Bruton 
told him. 

Mr. Bruton was speaking 
at the end of a two-day visit 
to Northern Ireland and 
Ireland in which Mr. 
Clinton’s backing for a 15- 
moDth peace won rapturous 
praise and drew huge 
crowds. 

Mr. Bruton hailed him as 
a world peacemaker and 
cited a stric^ of Clinton for- 
eign policy successes 
stretching from. Haiti to tbe 
streets of Belfast and 
Londonderry, where tbe 
president was feted as a 
saviour Thursday. 

Mn Citoton, who leaves 
for Germany Saturday to 
salute some of tbe U.S. 
Troops being assembled for 
a NATO Bosnia peace 
force, said there was a new 
world huD^r for peace. 

“One thing I am con- 
vinced of as we leave is that 
there is a global hunger 
among young people for 
tbeir parents to put down 
the madness of war in 
favour of their childhood,” 
Mr. Ginton said. 

Mr. Clinton promised 
continu^ U.S. support for 
Noithem Ireland’s tenuous 
peace. “The people of 
Northerm Ireland want 
peace and they wiU have 
it,” be told the Iririi parlia- 
ment 

He threw his support 
behind a British and frisb 
attempt to steer tbeir dead- 
locked Northern Ireland 
peace process on tbe twin 
(racks of arms talks and pre- 


limina^ political talks. 

Britain and Ireland issued 
invitations to all Northern 
Ireland political parties 
Friday to take part in the 
talks which are supposed to 
lead to the start of all-party 
negotiatioas by the of 
February next year. 

But British Prime 
Minister J(^ Major sound- 
ed a cautious note about tbe 
prospects for a political set- 
tlement in Norfoeni Ireland 
to crown 15 ' months of 
peace since ceasefires by 
the rival IRA and Protestant 
loyalist guerrillas. 

“There's a chance (to 
move forward) now, there’s 
a chance. It has taken a long 
time to build op that oppor- 
tunity. It may not stay there 
forever and it may not be 
repeated,” Mr. Major told 
Sky Television in an inter- 
view. 

He said tbe stidang TOint 
was the refusal of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
which fought British rule, 
and tbe loyalists who bat- 
tled to maintain it, to hand 
over weapons. 

Mr. Major voiced hope 
that Mr. Clinton, who 
opened the White House 
doors to Gerry Adams, head 
of the IRA's political wing, 
Sinn Fein, to stop refusing 
to discuss guerrilla disar- 
mamenL 

Tf the United States 
admiaistration can put pres- 
sure on some of tite parties 
to play a part in that 
(achieving a permanent 
peace), well I welcome that 
But it will be an ongoing 
process,” Mr. Major cau- 
tioned. 

Mr. Clinton played down 
speculation that 

Washington might put pres- 
sure on Sinn Fein to t^e a 
softer line on disarmamenL 
But he promised to back tbe 
twin-track ^jproach which 
Britain and Ireland con- 
jured on the eve of his 
arrival in Britain at tbe start 
of his tour. 


Dhaka premier may agree 
to interim government 


DHAKA (R) — Prime Mi- 
nister Begum Khaleda 2a. 
seeking a way out of a polit- 
ical crisis wbii^ is crippling 
Bangladesh, has said she 
may agree to aUow an inter- 
im administTation to super- 
vise the next general elec- 
tion. 

"The prime minister hint- 
ed at such a- possibility 
withjn the limits of tbe con- 
stitution while talking to re- 
poners accompanying her 
on a train trip on Friday,” a 
press officer at Mrs. Khde- 
da's office told Reuters 
Saturday. 

The election is du^ by 
March but may be held ear- 
lier following last week’s 
dissolution of parliament. 

Opposition parties %veral 
months ago resigned en 
masse frooi the legislature 
and have been waging a 
campaign of general strfices 
and transport blockades to 
press demands for Mrs. 
Khaleda's lesi^adon and 
elections under a caretaker 
administration. 

T^ nexi opposiiion-ied 
action is a call for an indef- 
inite shutdown of railways, 
ferries, roads and airports 
starting on Dec. 7. 

“1 don’t want to go to the 
polls alone. If there is a 


consensus (with tire opposi- 
tion parties) and if it’s in 
accordance with tbe consti- 
tution... I may not object to 
the setting-up of an interim 
adminisreatioo headed by 
tbe president,” tte officer 
quoted Mrs. Khaleda as 
saying. 

Opposition leaders were 
not immediately available 
for comment. I^y earlier 
insisted Mrs. Khaleda trans- 
fer power to Chief Justice 
Abu Taber Mohammad 
A^, who would bead a 
neutral administration to 
conduct free and fair elec- 
tions. 

Mrs. Khaleda said Thurs- 
day she could ensure the 
fairest election the country 
has ever had. She has per- 
sistently rejected demands 
to resign. 

The embattled prime min- 
ister ended a two-day cam- 
pai^ train tour Friday at 
Chittagong, where she chal- 
lenged her opponents to test 
their popularity in tbe polls. 

She said her ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) was pledged to 
preserve democracy and the 
Election Commission had 
been strengthened so that 
vote-buying was do longer 
a threat. 


French 

speakers 

begin 

summit 


COTONOU tR) — France 
and its club of fellow 
French speakers began 
tbeir sixth summit 
Saturday keen to boost tbe 
political role of their move- 
ment in the world, with 
conflict resolution at tbe 
top of the agenda. 

But tbe two-yearly sum- 
mit, bathed in a rich mix of 
African culture and music 
and opened by host 
President Nicephore Soglo 
of Benin in Cotonou's main 
sports centre, looks set to 
skirt round tbe thornier 
political issues — at least 
in public. 

*^y country wants to see 
“La Francophonic” be- 
come a politi<^ force.” Mr. 
Soglo told delegates, set- 
ting the tone of the sumnut 
“You will see that 
Cotonou will mark a com- 
ing of age,” be told French 
radio e^er. “Everyone is 
in agreement.. We have to 
reconcile tiie cultural, die 
economic and tbe politi- 
cal.” 

La Francopbonie, a loose 
association of nations 
grouping 400 million peo- 
ple from around the globe, 
has traditionally fought 
against tbe domination of 
English in tbe iotemational 
language of trade, technol- 
ogy and communicadoa 
Organisers say the three- 
day summit, in the eco- 
nomic capit^ of the west 
African nation that is tbe 
ancestral home of the 
voodoo cult and the fabled 
Amazone women warriors, 
will mark a turning point. 

French President Jacques 
(Iliirac and presidents and 
prime ministers and other 
political leaders from the 
47 members plan to. create 
the>po$t of secretary gener- 
al of La Fraocophonie. 

The job, delegates and 
officials say, will involve 
promoting the movement’s 
concerns in the way the 
Commonwealth does for 
Britain and its English- 
speaking one-time colo- 
nies. 

As a group the leaders do 
not plan to join the outcry 
over human rights and lack 
of democracy *m Nigeria — 
black Africa’s most popu- 
lous country, which is sur- 
rounded by Francophone 
nei^bours, including tiny 
Benin. 

The Commonwealth sus- 
pended Nigeria over the 
Nov. 10 bangin g of 
activists in the Ogoni rights 
group. South Africa's 
Nelson Mandela and others 
want tougher sarx:tions — 
such as an embargo on 
Nigeria's oil exports. 

But Francophone minis- 
ters who agre^ the summit 
agenda decided not to put 
fowaid a specific resolu- 
tion on tbe issue. 

“1 think it is important to 
be effective without mak- 
ing noise,” Mr. Soglo said. 
“We must help Nigeria find 
a way out of this situation 
acKl that is what we will try 
to do discreetly.” 

The sensitive issue of 
nuclear tests, French or 
otherwise, would not fea- 
ture, officials said. 

Officials said conflict 
resolution would be the 
tiieme of Saturday's first 
private plenary session — 
with the spotli^t firmly on 
the Hutn-Tutsi ethnic con- 
ffici and the refugee crisis 
it has spawned in central 
Africa. 

Tbe leaders meet in a 
new pyramid-style confer- 
ence centre. 

Mr. Soglo, helped by a 
hefty injection of cash firom 
former colonial ruler 
France, has given Benia's 
sleepy main city Cotonou a 
face lift and shaken it out 
of its usual lethargy. 

Security was tight. 
France was working close- 
ly with Benin’s array and 
security forces. French 
ships patrol off-shore. 

Disaffected Benin sol- 
diers and supporters of for- 
mer leader Mathieu 
Kerekou have been arrest- 
ed over a Nov. IS rocket 
attack on the conference 
centre. The atrad: did little 
damage. 


FBI seizes moon 
rock from auction 
block 

NEW YORK (R)— A 10(4 
that a Manhattan asetion 
bouse was planning to sell 
as a piece of tbe moon has* 
been seized by the FBi, 
newspapers reported io 
Saturday editions. TIte 
New York Times quoted 
National Aeronautics aai 
Space Adrainistration 
(NASA) spokeswoman 
Eileen Hawley as saying 
tbe rock advertised was 
from the same missicn and 
of the same general wei^ 
as a moon rock that van- 
ished in 1970. “Let me 
stress... We don't know if 
this is a true lunar rock. We 
don’t know if these two 
incidents have anything to 
do with each otter,” ; 
told the newspaper. Ms. 
Hawley told tbe ' 
Washington Post if the rock ' 
turned out to be a stolen " 
sample then “It’s U.S. I 
Government property.” • 
Tbe rock disappeared • 
a shipment of Teg^steied^’ 
and certified mail cootaio- 
ing a sample from the 
Apollo 12 mission of 
November 1969 was stolra 
en route to a researcher at 
the University of ' 
(California in Los Aiigeles. 

German ministers 
approve limited 
spelling reform 

MAINZ. Germany (AI^ 

— The 16 education minis- 
tecs of C^nnany's federat- 
ed states have approved a • 
limited reform of Germao 
spelling, Hamburg Edo- 
cadon Minister Rosematie 
Raab. who chaired tbe 
meeting, said. The chan- 
ges, already approved in ' 
Austria and Switzerland, 
tbe other two coumries 
where German is a national 
language, are considerably 
reduced from those pro- 
posed when the reform was 
first mooted three years 
ago. Out of tbe 12,000 
words considered to be tiie 
basic vocabulary, only 185 
' will change their spelling. ^ 
compared with severe \ 
thousand in tbe origioal 
project, and the scrapping 
of the distinctive capital for 
the initial letter of. the 
Dames of objects has also 
been dropqTed. 

84-year-old Santa 
sorts out grotto 
robbers 

SHEFFIELD, England 
( AFP) — An 84-year-old 
man employed as Santa 
Qaus chased and caa^ a ^ 
member of a teenage gang 
who tried to steal a toy car 
from his department store 
grotto in this northern 
English city Friday. Stan 
Eyre pinned tbe 15-year- 
old boy against a wall and 
held him there until securi- 
ty staff arrived and took 
over. “It just rnaA» ttm» mad J 
when 1 saw these youths at 
the back of tbe grotto and 
one of them reached in and 
took a fey from a {tile at die 
back,” he said later. Tbe ^ 
store’s manager showed _ , 
the toy car thief more 
Christmas spirit than be 
had showed Stan — be 
ordered security staff to 
throw him out into tbe 
street and decided against 
prosecution. 

Prince Edward to 
wed in spring — 
papers 

LONDON (R)— The girl- '■ 
friend of Britain’s I^ioce 
Edward is quitting her pub- 
lic relations job in 
December to prepare for 
her royal wedding in the 
spring, newspapers said .' 
Thursday. Sophie Rhys- 
Jones, a blue-eyed blonde 
who has been dating tbe . 
prince for two years, told 
work colleagues she was 
leaving to avoid compfo* • 
raising her personal life* ■/ 
“Public relations girl 
Sophie. 30, will now con- • 
centrate on preparing for 
her future career as a : 
princess," the Sun, ^ 
Britain’s largest selling . 
newspaper, said. “The 
move is tte strongest sign 
yet that tbe devoted couple 
will mazry, probably Mxt 
year,” added the Daily • 
^^^or. Buckingham ' 
Palace refused to confirm 
or deny tbe report. 
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Riot police dr^ off one of at least 10 students arrested durii^ pitched battles in Seoul between police and students 
calling for the immediate arrest of former PresidentChun Do^Hwan for his alleged rore in the 1900 Kwangju mas> 
sacre (AFP photo) 

Seoul court issues arrest warrant for Chun 


SEOUL (Agencies) — A 
South Korean court Satur- 
day issued an anest warrant 
for ex-Itesidem Chun Doo 
Hwan, an official at the 
Seoul District Court said by 
telq^one. 

*?fes, we have issued the 
wanant,” the official said, 
without giving details. 

The plication by Seoul 
prosecutors for the warrant 
accused Ml Chun of mas- 
tenninding a 1979 coup, 
saying the grab for power 
was actually a military 
lebellioD. 

Mr. Chun Saturday 


snubbed a prosecution sum- 
mons and left Seoul for his 
borne town. Prosecutors had 
demanded to question Mr. 
Chun over tbe coup and his 
role in an army massacre of 
pro-democracy demonstra- 
tors in May 1980 in the city 
of Kwangju that killed 192 
people by official count 

State inedia have reported 
Nfr. Chun is likely to be 
arrested in tbe early hours 
of Sunday morning in his 
home town of Hapchon. 

Meanwhile Some 1.000 
students clashed with riot 
police here Saturday while 


attempting to march to the 
bouse of 1^. Chun, witness- 
es said. 

During the clash at the 
gate of tbe nearby Yonsei 
University, the students 
wielding metal pipes and 
hurling firebombs tried to 
force their way through the 
police, who kept the protes- 
tors 21 bay with a barrage of 
leargas bombs. 

Evlier at a rally in a 
downtown park, the stu- 
dents from universities in 
Seoul chanted slogans call- 
ing for tbe execution of Mr. 
Chun and buim him in effi- 


gy* 

Tbe clash came after Mr. 
Cbun openly rejected the 
summons for questioning 
and retreated to his home- 
town. 

He accused President Kim 
Young-Sam of reopening 
the closed case for political 
reasons. 

Mr. Chun chailgened Mr. 
Kim Young-Sam to explain 
how Mr. Kim could charge 
Mr. Chun with insurrection 
after Joining forces with 
him to win tbe 1992 presi- 
dential election. 


Prevention stressed in Taiwan ruling party 
U.S. on World AIDS Day keeps majority in polls 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. officials stress^ the 
need for prevention and 
kicked off an AIDS educa- 
tion campaign Friday as ral- 
lies across the country 
marked World AIDS Day. 

Health officials began 
distributing information to 
^gnaot women on testing 
for die HIV vinis that caus- 
es AIDS. The camp^gn 
also emphasised positive 
results of tbe drug AZT. 
which can reduce by nearly 
70 per cent tbe risk of pass- 
ing (be virus to newborns. 

Bilingual pamphlets, 
videos and announcements 
will be distributed to 
women of childbearing age 
as part of tbe campaign. 
*Thi5 is something we can 
do” said President Bill 
Clinton's top AIDS adviser, 
Patsy Fleming. *"We want to 
get the message out” 

Museums and galleries 
staged day without art" 
to portray tbe devastation 
the disease has wreaked on 
the artistic community, 
removing some paintings 
ftt>m walls and draping 
other worics of art with 
sombre biack cloth. 

In New York, Pablo 
Picasso’s oil portrait of 
Gertrude Siein and Andy 
Warhol’s Self-Portrait, were 
dr^ied in black at the 
Metropolitan Museum of 
Alt. 

In Philadelphia’s central 
JFK Plaaa, a landmark 
Love sculpture by 1960s 
artist Peter Max was draped 
with a white cloth embla- 
zoned with ^ge.” At a 
noon rally in tbe plaza, 
readers recited names of 
area residents who had died 
of AIDS. 

A “united AIDS tour’’ was 
held in New York's Harlem 
neighbourhood featuring 
workshops, plays, a carni- 
val and a basketball tourna- 
menL In front of New 
York’s City hall, AIDS 
activists staged a 24-hour 
vigil, reading a seemingly 
endless list of Dames of 
those who have died of the 
disease. 

After sundown, more than 
100 New York buildings, 
monuments and bridges 
darkened their lights for 15 
minutes as a sign of grief 
for the losses to AIDS. A 
*^ght without light” also 
took place in San Francisco. 
Miami, Seattle. Atlantic 
City, New Jersey and Las 
Vegas, where some 20 
hotels planned to turn off 
their marquees ^d flood- 
lights. 

Actor and AIDS activist 
Richard Gere lashed out at 
complacent politicians who 
have failed to fond research 


programmes to help find a 
cure for tbe deadly disease. 

’i’m kind of angry that 
we’re still doing these 
things.” he told reporters 
before an awards dinner 
Thursday, the eve of World 
AIDS Day. “We've had too 
many Wodd AIDS Days.” 

Although several new 
drugs can prolong the life 
of AIDS patients and help 
them ward off some of the 
the diseases that pla^e 
them, a cure or vaccine 
remmn beyond science's 
grasp. 

Neatly a balf-milUon 
Americans have been diag- 
nosed wifo AIDS. Almost 

300.000 of them have died 
since the epidemic be^ iu 
tbe eariy 1980s. An estimat- 
ed 600,000 to 900,000 more 
are believed to be infected 
with the HTV virus. 

Around tbe globe, the 
Worid Health O^anisatioo 
estimates there have been 
4.5 million AIDS cas» and 
18 imllioD adults and 1.5 
milli on childreu are infect- 
ed. AIDS continued to be 
the leading cause of death 
in the past year for people 
under 45 in the United 
States and Western Europe, 
the head of the U.N. anti- 
AIDS programme said in 
New York Friday. 

‘In tbe United States and 
Western Europe, AIDS con- 
tinued to be die leading 
cause of death for people 
under 45 — a bigger killer 
than violent crime, which 
gets far more media atten- 
tion,” Dr. Peter Piol, a 
Belgian physician, told an 
AIDS Day symposium at 
U.N. Headquaners. 

Tbe American 

Association of Retired 
Persons (AARP) released 
an AIDS Day video on how 
tbe disease affects those 
over the age of 50. who 
account for one in 10 AIDS 
patients. ‘This crisis is 
touching their lives in many 
ways and yet there exists 
little education or assis- 
tance focusing on older 
people,” said AARP official 
Anne Harvey. 

Some Clinton administra- 
tion officials said they 
feared the Republican-con- 
trolled Congress could 
harm the war on AIDS by 
cutting funds for anti-drug 
programmes and scaling 
back Medicaid, a key 
source of AIDS care for 
poor children. 

“President Clinton and I 
urge Congress to provide 
adequate funding for drug 
and HIV/AIDS prevention^ 
education and treatment,” 
While House anti-drug 
adviser Lee Brown said. 


TAIWAN (AFP) — Tai- 
wan's ruling Nationalist 
pany (KMT) maintained its 
majority in parliament fol- 
lowing elections Saturday, 
KlvfT officials said. 

With all constituencies 
counted, the KMT was 
guaranteed at least 85 seats 
in the 164-s^ parliament, 
they said. 

Tbe number is less than 
the 96 the KMT won in tbe 
last parliamentaiy elections 
in 1992. It also received 
only 46 per .;at of the 
overall popular vote, down 
ftom the 53 per cent it won 
last time, the lowest on 
record. 

Tbere were 128 seats up 
for grabs in Saturday’s 
direct elections, with 36 to 
be allocated based on each 
party’s percentage of the 
popular vote. 

The KMT won 67 seats in 
the direct elections and, 
while the allocated seats 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Louisiana and Iowa are 
duelling for the right to 
stage the first binding vote 
of the 1996 presi^utial 
campaign, and the winner 
looks lil^iy to be — Senate 
Republican majority leader 
Bob Dole. 

Iowa has staged the cru- 
cial first vote of the cam- 
paign since 1972 by hold- 
ing caucuses, meetings at 
wUch party members can 
vote for their presidential 
nominee. This year's cau- 
cuses are scheduled for 
Feb. 12, to be followed 
eight days later by the New 
Hampshire primary, when 
voters cast ballots in a more 
traditioual way rather than 
attending meetings. 

These two votes tradition- 
ally narrow tbe presidential 
field to no more than two or 
three candidates in each 
party and the winner of the 
New Hampshire primary is 
usually best placed to win 
the party’s presidential 
nomination. 

The Louisiana Reimb- 
lican Party threw a fly into 
the ointment, however, by 
scheduling its caucuses for 
Feb. 6. It said Republicans 
in the south deserved the 
chance to have an early say 
in the election campaign. 

But Republicans of Iowa 
and New Hampshire 
responded this week by 
issuing a joint ultimatum 
giving candidates until next 
We^esday to sign a pledge 
promising to shun 


have yet to be awarded, the 
KMT was guaranteed at 
least a parliamentary major- 
ity. 

The breakaway New 
Party, founded KMT 
members who split with the 
ruling group in 1993 over 
President Lee Teog-Hoi’s 
leadership, made big gains, 
more than doubling the 
seven seats it holds in foe 
current parliameoL 

It was guaranteed at least 
16 seats, while foe 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (DPP) secured at least 
41 seats. Four were won by 
independents. 

The DPP took 33 per cent 
of foe popul^ vote, tbe 
New Party 13 per cent, 
while tbe rest went to minor 
parties and independents. 

Tbe KMT and the New 
Party both support reunifi- 
cation with China, while foe 
DPP is in favour of formal 
independence. 


Louisiana 

*i hereby pledge not to 
compete in or campaign for 
support in tbe Louisiana 
R^ublican district conven- 
tions unless tbe Louisiana 
Republican PaiD' schedules 
foe district convendoos on a 
week later than foe Iowa 
caucuses and foe New 
Hampshire primary,” foe 
document said. 

Most Republican candi- 
dates were quick to comply 
— but oot Texas Sen. PhU 
Gramm, who has been cam- 
paigning hard in Louisiana 
and had hoped to surprise 
Sen. Dole there. A Gramm 
campaign official said foe 
senator supported Iowa's 
status as foe first state to 
vote but he was running fcM* 
president in all 50 states 
and would not withdraw 
from Louisiana. 

Sen. Dole leads tbe 
Republican presidential 
field by a wide margin in 
foe polls and is heavily 
favoured to win the nomi- 
nation unless he stumbles in 
one of the early votes. 

Iowa Republican 

Chairman Brian Kennedy 
said Sen. Gramm would be 
badly bun in Iowa if he 
refused to sign the pledge. 
“If he's foe only one run- 
ning in Louisiana, it will be 
meaningless. Meanwhile, 
he’ll be signiftcantly hurt in 
Iowa,” be said. 

That can only favour Sen. 
Dole, since Sen. Gramm is 
the best-financed and best- 
oiganised of his rivals. 


Dole is seen winning 
battle of the states 


Sri Lanka troops seal off Jaffna 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan Armed Forces 
sealed off tbe northern rebel 
stronghold of Jaffna City 
Saturday in what a senior 
military source described as 
a “major miliiary victory” 
against tbe Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). 

After weeks of painstak- 
ing, stop-start advances 
towards the coastal town, a 
column of troops captured 
foe 18tb century Dutch-built 
fort at 1030 local time 
(0500 CrMT), tbe military 
said in a staiemenL 

*lt*s major military victo- 
ry.” a senior military source 
told Reuters. “It’s a major 
vict(^, but weTl keep on 
fighting. We're happy about 
it. but we're also sad we lost 
many of our soldiers.” 

Qtief military spokesman 
Saxafo Munasin^e, tele- 
phoned by Reuters, said tbe 
operation to take Jaffoa had 
b^Q “rounded and fin- 
ished”. 

He later called Reuters to 
deny having said foe opera- 
tion was fmished. He said 
the town centre had been 


completely sealed off. 

A despatch by the 
Defence Ministry 

Operational Headquarters 
said '‘further clearing and 
mopping up” of the town 
centre was in progress. 

If was not immediately 
clear how many troops were 
lost in Saturday’s fighting 
but the Defence Ministiy 
said 26 soldiers and more 
than SO Tigers were killed 
in Friday's clashes. 

“TJie troops easily over- 
came resistance offered by 
the terrorists” Saturday, the 
Defence Ministiy 

Operational Headquarters 
said in a statement. 

“Another column north- 
westwards..Jcept advancing 
until they linked up with foe 
troc^s in Jaffoa Fort area. 

*^e Jaffna Fort area has 
now been completely sealed 
off by the troops. Terrorists 
within the city centre will 
have to either surrender or 
commit suicide.” 

In an earlier release, foe 
military had said tbe Tigers 
were using natural obstacles 
such as canals and drains to 
engage the troops inching 


through foe maze of largely 
deserted urban lanes. 

“Rows of houses and 
boundary walls were pre- 
par^ for demolition (by the 
LTTE) and were exploded 
as troops entered build- 
ings,” the militaiy said. 

Jaffna City is foe capit al 
of Eelam,’ foe LTTE's 
would-be Tamil homeland 
in the north and east of trop- 
ical Sri Lanka. 

They have been fighting 
their separatist cause since 
1983 in a war which has 
killed more chan 50,000 
people. 

The fall of Jaffna is of 
military and psychological 
importance, analysts say, as 
it represents foe spiritual 
and cult ural c entre not just 
for foe LTTE, but for all of 
Sri Lanka's minority 
Tamils. 

The Tigers have ruled 
Jaffna, once Sri Lanka's 
third largest city, since 1990 
when they captured it on the 
depa^re of Indian peace- 
keeping forces. 

Analysts said it would not 
be easy to persuade civil- 
ians, who have fled south in 


their thousands, to re settle 
in Jaffna for fear of LTTE 
reprisals. 

'There will be urban guer- 
rilla warfare in Jaffna which 
civilians will have to deal 
with once foey go back,” 
one said. 

Asked how foe military 
plans 10 persuade civilians 
back into Jaffna, the senior 
military source said: “We 
will nuke sure rebels will 
not get inside Jaffna Giy. 
The entire town is seal^ 
offi Only if they give up 
clietr w'eapans will they be 
allowed to come in.” 

Some 500 battle-hardened 
rebels were said to be 
trapped in foe town, slow- 
ing down foe troops' 
advance by firing “machine 
guns, rockei-propelled 
grenades, mortars and small 
arms from well prepared 
positions", an earlier mili- 
tary statemeut said. 

C3n Thursday Brig. 

Munasinghe predicted foe 
town would fall. 

“Give us a couple more 
days,” he told reponers 
Thursday. “This Jaffoa town 
will be entirely ours.” 


Ramos hails 
interim 
deal with 
Muslim 
rebels 

MANILA (R) — President 
Hdel Ramos hailed 
S^rday an interim deal 
struck with Muslim sepa- 
ratist rebels and expressed 
confidence a final peace 
a^eemem would eventu- 
ally be reached with the 
guerrillas. 

Ramos said in a 
statement he was “firmly 
committed” to finish the 
job as soon as possible. 
“Pe^e cannot waiL It is 
foe lifeblood of national 
progress and stability.” 

An interim agreement 
over educatioo, economic 
and financial ~ systems; 
mines and mioends. the 
adminisoative system and 
govemmem, as well as the 
judiciary and the introdne- 
tioa of Islamic Shariah 
Law, was reached after five 
days of uUks. 

But critical differences 
remain between Manila 
and foe Moro National 
Lib^adon Front (MNLF) 
and a fourth round of talks 
would be necessary to 
break tbe deadlock, offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Bamos said tbe two 
sides failed to reach agree- 
ment on how to integrate 
foe MNLF into the 
Ptullj^ine Armed Forces, 
set up a provisional 
autonomous government in 
the soufoern islands and 
revenue sharing. 

*Tbe progress made... 
infuses our natiou with 
renewed confidence.” be 
said. anticipate the 
fourth and final round of 
talks wifo high expecta- 
tions.” 

Tbe tiiiid round of talks 
in Indonesia was spon- 
sored by tbe Organisation 
of foe Islamic Conference 
(QIC). Participants were 
seeking an agreement to 
end a 23-year-Iong sepa- 
ratist war by the MNLF. 

Mt Ramos said foe par- 
ties were in agreement on 
an autonomous region in 
the island of Mindanao, 
8(^ kilometres south of 
Ms^a. but not on the des- 
ignation of tbe bead of tbe 
region. 

'The Irey issue of a refer- 
endum to approve tbe pro- 
posed autonomous legioD; 
was also unresolved. 

The warns Mr. 

Ramos to proclaim an 
autonomous govenunent.in 
tbe area, but Manila lias 
said a referendum was nec- 
essary before such a gov- 
emmeot could be set up. 

MNLF leader Nur Mis- 
uari told reporters Friday 
be was confident tbe inter- 
im agreement would satis- 
fy most of tbe Moro peo- 
ple. 

“God willing, it will suf- 
fice to meet more Chao half 
tbe expectations of tbe peo- 
ple, not only those belong- 
ing to tbe MNLF, but most 
of foe movements in our 
homeland,” be said. 


Japan cult guru fires lawyer again 


TOKYO (R) — The leader 
of the doomsday cult 
blamed for this year’s poi- 
son gas attacks on foe 
Tokyo subway fired his 
chief defence lawyer for a 
second time Saturday, a 
Tokyo District Court 
spokesman said. 

The spokesman told 
reporters that Shoko 
Asabara. guru of tbe Aum 
Shinri Kyo (Supreme Truth) 
sect, gave do immediate 
reason for dismissing his 
main laun.'er for the second 
time in six weeks. 

Asah^ first fired lawyer 
Shoji Yokoyama on Oct. 25 
on tbe eve of his trial for 
murders linked to the 
March 20 subway attack in 
which 11 people died and 

4,000 were made ill by tbe 


release of sarin nerve gas. 

The action forced foe 
postponement of the trial. It 
is expected to start early 
next year. 

Several days later the 
guru rehired foe 67-year-old 
lawyer and legal experts 
speculated the first firing 
was a ploy to delay the start 
of his trial. 

After the rehiring, the 
Tokyo District Court ap- 
pointed nine public defend- 
ers as back-ups to Mr. 
Yokoyama. Under Japanese 
law. a defendant cannot go 
on trial if he is not legally 
represented. 

Mr. Yokoyama is a con- 
troversial, Osaka-based 
lawyer who has frequently 
represented crinlinuls 
liiiked to “yakuza” organ- 


ised crime groups. 

Legal experts were puz- 
zled when Mr. Yokoyama 
first look on tbe case by his 
decision not to hire any 
other lawyers. 

' They said in a case of this 
magnitude — .^Sahara is 
charged with 11 murders — 
at least 10 lawyers are need- 
ed just to examine the 
mountain of prosecution 
evidence not to mention 
collecting defence evidence 
and lestimonie.s. 

Asked ealier why he 
wanted to defend .\^ara. 
Mr. Yokoyama 'replied:”! 
want to get to know this 
Asabara person. I wanted to 
know the truth of this case 
and the sect, through the 
trial.” 


MQM calls for strike in Karachi 


KARACHI. Pakistan (R) — 
The ethnic Mohajir Natio- 
nal Movement (MQM) 
called Saturday for a one- 
day strike in protest at 
alleged maltreatment of 
mourners at a funeral pro- 
cession in tbe Pakistani port 
city of Karachi . 

The MQM. in a statement, 
appealed for the strike to be 
observed Sunday, a nonnal 
working day in Pakistan, 
throughout foe southern 
province of Sind. 

It accused security forces 
of disrupting Thursday's 
funeral of Mohammad Na- 
eem, an M(^M worker shot 
dead by police. 

'This was the worst inci- 
dent of its kind in Pakistan,” 
it said. “Never before bad it 
happened that men were not 
allowed to attend the funer- 
al and, contrary to custom, 
women bad to bear the cof- 
fin and perform tbe burial.” 
Tbe MQM, enjoying a 
strong following in Karachi 
and several oU^ cities in 


Sind, is fighting for greater 
political and economic 
rights for Mohajirs — Urdu 
speakers who fled from 
India at partition in 1947 
and their descendents. 

Tbe government and 
MQM blame each other for 
foe violence in Karachi, 
where this year's death toll 
has topped 1,730. 

Tbe MQM has paralysed 
Karachi, Pakistan's com- 
mercial bub. on 22 days this 
year, causing losses esti- 
mated in a recent study by a 
business group at nearly 
S3S million a day. 

In Islamabad, Sind pro- 
vince (Thief Minister Abdul- 
lah Shah accused foe 
MQM's London-based lea- 
der Aliaf Hussain of stirring 
up trouble in Karachi at foe 
behest of regional rival 
India. 

“India has a direct band in 
whatever is happening in 
Karachi.” Mr. Shah told a 
news conference, charging 
that India was behind prob- 


lems created tbe^ by MQM 
chief Altaf Hussain. 

He said_ India wanted to 
divert world-attemion 
alleged human rights viola- 
tions in Indian-ruled Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

Mr. Shah. who->. brother 
was killed by unidentified 
gunmen in Karachi on Nov. 
23, accused Mr. Hussain of 
involvement wifo what be 
called terrorists, but said the 
security forces were closing 
in on them. "They are on 
foe run,” be added. 

He said foe level of vio- 
lence and killings in 
Karachi had dropp^ con- 
siderably and tbe govem- 
ment was tracking 1,500 to 

2,000 people it had identi- 
fied as “terrorists”. 

Mr. Shah said there were 
DO plans to reconnect 
mobile telephone networics 
in Karachi which the gov- 
ernment cut off on Jan. 4 in 
an attempt to disrupt foe 
communications of violent 
groups. 


Quebec radicals form militant group 


MONTREAL (AP) — 
Fifteen radical Queb^ sep- 
aratists, led by a nuuj once 
jailed for terrorist bomb- 
ings, have formed a new 
movement devoted to foe 
Tiberation” of Quebec, a 
Montreal daily reported. 

Le Devoir said tbe group 
is beaded by Raymond 
ViUeueuve, who founded 
foe Quebec National 
Liberation Front in foe 
1960s and was convicted of 
involvement in a separatist 
bombing campaign. 

His new group, the 
Quebec Nation^ Liberation 
Movement, includes other 
former members of the ter- 
rorist front, as well as sepa- 
ratists disenchanted with 
foe governing Parti Que- 
becois following foe narrow 
defeat in an Oct. 30 referen- 
dum on independence for 
the French-speaking 

province. 

Mr. Villeneuve told Le 
Devoir tbe new movement 
would organise protests, 
ostracise opponents of inde- 
pendence and denounce 
violations of Quebec lan- 
guage laws foat limit foe 
use of En^ish by business- 
es. 

Blocking traffic and occu- 
pying the offices of compa- 
nies that violate Quebec's 


Freocb-language charter are 
some of foe tactics foe 
group plans to use, he said. 

Mi. VUIeneuve said foe 
new organisation would oot 
adopt foe terrorist tactics of 
tbe liberation front, but told 
Le Devoir foal certain 
actions .‘ould "involuntari- 
ly” degenerate into vio- 
lence. 

During the 1960s and 
early '70s. foe liberation 
front waged a war for 
Quebec independence, 
going so far as to plant 
bombs in English-spe^ng 
areas of Montreal. 

Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau sent army troops 
into Quebec in October 
1970 after teirorisis kid- 
napped British Trade 
Commissioner James Cross 
and Quebec cabinet minis- 
ter Pierre Lapone. Mr. 
Laporte was later found 
murdered in the trunk of a 
car, Mr. Cross eventually 
was freed unharmed. 

Mr. Villeneuve, 52, start- 
ed campaigning for Quebec 
independence in 1959 when 
he was 16 and became a 
founfong member of the lib- 
eration froDL 

He was sentenced in 1963 
to 12 years in prison for 
planting a Dumber of 
bombs, including one that 


Idllad a security He 

skipped parole in 1968, 
spending 15 years in exile 
in Cuba, France and 
Algeria. He was paroled in 
1985 — one year after he 
returned to Canada. 

Mr. Villeneuve would not 
reveal foe names of other 
members of the new organ- 
isation. saying he wanted to 
protect them against police 
harassment. 

The movement will be 
signing up subscribers at a 
public assembly on D^c. 10 
in Montreal. 

The group’s aims, out- 
lined in a manifesto, include 
fighting to liberate Quebec 
fi^m Canadian domination: 
an end to linguistic privi- 
leges accorded to foe 
English-speaking minority 
and a moratorium on immi- 
gration until Quebec has 
fell control of its borders. 

The I^irri Quebecois gov- 
ernment is in transition, 
wifo charismatic separatist 
leader Lucien Bouchard 
planning to give up his par- 
liament seat in January to 
become premier of foe 
province. 

Mr Bouchard has pledged 
another secession attempt 
for Quebec within the next 
few years. 
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valance on course 

SSIS MAJESTY King Hnss^, in his speech from (he 
Throne yesterday, chose to set (he tone rtM* Phrlia- 
Hn^t*s (bird ordinary sesshm not on divisiTe groonds 
bat on common bads accqrtable to all. Political 
caiprite, on the right and left, bad predicted that the 
Monarch would tackle snch sendtive issues as die 
seed to change smne laws (press and pobliodhMis, 
protesdema] associations) hot not oth^ (doctoral 
Saw), status eqiliGitly his preference for nhat sfaonld 
be dtme. But he did not, choosii^ instead to identify 
the common grounds on which dmost e v er yb o d y 
agrees, and leaving it for parliament itself to draw ap 
its own l^idadve programme for the comii^ year. 

True, the Kh^ did make dear his and Jordan’s 
commitmmt to (airing certain steps and pdkies that 
ought to be adopted in order to put the Kingdom on 
the right track in the new era of peace. For 
be said that it was inescqwble for Jmdan to streng- 
then the roots of democracy, with bdon^ng, effideo- 
cy and faith refdadng confosion and heading into a 
process of destniction and sdf-dam^. And he «»•«><» 
ilddh that we needed to enter the era of peaoe- 
• buHdong, pat onr country on the eamomic map of the 
tTorid and preempt all attenqrts to margmafise our 
rcie in rdndiding Arab rdations. But the Kh^ did in 
930 way try to tdl the parliamentarians how to go 
shout coBdacting didr own buaness in tiUs regard. 
The way paihament reacts to the introdnetion <MT any 
l^idadve changes will very much depend <m die way 
dee government chooses to interpret tiM Kill’s qieecfa 
yesterday and the one before it, on Nov. 9. Just after 
the Kh^ made his carfier s p e ec h , the prime miwi<*w 
pSec^ed that many chnwgpg to the laws govenUi^B the 
press or the assodatkms would be made throi^ the 
proper constitnfional 

As r^ards inq and firilowing much qwcnlation 
about Jordan’s posidoa on that issne the Kin^ was 
emphafe dut Jordan’s priorify remained focused on 
lifting the sanctions inqiosed on the Iraqi petqde and 
ending the sitnation diat seons to be qjditdng the 
country. Mainly fore^ observers had eapected that 
the King would go ftnther than that and even call for 
a change in the Iraqi regime in yesterday’s address. 
But such eiqMctations proved wroi^ because not only 
the time or the circumstances are not oondudve to 
snch caD, thoo^ all true men and WMnen believe in 
bringing jnstioe and democracy to Iraq, but idso 
because ffis Majesty never fails to bdieve in balance 
and wisdom in adopth^ policies <w»d fa>icnig his 
actions. 

Meanwhile Jordan would continue to build peace 
and proqierity, exert all postible ^orts for restorii^ 
Arab solidarify and consensus and assert its |riace on 
the economic nmp of the world. 

VVhat remains to be seen is how die government and 
Parliament would translate the King ** policy state- 
ment into concrete polides whether on the press, the 
associations, Iraq, Patedne, Ar^Arab rdadons or 
other Jordanian domestic affairs. We trust they will 
handle die debate with mind* and in a totally 
free and democratic atmosphere. The responsibilities 
} sre indeed great. 


I PRESS COMMENTARIES 


I COMMENTING ON the death in Iraq so far of half a 
million children as a direct result of the U.N. sanctions. 
Mahmoud Rimam, a columnist in A1 RaM, said that a 
genocide is being waged on the Iraqi pMple as the world 
community seems to be passive and indifferent to die 
Iraqis' pli^t. It is true that many nations have been calling 
for an end to the embargo, whi^ has been causing untold 
suffering to the Iraqi people over the p^t 64 months, but 
no serious efforts have been made either at the U.N. 
Security Council or at the Arab regional level to save the 
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lives of the innocent population of Iraq, said the writer. 
Those who persist in maintaining the emoargo on Iraq are 
committing a crime, and those who support their views are 


accomplice to the crime, he added. He said in the face of 
this injustice, countries like Oman, Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates and others, which have denounced die continua- 
tion of Che sanctions and called for an end to the sufferings 
of the Iraqis, should back their words with deeds and take 
practical steps towards ending differences among Arab 
states and thus pave the way for a common Arab action 
::imed at lifting the sanctions. 

COMMENTING ON a recent symposium held in Amman 
to discuss ways for combating corruption, a writer in Al 
Dustour said that the govement no doubt has the power 
and the means to deal with corruption but it bas to shw the 
will to deal with this chronic question and provide the proof 
ai^ the concrete evidence for that. Mohammad Daoud said 
the symposium should be backed action. All those who 
are found to be abusing their public positions, embezzling 
public fends, practising favourtism in appointing or prom- 
oting persons to certain positions or found to M commit- 
ting administrative or financial violations should be put on 
trial, said the writer. He said all those responsible for 
'/iolations that are being discovered by the Audit Bureau or 
the Inspection and Control Bureau should be held to 
account for their actions, he said. Once the government has 
shown a stand in a single case and imposed punishment on 
the violators, said the writer, this measure would deter 
many other people from committing such abuses, and so 
corruption would be curtailed in this country. 


Japan’s help partly prompted by 
belief in Jordan as force of stabUity 


AS OF 1990, Japan became the number one feiandal 
supporter of Jordan. The value of its soft and anconditional 
loans extended to Jordan during the past five years stands 
at approximately S1.5 billion. 

Japan is currently formulating its programme for future 
aid to Joidan, themofe a specialised Japanese i^earcher 
was sent to Amman to pr^re a fact-finding report, to 
quantify the Jordanian economic and financial needs and to 
identify the b^ means to satisfy those needs. 

The Japanese researcher, Maoyuld Kaneko, from the 
Institute far World Politics and Ettonomy in Tokyo, adled 
on many Jordanian economists and poUtidans, mainly in 
toe private sector with three questions in mind. The first is 
about the forms of aid that Jordan needs and expects horn 
Japan, toe second is related to toe volume of unemploy- 
ment in the country and the third is about toe hi^ 
population growth rate. It is obvious that the three 
questions are relevant and that the snbj'ects are inter- 
related. 

We told toe Jiqianese researcher that Jordan needs at 
least three forms of Japanese assistance, namely ^nts. if 
at ail po^ble, soft loans with a high grant content and 
partidpation in Jordanian industrial and agricultural p^ 
jects whereby Japan would provide the know-how, pailid- 
pate in management and mariceting, and own part of the 
equity to spur confidence of the local investors. The latter 
foim of aid is, of course, the best form from a donor point 
of riew, because it is visible and permanent, unlike Ic^s, 
where we will be happy at toe moment ^ signing the 
agreement and withdrawal of the funds, after whid the 
loan b^mes an additional burden. 

As far as unemployment is concerned, we have no 
dependable statistics because we don*t have an unemploy- 
ment insurance scheme with a valid register of the 


unemployed. It is not true that toe total unemployed in the 
country is equal to toe total of toose with employment 
applications at toe Civil Service Bureau plus those reg- 
istered at the employment offices of the Ministry of 
Labour. There are many unemployed persons who have 
reasons not to apply to these two governmental agencies, 
and many of those who did are not unemploy^, they 
timply like to diange their present jobs. Our rough 
estimate of unemployment rate is IS to 18 per cent of the 
total labwr force. 

When it comes to population growth, or population 
explosion if you like, it seems that the problem is being 
alleviated. The natural net growth in Jordan used to be 3.8 
per cent in toe seventies; it declined to 3.2 per cent bi the 
eighties. It is believed that toe current rate of population 
growth in Jordan is below 3 per cent per annum, which is 
still too high, but it is in decline due to higher standard of 
living and the spread of education and awareness of social 
responsibHity. Immigration, compulsory or voluntary, 
which is rnponsibte for an average of l.S per cent 
population gnn^ per year, could not be measured by 
annual rates, because it depends on toe regional developh 
ments and governmental policies towards the influx of 
newcomers. 

Although the Jordanian population is growing at 3 per 
cent per annum, the labour force is growing at double that 
rate, because females make up around SO per cent of the 
new entrants to the labour market while they do not make 
more than 14 per cent of the present labour fom. 

Japan is interested in helping Jordan, not only due to 
peace with Israel, and toe blessings of toe United States, 
but also because it views Jordan as a force of stability in the 
Middle East, including the oil-rich Arab Gulf states. 


Fundamental fault 
that divides the world 


DEEP IN toe psyche of toe 
United States tom lies the 
tooD^t that everyliody is 
reajfy American, o^y by an 
accident of birto do tfa^ 
call toemsetves Japan^, 
Ftencfa or utoatever. Being 
American is an ideal condi- 
tion, toe moral and political 
^mtheou of the spedes. 
Daring toe cold war tois 
belief neatiy divided the 
world into two. There were 
Americans and aspirant 
Americaitf — toose iriio 
supported the Umted Sutes 
a g^iiy^ the fViiiifniiiiinfg 

and there were the rest ~ 
those either too misgtiidcd 
or too of^Kessed to see the 
light. 

<hi the face of H, thc\ 
West’s victory over Com- 
monism should haw mo- 
vided aa instant fnooc of 
this conviction. But instead, 
there was puzzlement. 
America’s economic domi- 
nance was being chaOraged 
by newly coradent Far 
Eastern nations. And, in- 
temally, America sealed 
divided against itself. This 
country had something that 
bad made it victorious, but 
there seemed to be no 
agreement about uliat it 
was. Meansrtiile, in toe 
gulf, in Yugoslavia, m Afri- 
ca, conflict seemed to be as 
entrenched as ever, Ihe 
world was ^rparently incap- 
able of acknovdcxlging itt 
ultimate American destiny. 

In 1993, in the journal 
Forei^ Affaiis, Samuel F. 
Huntington provided one 
answer. In an essay called 
’’The Clash of Civilisa- 
tions?”, Mr. Hunting, a 
Harvard professor, said the 
single ideological con- 
frontation of the cold war 
bad been replaced by multi- 
ple oonfrnntatioiis. These 
were based not on politics, 
economics nor even on the 
demands of then nation 
state, but rather on culture. 
”The next worid war,” be 
wrote omiDOusly, ’if there 
is one, will be a war be- 
tween dviKsations.” 

The thesis is pessimistic. 
Many had hopM that the 
trium|to of liberal democra- 
cy signalled at least the be- 
gmmag of the end of armed 

conflict. Liberal democra- 


Is globalisation t akin g place? 
Far from it, says the man who 
believes the single ideological 
clash has been replaced by 
multiple confrontations 
based on culture. Bryan Ap- 
pleyard investigates 


des have never gone to war 
with ead3 other and, now 
that it seemed so obviously 
to be the one desirable form, 
of govexnrncnt, nations 
sbo^ gradually move to- 
wards a new era of peace in 
whidi the sheer economic 
incfficieo^ of war would 
become untlnnlutole. But 
Nfr. Huntington began from 
the view tot fundamental 
conflicts would persist and 
toen he amply a^ed what 
would, in the future, be 
likely to drive them. 

For toe United States, 
tins pe s a mism bad its posi- 
tive side. After the cold 
war, American mstitutioos 
fac^ an identity crisis. 
From the Pentagon to- the 
CIA, they w on «r ed what 
tiiey were aqip(»ed to do. 
This was a country on a war 
foot^, but now with no 
obvious enemy. 

Mr. Huntington, in the 
conclusion of his essay, 
gives toem their program- 
me. Tbe U.S. must work to 
promote cooperation 
among countries witiiin its 
own dvitisation — Enrope 
and the Americas; it must 
limit tbe e?qpansion of milit- 
ary power of Islamic and 
Conrucian states and it 
must exploit tit^ toffer- 
ences and conflicts. The 
programme was, in short, 
to shore up the West 
^ain^ tile anti-WesL It 
was as decisive a Aatement 
of tile need for eternal vigi- 
lance as any that were made 
during toe cold war. 

The intellectual bean of 
tois argument is Mr. Hunt- 


ington’s concept of civilisa- 
tioo as tbe new deternunuig 
force in world aSaiis. A 
dvilisatioD, be says, is a 
culture entity, it is ’’the 
bi^iest cultural gronping of 
people and tbe broadest 
level of cultural identify 
people have, shon of tot 
whnto distingoisbes boxnans 
from other spedes.” In toe 
case of Japan, the dvilisa- 
tion and the nation state' 
coincide, but in every other 
case a dvSisation inodes 
many different states. 

- Mr. Huntingto identi- 
fies eight civilisations; 
Western, Confucian. 
Japanese, Islamic, Hinda, 
Slavic-Orthodox, Latin 
AffiericaD and ”posBbly” 
African. Perhaps bis most 
potent eimmpfe of the way 
these blocs divide is his new 
Iron Curtain. The con- 
quests of Communism drew 
this line too far to the West. 
Id reahfy, it runs betwe e n 
Russia and Finland, down 
through tbe Baltic states, 
Ukra^ and Romania, and 
then it twists ominously 
throu^ toe Balkans. Tto is 
tbe ancient fault-line be- 
tween Catholic and Ortho- 
dox Christianity. It makes it 
clear that toe Bosnian con- 
flict is far more fon- 
danieutai than we 1»^*» to 
think. In toe former Yugos- 
lavia, tbe Europe of the 
Renaissance and tbe 
lightenment bad readied its 
easternmost limit. 

Tbe point about such di- 
visioos is their depth. They 
are old and tiiey embo^ 
basic differences between 


p^les. We are just begm- 
ning to graq> tot the Serbs* 
are not like us. Equally, toe 
Confhdan states — ntobly 
Qiina — will remain essen- 
tially inoomprehenstole be- i 
cause they simply do not 
share our attitudes to 
morality, imfividual free- 
dom and human rights. 
And, of course, the Salman 
Rushdie affair demons- 
trates tbe extent to which 
an onbiidgeable gap will 
always exist between a 
theocratic ailtnre and the 
West, where religioD has 
been relativised to tbe point 
where it cannot make ulti- 
mate political demands. 

Mr. Huntington rejects 
the argument tot, as travel 
increases and communica- 
tions improve, these differ- 
ences will become less pro- 
found. Ratber, be says, 
they will become more in- 
tense as people struggle to 
retain their cultural identify 
against toe ^balis^ ten- 
dencies of the modem 
world. 

’The interactions among 
peoples of different dvilisa- 
tioDs,"* be writes, “enhance 
tbe civilisation- 
coDsciousness of people 
wUefa, in turn, invigorates 
differences and animosities 
stretching or thought to 
stretch back deep into his- 
tory.'’ The impact of tbe 
essay was almost as great as 
that of Francis Fukuyama’s 
“End of History” essay 
published in 1989. Mr. 
Huntington, previously a 
solid, respected but nneon- 
trov e i si al thinker, was sud- 
denly being debated at oon- 
ferences around tbe world. 
Perhaps tins is because he 
was saying exactly the 
opposite of Mr. Fukuyama, 
whereas tbe End of History 
argument suggested that aU 
odtures were converging on 
the ideal of liberal demo- 
ccacy, the “Qato of Chi- 
Iisations” suggested the 
andent divergences were, 
for the time being, ab^ 
lute. Histoiy, far from 
being over, bad been re- 
vitalised by tbe end of the 

(ConthiDed on page 7) 
The Independent 


Why are the 

prices falling 
in AFM? 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

THE LACIC of bullish be- 
haviour by the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
has been puzzling b^k ex- 
ecutives and an^ysts for a 
while now. In spite of toe 
increases in activity witnes- 
sed this year relative to last 
year when had a 

negative growth of 9.4 per 
eent, tratog and prices are 
still very low. Alro, in the 
last week of November, 
barely a monto after the 
conclusion of the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit stock 
prices have shown very lit- 
tle evidence of tbe optimis- 
tic mode in which MENA 
concluded and even took a 
deep plunge on Monday 
Nov. 27th. 1995 to 148.66 
points, a level that is just 
below the recognised 
psydiological barrier of toe 
market which is ISO points. 
Here are some of the 
reasons for the state of 
AFM. 

■ Some sources, pre- 
dominantly prominent 
members of the private 
banking industry, have 
claimed that the tight 
money policy of the Central 
Bank was behind the de- 
pressed activities of AFM. 
^is is a possibilify because 
as the money supply be- 
comes tight the interest rate 
rises and investing in bonds 
becomes more attractive 
than investing in stocks. 

■ Some people claim 
that the above view is 
wrong and that there is no 
relationship between toe in- 
terest rate and toe quantify 
of money circolating in Jor- 
dan. Otherwise, how could 
one explain the existence of 
a high interest rate and at 
the same time toe availabil- 
ity of ample fends for in- 

I vestments? Yet tbe answer 
IS extremely simple: Jordan 
is somewhat vulnerable to 
what goes on in the other 
parts of .the Middle East. 

Gulf crisis, wblcfa re- 
patriated hundreds of 
tfaousands of Jordanians — 
many with huge cash re- 
serves and looking for in- 
vestments in housing 
(which is a national mistake 
ordained on us by a defiinct 
rent law that should have 
been repealed decades a^) 
— bas simultaneously in- 
creased both investment 
spending and toe money 
supply. But this happened 
in 19^, and its effect must 
have di^pated by now. So, 
we are b^k to an inverse 
relationship between toe in- 
terest rate and toe money 
supply. Therefore, to 
assume that no relationship 
between tbe interest rate 
and tbe money supply exists 
would not be totally cor- 
rect. 

■ Some view tbe recent 
resigiiation of toe Central 
Bank governor to have 
affected investors’ be- 
haviour as they await his 
replacement and speculate 
ab^t Jordan’s future finan- 
cial policies. Some assuring 
statements by toe goveni- 
ment should have been 
made Ify now to allay inves- 
tors' fears and signal to 
them the feture dtrection of 
policy in order for them to 
make rational decisions. 
The fact that banks have 
suffered the most from the 
rerent fluctuations of the 
maiitet gives some credence 
to this view. 

■ The assassination of 
toe prime minister of Israel, 
soon after the MENA sum- 
mit, is believed to have 
contributed to the uncer- 
tainty of investors in Jor- 
dan. However, the effect of 
this factor has been mini- 
mised by the actions of all 
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An anticrime programme is needed 


concerned parties in voidng 
their nnswerving commit- 
ments to peace. 

■ Some suggest that toe 
recent tension with Syria 
was a destabiliser of the 
AFM. But this change is 
very recent fthoo^ not 
tot^y new to our rela- 
tionship with Syria) and 
cannot explain totally toe 
slowdown in tbe stock mar- 
ket over the past three 
weeks. In other words, the 
trend had started before 
this supposed tension. 

■ Some observers claim 
that the slowdown in stock 
purchases is due to the state 
of “watch and wait” exhi- 
bited by many investors as 
they conjecture the con- 
tinuity of the present gov- 
ernment which had bqen 
rumoured to undergo signi- 
ficant changes next month 
with the start of toe new 
parliament^ session. This 
is a very valid reason for the 
uncertainty of AFM, and 
the good news is that it will 
disappear, once those 
dianges have taken place 
next month. 

■ Some blame toe over- 
abundance of newly issued 
stocks for the drop in stock 
prices. This may be true, 
and if it is tbe main reason 
then toe set back is only 
temporary. It will soon be 
resolved by the market. 
However, the question that 
should be asked is whether 
there has been other recent 
funds-fligfat from Jordan. 
An affinnative answer may 
mean that Jordanians have 
again sought investments 
elsewhere, this time poss- 
ibly as a result of contacts 
made at the summit in Am- 
man, which is not a very 
nice thought. 

■ One possibility which, 
to my knowledge, has not 
been mentioned yet is toe 
fli^t of fends frt>m tbe 
AFM to other financial 
markets around the globe 
as toe Jordanian dinar be- 
came tied to tbe U.S. dol- 
lar. Jordanian investors, 
fearing no huge formgn ex- 
change risk N^use of the 
dinar-doiiar tie, see in the 
international financial mar- 
kets a less risky outlet f6r , 
their fends than before tbe 
tie. Thus, a seemingly 
sound policy may cause 
more U^age than good. 

■ One other importwt, 
yet less obvious, reason for 
the lacklustre performance 
of toe AFM may be the 
impatience of the Jordanian 
investors who ejqject a di- 
vidend around every cor- 
ner. Questions like “utoere 
is toe peace dividend?”, 
“where is the MENA di- 
vidend?” are ali indications 
of a shortsight^ invest- 
ment outlook. Based upon 
the experiences of other 
countries, such dividends 
will come in due time and 
they will take their time in 
getting here, lliis is a 
theoretical given and an 
em|Mrical fact. An investor 
that expects money to flock 
to Jordan two weeks after 
MENA can only be de- 
scribed as naive. Invest- 
ments, unlike loans whidi 
we have been accustom^ 
to as government and a 
people, come in smaller in- 
stalments and over longer 
periods of time. 

All toe above are viable 
explanations of the depr^s- 
ed state of the market. 
Some of them are stroller 
than others and probably 
more lasting. The govern- 
ment mun redoce any un- 
certainties that are gener^ 
ated by its actions or lack- 
thereof. As usual, when it 
comes to Jordanian prob- 
lems the answer never lies 
with one party or person 
but must arise from careful 
analysis and study. 


To the Editon 

RAPE AND other forms of violence a^nst women and 
children oonflnued to be a major social i»oblem. Axtides 
on a series of rape, molestation and socual ernnes have 
been published in the Jordan limes daring the past few 
months, all of which dealt with toe crimes and verdicts 
issued by the respective courts. None of these articles, 
however, discussed tbe cause of sudi crimes and the 
corrective measure that should be taken to address toe 
problem, apart from toe court penalty infected on the 
criminal. 

As a social psychologist, 1 feel tbe need for ferther follow 
up to assist in toe healing and rehabilitation of both the 
criminal and the victim through social and ps^oiogicaJ 
counselling. 

Once a criminal is behind bars, he b cut off from bis 


society and left alone to suffer the penalty imposed upon 
him without corrective treatment ty toe auto^ties. Upon 
getting out from prison, such criminal might cause furtoer 
damage to the soctety by committing more crimes. 

On tbe other band, tbe victim of a sexual crime, if left 
witb^ care atKi social healing will be suffering from 
humiliation and pain all of his life, and will develop strong 
batr^ to toe sociefy, transforming him in many cases into a 
criminal Su^ a victim, in my view, b in desperate 

need of sodal counselling and care. Social studies show^ 
cent of sexual criminab were themselves victims 
of similar dehumanising crimes. 

Crimmal psydioloj^ offer both victim and criminal 
profesaonai help in transforming their negative ' a^ 
damaging feelings into positive and productive ones. 

An innocent lO-year-old was raped and molested 100 
times by a mature 6^year-old b tui obvious example of 


^ by *nw«- 

The aUal received a death sentence. But what did the 

-- Of 

crin^ K 

How n^y more young silent victims are out there 
^ physical and 

a danghttr, aster or cIo« 

5. obiiiiiate 0rimii.al aines be as 
e^y^helpful m provutag mo,* secarity 

Lina Mnasfacr Owcas, 
Amman. 
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tallj. Ung voices resolve to build peace and confront misuse of democracy 


^ >atiiiiMd from page 1) 

te of democxaqF and we 
B ccmfront thra in an 
nqniate manner, accord- 
U) die Consdtntion and to 
r law,** said the Kmg in the 
anally short, ^l-minute 
= seta. 

•r he Ring referred to the 
. East and Noftb AM> 
> :conomic conference held 
. Amman in October and 
' die new era in die region 
ranted new concepts and 
; roaches to help develop 
Ju. ^nius is an impoitaht 
promising Ood 

. - [dig, nhich req uires new 
. • and standards based 
/ . competence and disd- 
e," the Bng said. *Tt aNo 
.. nres belief in this ooantiy 
' gving it hs feir share of 
lity and gratitude. All 
e eieoents totally contta> 
'■ . scKtte of what we see.” 

' ' -otiiig that Jordan signed 
mce treaty with Israel in 
*ober 1994, the King de- 
. ed that **now we are 
nid tiw stage of peace- 
" mg. It has become oar 
t, even onr doty to enter 


m King referred to the 
Qomic policies adopted by 
government and said the 
^ioffi wonid ** stren gthen 
. - strnctnre erf oar national 
oomy tiiFoa^ a model 
• nework of partnership 
. ' 1 the European Union as 
. I as tiirood joining the 
rid Trade Oigaiiisaticm.*' 

. oUowing is an official 
' ',Iisb4ai^uage translation 
be fell text of tiie King's 

..xta: 

' THE NAME of God, 
d with His blessings, I 
• dare open tiie timd ses- 
n (rf me twelftii Pariia'. 
'Sit. It is a soorce of g^t 
irfaffrirm fhnf fbi* (fisting- 
■hed asseoriily convenes 
a time when Jordan is 
ntinning its confident 

- irch tonvards peace and. 
velopmen^ 

Prom tins cfaeiisbed Arab 
stion, and as onr foie- 
hecs intended, emanated 
s amtenqMrary Ar^ Re- 
-issance movemenL This 
antry has remained fehfa- 
to the princiiries and 
'ble objectives erf the 
tat Arm Revedt aimed 
Iflientioa, nmty and a 
tter life for the people of 
T Arab boroeland. Jor- 

- a's struggle under tiie 
■shemite leadership has 

- en a model of refentless ' 
-d smeere hard work tiiat 

d no motive exoq>t fxe- 
■ ving the interests of our 
~ mdaiid, and defending 
. s Arab Nation at large. ' 

- To this end, Jeudan has 
.ily become a haven for 
- « men. past and present, 

. jO seek refiige within its 

rdeis wbenew they cn- 
nnter hardship or 
enever they are denied 
nr basic li^ to a free. ' 
sire and di^iified life, 
cording to tins, J<»dan 
' s embraced everyone, be 

A1 Ansar Qi^ierO OT 

ogees, to form a memng 
' t that has become one 
ited, scriid and loving 
nily; a deep-rooted 
tional nnity that has 
-lathered all sorts of 
fms and diffimlties. Jor- 
a, as is always eiqiected 
h, will forever say no to 
may and r^kmal isola- 


tionism. It will always be 
proud of hs national identi- 
ty and <rf bekngiiig to the 
Arab bomelancil and will 
ernttinoe to be a solid bar- 
rier in the fece of all 
Btteirqits at penetration and 
extremism. We win rerist, 
with an tiie strength that 
(pd has given us, any <fe- 
viatiem frm tins lighfeous 
path. Our motto always 

be: We are an Jordanian, 
and we are an for Jordan 
and for the Arab Nation. 

Jordan's stands have al- 
wa^ been supp o rti ve of its 
nation and will continoe to 
be so, for we were partners 
in the strng^ for liberation 
from ooenpation and coi- 
onialism. We were alwiqps 
the first to fulfil oar nation- 
al duty, at aO times, in 
defence of the honour of 
the nation at cradal turnii^ 
petints, even at tiie expense 
<rf emr own in. 

terests, as we txm respona- 
bOities that far earoe eded 
oar resonree s and capabili- 
ties to achieve that end. 

When military action was 
die only available option to 
liberate the land and r^ain 
oar rights, Jordan was at 
the forefront of those 
pioneering fighters who 
paid dearly with their lives 
and at tiw expense of tiw 
snstenance of onr people. 
Jordan’s brave armed 
forces foo^t heroically on 
every front, something 
whkta cannot be denied ex- 
cept by those who are spite* 
fill or obstinate. These acts 
of heroism will be an eter- 
nal memory in tiw hearts 
and minds of all, and wfll 
alwa^ be a source of pride 
and insitiration for future 
generations. 

Jordanians also played an 
active role in contributing 
to Arab development in 
general and to tiie buflding 
of a namber of Arab oran- 
tries, wtudi reowmber Jot- 
dan’s efibrts in tins r^^rd 
with nmeh appreciation and 
gratitude. Jordarrians are 
stiD a sour ce of support for 
tiwir b r et hr e n in the Arab 
Nation at large, as toey 
never hesitate in comxiig 
forward to assist, be it in a 
ceitaio predkamen^ or a 
battle, ca* a bufidiiig en- 
deavour. And wfaen nego- 
tiation presented itself as a 
means to regain those 
nsurped ri ghts, Jordan 
stood by its metfeen;. call- : 
ing for u just;'compi«wii- • 
sive and durable' peace, 
which would restore those 
li^ts to tiwir netful own- 
ers, in particular tiw right of 
the Palestinian pet^rfe to 
freely determine iIiot fu- 
tme, and to estaUisb tiwir* 
indqwndent state oa tfaeir 
national soO. 

We provided to onr 
Palestinian brethren the 
umbrella, which subse- 
quently Usd to tiwir bdng 
accepted as an indepeodent 
and central negotiating 
side. Uwy then chose to 
readi their objectives and 
attain tiwir r^its throng 
direct negotiations, and 
have since reached an 
agreement with the Israeli 
^e, the various aspe^ of 
wfai(fr continue to seriously 
unfold today. The vrsicMi of 
an indqwndent Palestinian 
entity draws nearer; an en- 
tity uriueh we faofw wiD 
assume its expected role on ' 


imdamental fault 


d'war. The <rfd, coltnral 
' isions had reernerged to 
ide us aO. 

3nt is Mr. Huntington 
ht? dearly, in an ob- 
' ins sense, te is. Deq> 
dt-lines do exist in the 
rid thm represent more 
m just economic or poH- 
ti diffgeiices. We may 

- vole ourselves that they 
en to Sting or hfidiael 
‘ksoo in Jiqian, but h- 
• es not take long to realise 
pr are bearing something 
?ferent. Equally, the 
nericans mi^t haw felt 
de tiiat a rou^ re^^ica of 
i Statue of Libei^ was 

. «ted by the students in 
.. manmen Square. But 
ina remams a Coafbdan 
Itnra imbtaed with the 
eriy alien idea that gov- 
unent cannot ultimately 
WToig because it is tiie 
ibodiment of what is 
bL 

• Yet'gllobalisation is hap- 
Ding. Local coltures ara 

. ing weakened by the in- 
aon of alien inflnenees. 
uaDy, tecanse tiiey con- 
•1 tiie software, tb^ in- 
cnees are American. But 
i point is that, whatever 
! influences, they tend to 
liver tte message that the 

• (Dands of the local, the 
tnands of your dwlisa- 
n, are not absolute; you 

. . n choose others, ^ybe 

- r. Huntington is ci^t to 
J tins globalisatioo wQl 
face a kiiid of cultmral 


paranoia, an intensification 
of di fference. But that is 
only speenfetion and there 
-is equally antiioritatfve qw- 
colation pointing in tiw 
otiwr dirtetimi. 

Finally, tiw diarge can be 
levelled at Huntington tiiat 
be appears to be bendhig 
over backwards to define an 
aa gf e ssi ve foreign policy for 
mel7.S. Cntlmm conflict is 
an even better justification 
fhan tiw merely ideological 
conflict of tiw cold war. 
There are more enemies- 
and tte frontiers are more 
cleariy defined. And tins' 
threat is more or less 
permanent, a constant 
pressure on the Anwricaiis 
to gttffen tiwir sinews and 
qirnmn n np tbdr blood. 

Bnt tiw fairest summary 
of Huntington’s po^on is 
riia» it has been an import 
tant corrective. The ddfeat 
of rvwnmniMsm fed to many 
fedle simplifications, not- 
ably about tiie universal 
panacea of free maifcet eccy 

nomics. Tins led to danger- 
ous generalisations about 
the world and the absurd 
as s umption tiiat, in tiw end, 
everybody would sncc^b 
to Western consomerism. 
Huntington’s importance' 
was to point out that there 
are great diffeieaces be- 
tween peoples that cannot; 
te eliminated either by 
libeiial idealism or con- 
servative economics. For 

not evCTyfaody is A meri can 

and some ffli^t not want to 
be to tiie point of war. 


the Arab scene. As far as 
we are concerned, we will 
remain to be a source of 
support for, and twQgtangg 
to our Fafestinian bzechien 
imtil they attain all their 
rights. ' 

Jordan, once tte Pafesti- 
niflng were negotiating 
their own, subsequently 
took to n^otiatmg over its 
own limits in its Tand and 
water. Ihese efforts were 
crowned with tiw arrival at 
a peace treaty, ratified 1^ 
your distin guished assmnbly 
through ^ honourable and 
democratic process. This 
treaty has restore d to ns OUT 
full and complete rights in 
terms of onr land and our 
water. We are now, ladies 
and gentlemen, b^ond the 
stage of peaoe^raUng. It 
has DOW becernw our right* 
even our duty, to enter the 
{rfiase of peace-building, so 
that our peofrie can enjoy 
the frnhs erf peace and 
assume its role in tiw Arab 
and internatioit^ arena in 
safety and comfort. As the 
battle for peace has its re- 
quirements, my govern- 
ment wfll shonlOCT its re- 
sponsibilities with the 
seriousness and confidence 
r e quir ed us to benefit 
fhfly from the comm^wn- 
rive development that oar 
re^n will witness. 

As we strive to imple- 
ment tiw peace treaty with 
Israel, we cannot accept the 
bypessuig of our leadii^ 
row in estabKshtng clear 
inter-Arab relations, and in 
nnitiiig tiw Arab fold id the 
face of tiw challenges of a 
period characterfred 
giant £ m np in ps- For *h»g 
reason, my government has 
tried and continue to 
work towards transcending 
the estrangement and 
alienation tiiat befefl our 
relations witii some sisteily 
co un tries, and to mtore 
cohesion to joint Arab ac- 
tion, away' from previoas 
poshkms ulddi have been 
'snperceeded by regional 
aim inteniational deftek^ 
ments and events. We wm 
continue to woric towards 
lifth^ tiw embargo imposed 
on fe people of Iraq who 
have never thought twice 
about foUSIliog their duty 
towards their nation, in 


whose defence they made 
many a meat sacritee. We 
firmly beneve that h is tiwir 
ridt to enjoy a free and 
(j^nified Im within the 
framework of freedom, 
demoGia^ and justice. 

We are frilly detennined 
to {rim Jordan on die eco- 
•nomic map of the world, 
t^ng advantage of its 
^rategic location, and of 
tiie elmnoits (rf security and 
staU^ on it soil, as as 

its process of devdopment 
in an atmoqiheFe of dmno- 
cracy add moderation. The 
Amman EcoocMnic Summit 
was tte crowning aduevo* 
ment of oar efforts in tins 
regard, and came as a natn- 
raTre^ of tte era trf 
peace. Through tte coor- 
dinatfld eff o Tts of tiiose de- 
dicated Jordanians from all 
walks of life, from the pub- 
lic as well as the private 
sectors, all woridng in the 
qiirit of one team, Jordan 
was able to its 

dviUsed acoompliMinents 
in teraw of {Kcparation, 
organisation, and presenta- 
tion of feasiUe p ro j ect s . 

Tte summit was an over- 
whelming success by all 
accounts, and it is our sia- 
cere hope tiiat onr people 
irill feel tte fruits of th^ 
efforts, and the results of 
tiiis endeavour in tiw few 
years ahead. This can be 
achieved tiuough providing 
more basic services, attract- 
ing numerous investments, 
creating new jte oppor tmi i- 
ties and dweloping the 
national economy in a way 
tiiat would guarantee tiw 
enhanceownt of onr be-' 
loved country’s potential. 
Also, providmg tte basic 
needs of citizens and realist- 
ing tfaeir hopes for a better 
fetnre. 

My government has 
already begun serious work 
ainMtrf at flW 

Stru c t ur e of our nattonal 
economy tiirou^ a model 
frameworic of parttwrslnp 
wttii tte Eui^)^ Union, 
as wefl as through joiniiig 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion. This year has witnes- 
sed a rise in economic re- 
covery indScators, in no 
gnatl part due to the impor- 
tant role played by yonr 


distingursbed assemUy in 
passing a pstkage of econo- 
mic Isolation tiiat create 
the appropHate enwon- 
ment Iw doihestic, Arab 
and international invest- 
ment. 

Ca[Htal expenditure by 
the government has in- 
creased by rmproadmatdy 
20 per cent. National ex- 
ports increased by 26 per 
cent. The gross dome^ 
prodna inaeased by a mai^ 
gin of 6 per cent. And the 
satisfactory levd of finan- 
cial and mmetary statnlity 
achieved by tiw country en- 
abled tte g«4iangft rate of 
the Jordanian dinar to 
maintam its curren t level. 
Our natumal debt has bear 
reduced throogh debt for- 
gveness, debt purdiase, or 
debt resrtiediilmg We ^ 
eontinne to work along with 

frwndly and sisteriy conn- 
tries, as well as inteniation- 
al organisations in order to 
fnrther reduce tiw burden 
of our national debt. 

My govenuneut wfll con- 
tinue to inqrienwnt mear 
sures to curtail bureaucracy 
through simplicity and 
transparency in order to 
activate the pioneering role 
of tiw private sector m tiw 
process of economic de- 
velopment. The infras- 
tructural services are now 
spread across tiw entire 
country, and my govern- 
ment is woridng towards 
farther expanding these ser- 
vices, aiiile ensming fair 
distribution, and paying 
special attention to remote 
areas as well as promising 
regions that will hopefully 
become solid pillars of our 
national economy. My gov- 
ernment is also working on 
institutionalising pnoUc 
administration and sim- 
{rfifying hs procedures in a 
matwiCT that pcofrie can re- 
late to, them to 

conduct tiwir busuwK eati- 
ly, efficiently and frdrty. 

The educational process 
is the basis of devemment 
and tte foundation im sci- 
entific and tedmological 
advancement In tins re- 
gard, my government is still 
in the process of inir 
pfementing die educational 
reform progcamnw, which 
lyould inepare .fntnre gen- 


U.S. sees party participation in 
Egyptian election as heairtenihg 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — November 29 to elect 444 
’’One <rf tiie thing s that’s^ members of the People's 


heaiteoing about the eleo- 
dons in Egypt tiiis time is tiiat 
more of the opposition par- 
ties were invoh^, i^yed a 
role, put up candidates,.^' 
State Department Acting 
September Glyn Davies said 
Friday. ”Of course tiw Mus- 
lim Brotfaerfaood was not 
amcmg them.” 

There has been “an im- 
provement, compared witii 
earlier polling, because there 
were more candidates avail- 
able from some of tiw oppefri- 
tiou parties. And tiw gov^- 
ment of Egypt, as any state, 
has tte right and oWgation 
to take stqK in hs security 
interests if h judges that a 
groiq) is threatening tilOSe 

interests,” Mr. Davies said. 
He added that tte Unhed 
States had concerns about the 

pftlKng - 

The office of the spokes- 
man posted the following 
answers to taken questions: 

Q: ViTiat is the U.S. reac- 
tion to Egyptian pariiamen- 
taiy electros? 

A: After several weeks of 
intmise campaigning, Egyp- 
tian voters went to the polls 


Assembly, Egypt’s pwlia- 
ment. There were over 4,000 
candidates and voter turnout 
was reportedly strong in 
some areas. 

"We are encomaged 1^ 
wideqnead public interest in 
tte campaigns and the ex- 
pected return of many 
oppoaticMi parties to tiw Feo- 
frfeS Assembly. Most oppoti- 
tion parties diose not to take 
part in tiw 1990 parliamen- 
tary elections. 

We hope that tiw results of 
the election and tiw forma- 
tion of a new People’s 
Assembly will serve to 
strengtbra tte democratic 
process in Egypt. 

' Q: What about r^orts of 
government intimidation and 
Sectoral fraud, particularly 
relating to the Mnslim- 
Brotherhood? 

A: We are concemed by 
reports of actions taken ay 
tte Egyptian govenunent in 
tiw period prereding tiw elec- 
tion, in particnlar daims of 
harassment, arrest, deten- 
tion, and tiie trial of pcflitical 
activists ate campaign woric- 


ers. 

We have also seen reprots 
of irregularities ate govern- 
ment interference with the 
dection. These ref»rts, if 
confirmed, would be in direct 
contradiction whh President 
Mubarak's public instructions 
to his government not to in- 
terfere. 

In light of statements by 
Egyptian government offi- 
cials ate tii^ public ctMumh- 
nwnt to free and fair elec- 
tions, we expect that auc- 
tions of fraw ate elected 
irregnki^es will be fully in- 
vestigated. 

Q: Does tiw U.S. consider 
die election to have been free 
and fair? 

A: I want to rdterate that 
reports erf nregnlarities and 
government inte r eference, if 
oonfinned, would be in con- 
tradiction with President 
Mubarak's public instructions 
to his g ovCT m nent not to in- 
terfere ate tiw Egs^itian gov- 
ernment’s public commit- 
ment to the holding of free 
fair elections. We expect tiiat 
afl afl^ations of fnuid ate 

electoral irrcl^”^ ^ ^ 

investigated. 


King Fahd f Bosnia deal is challenged 


(Continued from page 1) 

pamfdl knee. Last year he 
underwent gall bladder 
snrg^. 

l^omats in Riyadh said 
the kmg was due to travel to 
Geneva January for an op- 
eration on his knee. 

His state of health is being 
closely monitored by ofl mar- 
kets concerned about any -up- 
set in tte world’s top ofl 
producing country wtuefa pro- 
duces eight million barrels 
per day. 

The British weekly ma^- 
zine Tte EooD(Hnist said in its 
editiott on Nov. 18 that fee 
long was ill ate highli^i^ 
that be was the man behind 
all decisions on tte country’s 
ml policies# 

l^g Fahd became the 
oountiys fifth monarch on 
June 13, 1982, fcrflowing the 
sudden death of his half- 
brother. King Khaled. 

He had been named crown 
prince and first deputy prime 
minister in 1975 with the 
assassination of Kin^ Faisal. 

He was born in Riyadh in 
1921, the 11th of tte 45 re- 
oordte sons of Abdul Aziz 
Ben Sand. 


(Continued fimn page 1) 

Mndim Federation, Kresimir — was allowed to remain in 


Zubak, officially resigned 
'from ^ post Saturday, tiw 
Croatian news agency Hina 
reported. 

Mr Zubak, a Croat, bad 
threatened to resign last 
month after be strongly 
opposed conceding Croat- 
held territoiy in northern 
Bmma to Smbs under tiw 
Dayton accord. 

His resignation was 
accepted at a meeting of his 
party at Mbstar, in soatiiem 
Bosnia-Heizegovina. 

Zubak — a membw of 
the Bosnian brandi of Croa- 
tian President Ranjo Ttadj- 
man’s HDZ party — was an 
unefected party appoiDtee to 
the post in IW. 

He will be replaced in the 
federation presidency by Via- 
difflir Soljic, “defence minis- 
ter” of fee self-prodaimed 
Bosnian Croat republic of 
Heizeg-Bosnia. the agency 
said. 

Mr. Znbak had taken issae 
wife last month’s peace deal 
unter udiich tte strategic 
Fosavina corridor — wfaidi 
had a majority Onoat and 
Muslim prewar population 


Serb hands. 

In Zureb Saturday, more 
than 3,000 demonstrators cal- 
led on Pieadent Ttidjman to 
reject tte deal oefeng the 
oGwridor to tte Serbs. 

The oppofiitioD r^ was 
tte laig^ in Croatia since 
independence in 1991, ate 
tiw second in a week. 

A senior U.S. military offi- 
cial said meanwhile the first 
group of U.S. troops assigned 
to a NATO peaceke^iing 
misdon in Bos^ wfll leave 
Germany by Monday. 

The said fee first 

U.S. troops, opected to 
number about 700, will be 
part of a 2,500-membcr 
NATO “enabling force” to 
pave fee way for the main 
bulk of 60,000 troops, who 
will go to Bosnia after the 
Dayton peace deal is fbrmally 
signed in Paris. 

Eariier, U.S. President Bill 
CKnton formally approved 
tte NATO plan to d^loy 
troops in Bosnia ate paid a 
special visit to boost the 
mof^ of U.S. units heading 
for tte former Yugoslav re- 
public. 


erations to face the de- 
velopment needs and re- 
ouirraents of the twenty 
first century. This can only 
be done tllioild enhanang 
knowledge andfurther de- 
veloping educational 
methods, as well as instill- 
ing tte basic ccmcepts of 
participation, cooperation 
and democracy. 

My government will pay 
special attention to the 
youth of JcHdan, by creat- 
ing a national youth foram 
through which they can ex- 
plore their potentials in tte 
service of their country and 
nation, guided by an in- 
fonnation system ebajraete- 
rised by responsible aware- 
ness and open-minded 
advice. Since we res^ that 
the infonnatioii sector and 
the press reflect fee image 
of tiie country before onr 
c iti ze ns ate tte woild at 
lam, we will work towards 
enhancing their loles in the 
framework of respo n sible 
freedom, ate away £r^ 
demagoguery, character 
assassmation, defamation 
and total disregard for tte 
country’s adiieven^ts. 

Our pol|Mts shall remain 
committed to our faith and 
to fee constants of our na- 
tion, pieadnng in tiw name 
of God ate to IBs righteous 
way through wisdtm ate 
good counsel, devoid of 
fanaticism or rigidity, ate 
oeitai^ away fir^ the use 
of religiOD as a means to 
achieve pencmal, partisan, 
or vestte interests. Tte 
cultural movement win re- 
main to be the focus of our 
attention so feat we can 
enhance freedom of ex- 
pression and support wri- 
ters and innovators, as well 
as establishing more cultu- 
ral centres. 

My government is ever 
concerute wife providing 
co mp rehensive seenrity to 
the country and its citizens, 
where people can feel confi- 
dent tiiat the^, tiwir proper- 
ty ate tiwff bonew are 
safeguarded. This should 
stretch to cover social 
security through providii^ 
job opportuni^ and care 
fin* needy families; throng 
encouraging social assist- 
ance programmes ate char- 
itable work in a country 


that is abundant wife good- 
will; through guaranteeing 
social harniony and solidar- 
ity, and widening the net- 
work of medical T'**»inr.sc. 
It should also stretch to 
encompass food security 
throng developing agn- 
cultmil programmes, snb- 
sufising fee productive far- 
mer, and regulating agri- 
cultural production, 
marketing, and processing. 
Fnrther to secure sufficient 
food reserves and ensure 
that subsidy readies thoto 
who deserve it in an 
^mropriate manner. 

Our democratic process 
has now taken root and has 
become a remarkable mod- 
el commended by our 
friends ate envied by those 
who bode us Al. We will 
eontinne to ^uide this pro- 
cess until afl its benefits are 
reaped, for fee betterment 
of our people, in an atmos- 
phere of freedom ate plur- 
alism of feou^t, opinion 
and affiKation, ate m the 
framework of belonging to 
this homeland and commit- 
ment to its supreme in- 
terests. Demooacy does 
not mean anarchy or trans- 
gressing fee country’s law 
and order. Nor does it 
mean harming national uni- 
ty, denigrating every 
accomplishment, ate assas- 
sinatiim the good reputa- 
tion of our coontry ate its 
people. We will continue to 
observe these phenonwnae 
whiefa fight democracy in 
the name of demoenwy, 
and we shall confront them 
in an appropriate manner, 
according to tte constitu- 
tion and to tte law, for we 
are all responsible for put- 
ting an end to these alien 
trends that have nothing to 
do with our social and 
national values. 

We realise clearly that 
stability is tiw corneistone 
to adneving progress ate 
development. The absence 
of stability induces 
apprehension, confusion, 
and leads ns towards fee 
unknown. We also realise 
♦hat riiK is an important anH 
promisiiig phase, God will- 
mg, which requires new 
concepts and standards 
based on competence ate 
disdfrfiiw. It also reqaires 


Srour reelected unopposed 


- (CMtinaed firom page 4) . 
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mean anmrfay or transgres- 
sing the country's law and 
order. Nor does it mean 
harming national unity, de- 
nigrating every accomptish- 
ment ate assassinating tte 
good reputation of onr coun- 
try and its people.” 

Sp^iker Shnour {rfec^ed in a 
sptedx after his election that 
te would give all deputies 
equal opportunity to speak 
and that the House’s adminis- 
tration would do all it can to 
preserve irfuralism and demo- 
cracy. 

*T pledge to do my best for 
tte service of eveiybody ate 
to preserve tiw ri^t of all 
deputies to express their 
(^nnions freely even if tiwre 
were d i fferences,” te said. 

“The march of Shura and 
democracy will oontinne for- 


ward and add io our achieve- 
ments to ensure..an atmos- 
l^re of justice^ efign^ and 
righteousness,” he said. 

The House elected a com- 
mittee to prepare its reply to 
the King's qieedi. Tte panel 
includes Ibrahim Kilani, 
Abdullah Ensour, Abdul 
Karim Dughmi, Mohammad 
Daoudieh, Fawri Toueimeb, 
Abdul Hadi Majali, Moham- 
mad Ifejj ate Taber Al Mas- 
ri. The committee is expected 
to meet today. 

Tte Upper House of Par- 
liament convened earlier 
under the chairmantiiip of 
Spe^r Ahmad Lawzi. Tte 
S^te elected a committee 
to reply to tte King’s speedi. 
The committee includes Tab- 
er Hflcmat, Nasseredfaie Al 
Assad and Jawdat Sbool. 

The Senate also elected its 
judiciary, financial, adminis- 


belief in this country and 
gjving it its fair sbm of 
loyalty and gratitude. All 
these elements totally con- 
txadict some of what we see 
in terms of attempts to diip 
away and destroy, on tiw 
one hand, ate attempts to 
inflict self damage, on fee 
other. 

Our impartial judiciary 
will be given every care and 
. attention. My government 
will continue to provide it 
wife every means of sup- 
port and to preserve its 
independence so that it can 
remain to be tiw guarantor 
of justice and the protector 
of people's rights and free- 
dcw. As for our valiant 
armed forces, they have al- 
ways been and continue to 
be the impregnable shield 
that protect our homeland, 
supported in earnest by 
national security depart- 
ments within fee country. 

As we pay tribnte to fee 
dedication, loyalty, (fisd- 
pline and professfanalism of 
our armed forces, the Arab 
Army, we recognise and 
appr^ate their heroism 
and tte sacrifices they made 
in all the battles they en- 
tered in defence of onr na- 
tion and our rights. We 
remgnise, wife exceptional 
pride, their exempli per- 
formance which reflected 
the bright and noble image 
of our country nfefle putici- 
pating In international 
peacekeeping forces in a 
number erf countries around 
the world. 

We are also proud of our 
national seenrity depart- 
ownts, which have always 
been a true example of dis- 
dpliiw and dedication in 
protecting national seenrity 
in accordance wife thm 
sublime prindples and high 
standards. ^nsMuentiy, 
my government wiD extmid 
every support to our armed 
forces ate security d^wrt- 
ments by providing state-of- 
fee-ait weaponry whidi wfll 
enable them to carry out 
tiwir noble duties effioendy 
and wife distinctioD. 

“My Lord! Make tins a 
dty of peace ate feed its 
people wife fruits.” 

May God's Peace, Mer^ 
ate Blessings be upon you 
all. 

trative, foreign affairs, edu- 
cacioDiri, environment and 
social devek^mient commit- 
tees. . . • 

“Tte issues that we are 
tackling are not limited to 
domestic matters, they ex- 
tend to tte tng role that 
Jordan {rfays on the national, 
regional and international 
levels.” Speaker Lawzi told 
tte Senate. Parilament seeks 
to “enhance our democratic 
process and respect for hu- 
man rights as well as to re- 
construct relations wife all 
countries in light of fee new 
visions that emanated from 
tte Amman ecoDomic sum- 
mit and the Barcelona con- 
ference.” 

“Our democratic march 
win continue based on co<^ 
eration between the legisla- 
tive and executive authorities 
under tiw guidance of His 
Majesty King Hnssefai,” he 
addte. 


Jordan, France sign military accord 


(Continned fttun page 1) 

Ion, speaking through a 
Fie^-Arabic interpreter. 

“The Middle Eak needs 
staInKty and peace,” said the 
Frendi minister, adfeng that 
tiw positions of King Hussan 
and political leaders “will 
allow ^ peace procem to 

Russia 

(Continued fhrni page I) 
Russia would be strei^feen- 
ing hs ties whh all countries 
in fee region.” he added. 

Israel’s Deputy Defence 
Nfinister Ori On said Samr- 
day h was possible Israel 
eamd mount an operation to 
persuade Syria and Lebanon 
to stop attacks by HizboUab 
guenillas. 

Mr. Orr said that in effect 
tiwre was no peace process at 
present between farad and 
Syria. 

“Fm saying that it’s possi- 
ble that there would be a 
shnation, really, tiiat it would 
be necessary to take an 
eration such that both fee 
govenunent of Ldmiop and 
the government of Syria, ate 
also HizboUab, would under- 
stand feat continuing like tins 
... has a more paimhl price 
for them,” Mr. Orr told 
farael’s army radio. He re- 
fused to elaborate. 

Mr. Orr said farad did not 
ynirg into account efforts to 
revive st^ed peace talks wife 
Syria when contidering bow 
to react to pro- Iranian Mz- 
boUah (Party of God) guenil- 
la rocket attacks from South 
Lebanon on its northern 
communities. 


ocNitnine ate create stalnlity 
nnder all drcnmstanccs.” 

Mr. MUlon said tte issue of 
French military supplies, in- 
dnding aircraft, would be di^ 
cussed at experts level “in the 
coining weeks.” He did not 
elaborate. 

The Jordan News Agency, 


Petra, reported that the 
Ring’s tails wife Mr. NfiUon 
dealt with Jordanian-French 
relations and means to sup- 
port peace in former Yugois- 
lavia. It said the King pre- 
sented Mr. Mitlon with tiw 
Al Kawkab Medal of tiw 
Hrst Order. 


PNA refuses guaranteed seats 

/f'mitiniiMl fmm naa» II Wblch alSO haS 


(Continued ftxnn page I) 

had already registered in fee 
Gaza Strip and West Bank, 
induding East Jernsalem, by 
the end of November, 
Palestinian sources said. 

Around 1.2 million PaJesti- 
nians out of a population of 
2.S million will be eligble to 
vote in the poll, held in con- 
sticnendes — 11 on tiw West 
Bank, indudmg East Jeru- 
salem, and five in Gaza. 

Imad Al Falouji, owner of 
Ai Watan newspt^ affili- 
ated wife Humas, attended 
^turday’s meeting but said 
be was not there as a Hamas 


representative. 
Arafat b 


Mr. Arafat has been trying 
to diannel Hamas’ and Isla- 
mic Jihad’s opposition away 
from violence — their mili- 
tants have killed scores (rf 
Israelis in suidde bombings 
— and into political channels. 

Tte smater Islamic Jihad 
has been most resistant to 
Mr. Arafat's overtures. 
Hamas and the PNA have 
eonducted a dialogue but 
Hamas has so far stood by its 
call for a boycott of the elec- 
tions. 

Tte PNA has itseil delayed 
endorsement of the draft law. 


which also has to be 
approved by tiw Palestiiw 
National Coundl (PNC). 

Hie acting speaker of tiw 
PNC, Salim Al 21anoun, said 
80 members vdio are resi- 
dents of tiw Gaza Strip were 
ta^g part in the meeting. 

On Wednesday, he prop- 
osed ‘delaying the Pdesti- 
nians’ first general eleciioos 
after 42 members of the 
coundl held a meeting in 
Ramallah. 

Mr. Zanoun said be would 
meet Mr. Arafat to conrider 
fee main points in the elec- 
toral law and suggest amend- 
ments. 

“We will ask the Palesti- 
nian caMnet for an eventual 
delay of the Palestinian dee- 
tions,” Mr. Zanoun said, 
witiiout e^^laining udiy they 
were seekiiig the delay. 

Tte PNC comprises 483 
members representing all 
Palestinian political fateims,' 
bnt they have not convened 
sinoe a 1991 session 

Mr. Arafat has cafled on 
fee conncil to meet two 
months after fee elections, as 

requested by Israel, to amend 
the PLO charter which caDs 
for the destruction of fee 
Jewish state. 
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Gulf Arabs help Bahrain revive economy 


MANAMA (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia and two otber Arab 
Gntf states have decided to 
help their neighbour Bahrain 
revive its eoonoiny aftn a 
wave of anti-goyeronient pro- 
tests eariier this year, d^l^ 
mats and economists said. 

Hie government here said 
the protests not affect the 
economy, although schools 
and othw facilities were hit, 
with dami^ to electric tram- 
foimeis aione estimated by 
the govemmeot at $2.38 mil- 
lioo. 

Dqrfmnats and bankets in 
Manma said die unrest also 
undenmned the retail and 
b^l trade and froze invest- 
ment projects for several 
months. 

“The government hopes to 
revive ^ sitoation in 1996 
thanks to a large Saudi oil 
concession, einplo 3 nnent pos- 
sibilities for Bahrainis in 
Kuwait and heavy investment 


from the United Arab Emi- 
rates,*' an Arab diplomat 
said. 

Saudi Arabia, linked to 
Bahrain via a bridge over the 
Gulf, plans to grant an oil 
concession to Bahrain. For 
several yean more than IS 
per cent of the oil refined by 
the Bahrain Petroleum Co. 
(BAPCO) has come from 
Saudi AiaUa. 

Oil industry sources here 
said Riy^ plans to give 
Manama its entire share of 
the prodnction 100,000 bai^ 
rels per day (b/d) of the 
o^im field at Abn Saafa, 
whose reservers are esti- 
mated at 23 million barrels. 

Under an accord signed in 
1972, Bahrain had a one- 
diird share of the prodnction 
and Sau(fi Arabia two-thirds, 
but divided it up equally after 
the end of 1994. 

Bahrain, whose sole oil- 
field was discovered in 1932, 


has seen its oil revenues de- 
cline. Its reserves are current- 
ly at nearly 160 

million barrels, but its ex- 
ploitable reserves will run out 
in about 20 years. 

Production peaked at 
76,639 b/d in but has 
dedined at the rate of 4.3 per 
cent a year and output is 
estimated now at 42,000 b/d, 
widi exports to Europe and 
Asia. 

In 1994, (Ml brought in $7S8 
million, or 45 per cent of the 
total revenue of $1,667 bil- 
lion, a drop of 17.9 per cent 
compared to 1993’s oil re- 
venue, according to official 
figures. 

The bodget deficit almost 
doubled in 15194 to $340 mil- 
lion, up from $1'^ miliion in 
1993. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait prom- 
ised this month to enccmrage 
its state-run and private firro 
to hire Bahrainis following a 


visit 1^ the labour and stxaal 
affairs minister, Abdnl Nabi 
A1 Sboola. 

“Bahrain attaches great 
imMitance to ccxiperaticm 
with Kuwait in this &ld," 
Mr. Sboola told reporters. 
Bahrain has been hurt by 
unempl()yment created by 
the exhaustion of its 

oil reserves. 

Bnt the authorities said the 
number of unemployed is not 
worrisome and can be 
absorbed. Mr. Shoola said 
the unemployment rate for 
nationals has dropped from 
13.8 per cent at the end of 
1993 to 4.6 per cent in Au- 

Diplomats and exiled 
(^^xiation members said the 
unemploymeat rate is hi^rer 
than me official rate and was 
one of tbe main causes for the 
unrest, but the government 
denies this. 


The government has tried 
to create jobs since the five- 
motttb wave of unrest ended 
in April. 

It has also tried to encour- 
age more jobs for Rahrainic 
at the expense of foreigners. 

In tbe last ten months the 
number of Bahraini worimii 
has increased by 8.7 per cent, 
wbUe the number of expatri- 
ate workers has dropped by 
3.5 per cent, aoconfing to 
offidai figures. 

A total of 540,000 people 
live in Bahrain, including 
200,000 foreigners. 

The Abu Dhabi Develop- 
ment Fund, meanwhile, has 
decided to help revive the 
economy, by financing tbe 
construction of a port for the 
new A1 Ifidd industrial zone 
as well as a power statfon to 
meet growing industrial 
mand. 

No figures were disdosed. ' 


Minister warns French strike 
impact ‘catastrophic’ 


Yugoslav central bank 
aims for export economy 


BELGRADE (R) — Rump 
Yugoslavia's central bank 
chief has predicted a new 
reform package enacted this 
week would boost exports 
and lay the foundation for a 
proposed privatisation of 
state-owne(l industry. 

Dragoslav Avramovic, 
|ovemoT of the Federal 
National Bank, said in an 
inforview the devaluatfon of 
^ dinar and cuts in tari& 
should lead to a rise in ex- 
ports foUcrwing tbe suqien- 
sion of U.N. sanctions 
against Belgrade. 

“One move, combined 
with the lifting of sandions, 
will result in a higher volume 
of eiqio^ and certainly high- 
er receipts for alrrady ex- 
isting e^^rts," said Mr. 
Avramovic. 

Tbe dinar was bron^t into 
line with tbe black market 
rate on Sunday, with banks 
oi^rings 3.3 dinars to one 
.mark. 

Mr. Avrarrc ric did not say 
by hew i<s 

exports to rise. 
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ler firms more competitive, 
eliminating complex and ex- 
pensive payment arrai^e- 
ments. 

The devaluation has been 
bolding SO far on the black 
market and Mr. Avramovic 
said he expected the dinar to 
remain stable. 

“It’s (the devaluation) 
been well received. There has 
been no pamc... we con- 
firmed the situation which 
already existed.” 

Romp Yugoslavia — Ser- 
bia and Montenegro — plan- 
ned to stick to a tight monet- 
ary policy and the Natkmal 
Bank wQi ‘^freeze” the prim- 
ary moo^ supply, said Mr. 
Avramovic. 

“We hope we can create an 
atmo^iheFc that this is here 
to stay, that hard money rrill 
stay,” be said. 

Nfr. Avramovic became a 
popular figure in Serbia when 
be devised a successful prog- 
ramme two years ago that 
conquered a di^astating bout 
of hyperinflation. 

He bad to water down his 
latest reform measures this 
month after meeting resist- 
ance from ruling socialists, 
who delayed any action on 
privatisation. 

M- Avramovic said diis 
weeK h measures 'votild foster 
more competitiou and create 
“momentum” for privatisa- 
n. 01 what he calls “demo- 
cratisation of ownership.” 
“The (reforms) have given 
•n t'hanee " h* 
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EU plans to Offer E. Europe 
second class membership 


.'onsis. hr .Li-2. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Ibe 
integration of eastern Euro- 
pean states into the Euro- 
pean Union (£U) will be 
subject to lengthy transition 
periods during wfaidi their 
ri^ts will fall short of those 
enjoyed by current members, 
according to proposals from 
the European Commisskm. 

The need for transitional 
periods to prevent the plan- 
ned eniai^ement from pro- 
ving prohibitively expensive 
for the Union's farm and 
regional aid budgets was the 
dominant theme of two 
strategy documents which 
will be submitted to a summit 
of £U leaders in Madrid this 
month. 

The growing realisation of 
the problems associated with 
granting countries like Po- 
land or Hungary membership 
was also reflect^ in a warn- 
ing from Commisrion Presi- 
dent Jacques Santer that the 
doors to the east could not be 
opened without “substantial 
reform,” of EU institutions. 

“We have to make a suc- 
cess of deepening before we 
can look at enlargement,” 
Mr. Santer said. 

pFopos^ to streamline the 
EU's decision-making will be 
discussed during next year's 
i..i.ergovernmental confer- 
ence (IQC). 

But moves such as reduc- 
•‘•i* scope of national 

..vasir. t'nc 

of the European Par- 
liament are fiercely opposed 

" Britain and stand little 
. ..-..e 0 ; winning the re- 


Daily Crossword by Alvin 1_ Bec^r 


ACROSS 
1 Equal 
6 Tab 

1 0 Ogden the poet 

14 Without — in the 
world 

15 Put jdrd ship 
IF * •. mber of the 

orchestra 
.7 Fuddof 
cartoons 

18 Opera tune 

19 Walked heavily 

20 Path to 
success? 

23 Holy woman: 
abbr. 

24 Weight 
allowance 

25 Boastful talk 
28 Liquid meas. 

31 Rio — 

35 Somewhat: suff. 

36 Certain horse 

38 Expend 

39 Not too bright . 

42 Upstanding 

43 What ghosts do 

44 "Lighthorse 
Harry" 

45 Fugitive 

47 Tachometer 
letters 

48 Feminine suffix 

49 Joint 

51 Residue 
54 Bakery item 
61 Laborer 
ei '■ a meal 

6c size 

65 Wronolul act 
6^ ?h.'--;-rofTV 

67 ' on 

68 -.'.vaie ol 

69 Sriiaii t-vpapon 

70 Wh:m 

DOWN 

1 Murray of old 
films 

? L .-11’ vers' gp. 

r less down 
■i Work gangs 


6 Attired 

7 Injure 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


8 Simp 

9 Pekoe holder 

10 Last, but — 

11 Dugout 

12 Chimney stuff 

13 Ms. Lamarr 

21 Lear's daughter 

22 Burst violently 

25 Thingamajig 

26 ‘...lady known 
— " (Service) 

27 Rudely bnef 

29 Pituilary 
hormone 

30 Composer Franz 

32 Greasy of 
football fame 

33 Fists 

34 Fleurets 

36 — China (pig) 

37 Enlist again 

40 my parlor," 
said the spider... 

41 ’''oprive of 

jrage 

46 Tend^ to a 
garden 
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REAMS] 

ECLAT 

£ 
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T SHD|E|M U R SI 
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I R U|L|EM I S E E| 
t NIA B ^C E ~NtT | 

t] oj urBeIsIse^ 

UIG H E ? 
■ M EGA pIh 0 N Ei 

BZ £ J. £j(Z £ £ £ 

Bs L 0 t|n E|u t1 
Bt a l eB a T T Ti 


50 MN city 

52 Neck piece 

53 the Horrible" 
(cartoon) 

54 Prepared for 

55 Laborer 

56 Cull 


57 -- about 
(approximately) 

58 Occident 

59 "Citizen — " 

60 Musical James 
64 Northern native: 

abbr. 


quired unanimous backing. 

Tbe Commission presidrat 
has also recently linked the 
start of entry negotiations 
with the eastern Europe^ 
to a successful renegotiation 
of a new EU budget, which 
will not happen until 1999. 

Advocates of speedy en- 
lamment want negotiations 
to begin as soon as the IGC is 
over with the aim of bringing 
the first countries in as soon 
as the year 2000- 

^riculture Commissioner. 
Franz Fischler said extending 
tbe EU’s current ^stem of 
farm subridies to the ten east- 
ern European countries tiiat 
have signed association 
agreements would add 12 bil- 
lion ECU (S1S.8 billion) to 
tbe annua! budget by 2010. 

The Commission declined 
to publish its estimate of the 
cost of applying its system of 
md to the four pcorest coun- 
tries in the Union to the 
impoverished east, under- 
stood to be a colossal .38 


billion ECU ($49.4 billion) 
per year. 

Both the total cost and the 
fact that Greece, Ireland,* 
POrtu^ and Spain, the main 
benefidaries of corrent EU 
aid, would suddenly find 
thefloselves at the back of the 
queue make this politically 
impossible. 

“Enlargement without 
guarantees of cohesion funds 
^ the four poorest countries 
would be socially unaccept- 
able and politically unthink- 
able,” said Monika Wulf 
Mathies, commissioner for 
tile Tenons. 

To prevent and to cope 
with enlargement, the com- 
mission is proposing ongoing 
reform of the CAP coupled 
with measures to help the 
eastern Europeans mod- 
ernise their agricuftnral sec- 
tors during tbe transitional 
period. 


PARIS (R) — France's in- 
dustry ministe r warned Satur- 
day that public sector strikes, 
now in their ninth day, coulci 
have “catastrophic” coosequ- 
ences for Fren^ business and 
threaten jobs. 

Strikes which have para- 
lysed the railways and are 
spreading gradoally to other 
services put France's con- 
valescent economy at risk, 
Franck Borotra said in a tele- 
visiem interview. 

“Fifty per cent of the eco- 
' nomic activity of small and 
medium businesses in the 
Paris region is blocked, and 
this means fragility for p^ 
pie's jobs,” Mr. Borotra said. 

Big stores and small 
businesses reported sharp 
drops in sales as anti- 
austerity strikes wore into 
dieir second weekend, brin^ 
ing the traditional pre- 
Cbiistmas shopping rash to a 
crawl. 

“I hc^ people wifi think 
about the foct that you can- 
not take ri^ with an eco- 
nomy in convalescence,” Mr. 
Borotra said on LCI cable 
television. 

Private companies started 
to lay off staff last week and 
tbe centre-right government 
warned strikers Friday that 
more firms would send work- 
ers home if the chaos con- 
tinued. 

Economists expect tbe dis- 
ruption to knock output 
sh^ly in tire fourth quarter, 
injuTing the economy's falter- 
ing growth. 

One said Friday gross 
domestic product, or national 
output, could shrink by as 
mniA as OA per cent in tbe 
current ({uaiter after limping 
ahead by 0.2 per cent in the 
third term. 

Unions called tbe strikes to 
protest against Prime Minis- 


ter Alain Juppe's plans to 
raise taxes to wipe out a 
social security deficit and 
help France qualify for a sing- 
le European currency. 

A to^ of 80 out of 139 
postal sorting offices were Ut 
Saturday as the strike spread 
to the mail and other ntitities. 

The strikq that has crippled 
France’s pobte transport sys- 
tem is starting to take a 
serious toll on industry as 
companies unable to ship 
products or receive supplies 
began Friday to send workers 
home. 

The steel, chemicals, agro- 
industiy and car sectors are 
among the hardest hit by tbe 
strike ^ed against welfare 
cuts and state industry res- 
tructuring. 

Caim^er PSA Peugeot. 
Gtroen Friday laid off more 
than two-ffiirds of the 11,800 
workers at its Mulhouse 
assembly for a day after 
running out of space to store 
finished cars normally trans- 
ported to dealers by rail. 

A subsidiary of the Erida- 
nia Be^im-Say ftxxl giant 
said it might have to shut 
down a vita! starch manufac- 
turing plant in northern 
France and shift pnxiuction 
outside tbe country. 

Some industries had their 
power supplies interrupted 
by striking Electridte de 
France workers as norest 
spread to other services, in- 
cluding post 

'The strike at the postal 
service will aggravate the 
situation for cornices by 
disrapting orcier, Irills, pay- 
ments, eveiytiimg that goes 
throng tire mail,” said Jean- 
Marc Zakhia, a spokesman at 
the CNPF employers federa- 
tion. 

- France’s government 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinaiy words. 


RHOBA 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirion 

How nwny timas Iwa I yriled 
at you lo dean your KMm?l 


THE BETTER HALF. 




By Glasbergen 


OT9K rwm iMta Wai me 
AIRiglic.RMrn4 


KOVEE 


TRAPIE 


ROHTAU 


MANY I 


term ihe suipnse arvswer. eii &ji;* 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“I achieved one of my career goals 
today. 1 played computer poker all 
day without getting caught." 


Peanuts 


Answer here: 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LEAKY TRIPE ICEBOX ACTUAL 
Answer What the angry chickens gave the farmer — 

A PECK OF TROUBLE 


RERUN, you've got YOUR 
5M0E5 OH THE WR0N6 FEET.. 


M TEACHING THEM 
A LESSON.. 




I M TRYING TO SHOW 
THEM THEY CAN'T ALWAYS 
HAVE THEIR OWN WAV.. 




Andy Capp 
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I ONLV KNOW ' 
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MAY I 
HELP VbU? 


f OH. 

: THANK 
L Vbu.» 




warned striking public trans- 
port workers more com- 
panies would lay off st^ if 
tbe disruption continued. 

'Trance needs to work. 
Our economy is still con- 
valescent,’’ government 
spokesman AJain L^mas- 
soure said in a statement. 

He said the retail sector 
had been particulariy hard hit 
in the vi^ Christmas sl^ 
ping season by the natim- 
wi(te strike. 

Big department stores re- 
ported-sales drops of between 
40 and 50 per cent since tbe 
strike begM last Riday. 

Alternative sources of 
transport — airlines, trucking 
and shipping — were in big 
demand but not always able 
to cope. 

Air traffic was disrupted at 
Paris’s second airport as 
striking maintenance workers 
blocked runways. Unions 
pressured truck drivers to 
strike in solidarity. 

River barge traffic eased 
some of the paralysis but 
- capacity was tigjit because 
tbe autumn season is one of 
the busiest. 

Flour mills scrambled to 
switch their supply fines to 
roads and waterways from 
rail, which handles much of 
France's 53 million tonnes 
annual grain output. Fknr 
deliveries to Paris bakeries 
were delayed in mammoth 
tra^ jams. 

Produwrs of dangerons 
chemicals were strapped as 
some of their products cannot 
safely be switched off tte 
railways. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAT, 
DFXrEMBER 3, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to PvpA 

19) Be more sympathetic 
mth those at home at this 
time and improve conditiems 
there considerably. Yoo 
sbonld not be so crftical of 
loved ones. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Flnt^g tte correct solu- 
tion to perplexing matters h 
wise in 'tfo .mornin'g today 
and latertbis^evening be voy 
consdentioiK. 

tSEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21 1 Ynn nr» v feel a lack so get 
. Rd find tbe 
ngn; way to have greater 
income. Be more wfiling to 
wcTir hard for vou to be 


MOON CHILDREN: rjuse 

22 to July 21) Stop feel^ so > rs 

sorry for yourself at diis time 

ance this only a htdnt you 
had better giet out of for your 
own good or you coitid fed *■ 

miserable. ^ 

LEO :(July 22 to August 21) v • 
Some secret affair has to be T — - 

cleaxed up quiddy today so 

that you need not feel so '■■■»■ . ‘ ^ 

ooncerned. Think seriously •• -- 

and do it. — _ 

f !- ■ 

VIRGO: (August 22 to ■ 

September 22) Be^ more _ 

objective is wise or you could 

get oonfiis^ over a frioid’s 

emotional difficulties. Get to *--...1'' 

^ heart of matters. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to *s 

October 22) very tactfid in - — 

deaUi^ with others today, • • 

espedally tbe powerful, ** 
you travel about. Handle Gte' 
dit matters wisely. ^ 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to .v. . “ 
November 21) Stop wortying -* “ 

over what you can do btte ' i 

about today and study , - 

new enterprises which could 
be profitable you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) ConeeQ- 
trate on separating buaness 
from other affairs at timo 

so that you can that 

' of security and sue- 

C.AFRICORN: (December22 
to January 20) You have to 
be tactfril with one rriw is 
senritive today and later 
tonight if you want to leadi 
^ agreement with this per- 
soQ. 

AQUARIUS: (Jannazy 21 to ^ ■/ ^ 

February 19) It would be wise S V 

to frnget buriness and other 
pi'actigal affairs at tiiis time '■ 
and later tonigfat rest iq> for a I 
busy work ahead. 

PISCES: (February 20 to l 
M arch 20) You may find to- ( 

that a usually helpfal- , 

friend majf put a damper ot 
the good time yon had plan- 


ued. Take it in your 




Bv^vtone of Deeembcn Tll^ 
quoise — Zheon 
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BBn* to merge with Magma to create new copper giant 


SYDNEY (R) — Broken IRU 
Pty Co. Ltd, Australia's, 
lai^est industry and natnral 
resources company, has 
announced [rfans to create- 
the woiid's second biggest 
copper producer by agreeing' 
to buy U.S.‘based Magma 
Copper Co. 

The 3.2 tallion Australian 
dollar ($2.4 bfllion) deal, the 
larged takeover of a foreign 
company an Australian 
firm, wul give die multina- 
tional resources group 10 per 
cent of the Western word’s 
copper prodncdon, BHP said 
in a statement. 


The new company, BHP 
Copper Group, will produce 
around 900,000 tonnes of 
copper annually in 1996 and 
possibly 1.1 million tonnes in 
1997, BHP chief executive 
John Prescott said. 

The worid's top cof^r 
producer remains ChUean 
state-owned Codelco, with’ 
annual output of over one 
million tonnes. 

“We ti^k this is a very 
good fit with BHP and we are 
very exited about it,” be told 
repoitm. The newBHPdivi- 
aon will be led by Magma's 
curren t president and duef 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for loading world cuneDdes and mid against the 
dollar on the T x wid o p foreign exdiange and bnllion markets 
Friday. 


One U.S. dollar 


1.3652^2 

1.4448/58 

1.6168/78 

1.1744/54 

29.69A73 

4.9974/24 

1600.3/108 

101.25/35 

6.5430/30 

6.3600/50 

5.5877/77 

1.414Q/S0 

0.7389/94 

7.7355/65 


One seeding $1.5296/06 
One ounce of gold $386.00/386^0 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Bel^an francs 
French francs 
itaKwii lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singupore doDais 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 
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executive J. Burgess Winter. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, Melbourne-based 
BHP will offer $28 cash per 
outstanding Magn^ common 
share and two series of con- 
vertible prefen^ stock, the 
companies said in a joint 
statement released in New 
York and Sydney. 

BHP said it would pay 2.5 
billioD Australian dollar ($1.8 
billion) to bay Magme’s 
stock. The total cost of the 
acquisition will be higher be- 
cause BHP has a^eed to 
assume Magma’s debt. 

The offer for Magma’s 
shares will begin on or before 
Dec. 5 and monld be com- 
pelted by muMaouary, BHP 
said. 

Magma's board unani- 
mously a^qiFOved the bid and 
reccmimend^ its sharehol- 

Leeson 
gets 6V2 
jail 

sentence 

SINGAPORE (R) — Former 
wfaiz-ldd trader Nick Leeson, 
whose disastrous derivatives 
dealings ixDu^t down Bar- 
ings Bank under debts of 
some $1.4 billion, was sent- 
enced by a Singapore court 
on Saturday to six-and-a-haif 
years in prison. 

Judge Richard Ma^us 
said the 28-year-old Briton 
had used bis position of trust 
to trade dishon^y and had 
“qnm a web of dmit.” 

The sentence surprised 
some lawyers who had antid- 
pated a term of between two 
and four years, ‘ and dis- 
appointed some Singapo- 
reans who felt Leeson should 
have received a longer jail 
term. 

Leeson af^ieared unfazed 
by the sentence and smiled as 
he left the courthouse for a 
maximiun-seenrity jail. 

The sentence for two 
charges of cheating was dose 
to the maximum ei^t years. 
But nine months he served in 
a saborban Frankfurt jail 
pending x xti.adi.ti pn will be 
deduct^,', and Iqgal sources 
said he may actoally serve as 
little as three^and-a-balf to 
four years with time off for 
good bebavioor. 

Leeson pleaded guilty to 
die two dirges Friday after 
prosecutors said they would 
not proceed with nine other 
fraud and forgery counts 
which could have added a 
further six years to his sent- 
ence. 


ders accept BHP's ofrer. 
Warburg Pincus Capital Co., 
' Mama^ largest shareholder 
with a 26 per cent stake, has 
agreed to sell its shares to 
BHP, the companies said. 

Most analysts welcomed 
the deal and described 
Arizona-based M^ma as a 
positive strategic fit for BHP, 
delivering the Aostralian 
company control of one of 
North America's biggest, 
lowest-cost copper smelters 
at Magma's San Manuel 
plant. 

*Tt's a good strategic fit 
with BHP's copper busi- 
ness," said Elaine Prior, 
anal]^ at Melbourne-based 
broker Mdntosh Securities, 
’‘lliey are complementary 
business. " 

Currently BHP has no cus- 
tomers in the United States, 


shipping most of its copper 
concentrate to Japan frmn its 
58 per cent-owned Escondida 
mine in Chile and 52 per cent 
Ok Tedi mine in Papua New 
Gmnea. 

The deal is expected to 
accelerate BHP's drive into 
processing copper, bolstering 
its reserves to around 24 mil-i 
lion tonnes with the addition 
of Magma's U.S. mines in 
Nevada and Arizona and the 
Tintaya mine in Peru, the 
ani^sts said. 

The analysts added that 
Magma would also help BHP 
pursue several undeveloped 
copper resources, indnding 
oxide reserves at Escondida 
and a sulphide d^xisit at 
Zaldivar in Chile. 

But some analysts 
cautioned the wisdom of 
buying into copper produc- 


tion at a time when the price 
of the metal has been ex- 
tremely volatile and the out- 
look cloudy. They described 
it as a vote of confidence in 
the metal's price. 

“Over time it should prove 
to be a sensible acquisition,” 
said Prudential Badie Au- 
scralia analyst Tim Genard. 
“If BHP had waited for the 
copper price to fall further it 
may have missed this oj^r- 
ninity.” 

“I think it's a tick for the 
copper market for BHP to 
make a move like this,” said 
Austock Brokers analyst 
Oliver Messenger. 

“All the forecasts are for 
the price to soften but the 
Chinese market and Asian 
tigers are still pretty copper 
hungry and there is still a lot 
of demand there," he .said. 
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Foodstuff tinders explain reasons for 
bigber prices 

irir THE GENERAL Association for Traders of Food- 
snifEs submitted a memorandum to the Ministry of Supply 
demanding that prices of meat, cheese and tea be floated 
and left to market forces of supply and demand. If this 
request could not be met, the memorandum demanded that 
new prices be fixed for only two months. The memoran- 
dum explained that the hi^er prices of meat came as a 
result of European countries reducing their subsidies for 
meat, milk products and cheese over the past five months. 
The reduction in subsidies for beef and frozen meat started 
with a five per cent in July. A further 3.5 per cent and five 
per cent reduction followed in October and November 
respectively. On Nov. 18, subsidies were reduced by an 
additional 25 per cent, bringing the total reduction in 
subsidies to 41 per cent. 

As such, the memorandum said prices of meat imports 
have risen as follows: 

1) $4(X) a tonne for live calves; 

2i S7(X) a tonne for fresh beef; 

.3) $1,000 per tonne for frozen boneless beef. 

In addiuon, higher transportation fares have added to 
the increase in prices, the association said. 

The association complained of large samples which are 
taken for laboratory tests and said they cost the equivalent 
of JD 500 frt>m each container and that such an extra cost is 
borne by the consumer. Another complaint was of the 
many bureaucratic measures which cause delays and, 
oons^uently, result in extra costs from storage and interest | 
(A1 Diustour). 

Lawzi shows agriculture sector 
development from 60s to 90s 

'fr'fr ACCORDING TO Salem Al Lawzi, director-general 
of the Agricultural Marketing Organisation, planted areas 
under irrigation have increased from 4S0,(X)0 dunums in 
19(^ to about 780,000 dunums at present. The volume of 
vegetable and fruit production also went up from 350.000 
tonnes in the 60s to about two million tonnes at present. 
Agricultural exports amounted to 100,000 tonnes three 
dec^es ago but now Jordanian forms exports have reached i 
tiOO.CkiO tonnes in 1990 earning the Kingdom nearly JD 100 ' 
million. (Al Ra’i). 

Board of directors inspect work of 
Nippon Jordan Fertilizer Company 

"tr-tr THE BOARD of directors of Nippon Jordan Fertilizer 
Company Ltd (NJFC) held its fourteenth meeting last 
week at NJFC office on site in Aqaba. Ibe meeting was 
headed by Chairman Sameh Madani, managing director of 
Jordan ^os^ate htines company. The board listened to a 
detailed explanation from the managing director Masatoshi 
Muranaka, on die progress and development of work, 
regarding the compound fertilizer project which is to be 
executed by the company. The boaid also reviewed other 
administrative and financial matters and appropriate deci- 
sions were taken regarding these issues. The board of 
directors toured the site of the project and reviewed the 
progress of work which was developing in parallel to the 
plarined schedule. The board expressed its appredation for 
the efforts exerted by all the employees on the project. The 
board of directors went to see the land on which the 
employees housing dty is to be built, and expressed their 
eagerness fo speed up the execution work of this bousing 
city in view to the important service provided to the 
employees of the company. Nippon Jordan Fertilizer 
Company is a joint venture between Jordan Phosf^ate 
Mines Company. Arab Potash Company on one hand and 
another four Japanese companies and corporations, with a 
capital of $24 millioD, 60 per cent of it is owned by the 
Japanese side and which is aimed at setting up a plant to 
produce compound fertilizers at the free zone area in 
Aqaba with a capacity of 300,000 tonnes and with a total 
investment of around $84.5 million. 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

iln Urn Uthaina, 3 
.bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas > 

Fumished/unfumished for i 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 
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Furnished 
apartment 
3 bedrooms 
5 th circle 
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One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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Hakkinen leaves hospital 


ADELAIDE (R) — Fiimish 
driver Mika Hal^nen, criti- 
cally hurt in a crash at last 
month’s Australian Grand 
Prix, was discharged from 
hospital on Saturday and 
headed home to Monaco. 

Hakkinen left the Royal 
Adelaide hospiLa] with two 
doctors who would travel 
with him to Monaco, hospital 
spokesman David Walsh 
said. 

“He .is steadily improving. 
He still has some rehabilita- 
tion to go throu^ but the 
staff at the hospital are ex- 
tremely happy with his prog- 
ress," Walsh said. 

Hakkinen left Adelaide 
airport with bis girlfriend 
Erja Konkanen and his per- 
sonal manager aboard a 
hospital-leased jet with spe- 
cial medical equipment. 
Walsh said. 

Hakkinen told the Ade- 
laide Advertiser newspaper he 
bad set his s igh ts on returning 


for the opening round of the 
1996 formula one season next 
March. 

In his first interview since 
the accident, Hakkinen said 
he was still oommitted to 


racing but feared aggravating 
his serious coneusara. 


"It (the crash) hasn’t 
changed my mind about rac- 
ing but at the moment Pm 
soired: I'm scared of vriiat 
might happen if I and 
bang my head again/’ the 
McLaren driver said in the 
interview, published on 
Saturday. 

“The next one to one-and- 
a-balf months is the critical 
time and the doctors tell me I 
shouldn’t hit my head again. 
It is still sore and if 1 do too 
much q>ort my bead aches," 
he said. 

‘Tm very lu^ to be in the 
situation Fm in at the mo- 
ment. At least I can walk and 
do things normally and the 
doctors say I will make a fiiU 


recover^/’ he said. 

Haitink crashed into a 
wall at high speed during 
qualifying on Adelaide’s 
street dicuit before Ac final 
race of the season. 

Asked aboat-his prospects 
of driving again, HakkiDen 
said: “Nfoybe melbonrne (the 
Australian Grand Prix on 
March 10)... it depends." 

The Advertiser said Hak- 
kinen’s last memory of the 
crash on November 10 was 
when he “lost" the back end 
of bis car wfien a rear 
deflated, ap|>arently 
being cut by debris. 

Travelliim at 270 kph. the 
car crashed into a and 
concrete barrier. 

“I cannot remember afte r 
that," Hakldnen told the 
newspaper. 

“But I remember at some 
point, whether it was strai gh t 
after or at the hospital, 1 
don’t know, that it was diffi- 
cult to breathe.” 


:er 



Nets 
on the 
road to 


recovery 


BOSTON (R) — Kenny 
Anderson helpiki put. New 


Jers^ on the road to recov- 
ery Friday as be scored 39 


Hie retired baskrtbal] jerseys of the Los 
Angeles Lakers Earvin *Magic* Johnsm 
Kareem Abdul Jabbar are donned with red 
AIDS swaresess ribbons cm Friday, as part of 
Wcwid AIDS Awarmess Day. Johnscm has 


twice retired from haffrrthali after 
be is uiV poaitiTe. A new cdncation 
by U.S. offidab was kicked crfTat raSes across 
the country, stiessin g the need for pr ev ention 
iHenters photo) 


Ground floor ful[v furnished flat vrith telephone 
available . 200 sq. meters . 3 bedrooms . large lounge 
2 bathrooms . seperate central heating . electrici^ and 
water and garage . The flat is in the 7th circle area near 
the RAC ■ The rent is for a minimum of one year . 
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Tender Announcement Number 5/95 


Jordanian - Stjrian Land Transport Company 


Rnnounces tender number 5/95 special for supplying 

(50) Truck Tractors & (50) semi-trailers 

as cals.sifications attached with the terms of the tender . 

Contractors whom are wishing to buy tender documents mentioned 
above can apply to the secret entrust of tender committee at the com- 
pany offices in ALQastal - Queen Alia International Airport road for a 
non refundable fee of JD (160) One hundred and sixty Jordan Di- 
nars. be:^ng with them official documents which proves their reg- 
istration in the records of trading agents or trading commissiones . 

Note; Commercial attaches in embassies have the right to obtain free tender copies 
Offers shoud be submitted not later than 2.BB PM on Wednesday 31/1/1996 
in company office / Al-Qasial - near Queen Alia International Airport 
For more details please call on 08 - 591545 or 08 - 591516 Fax 08 - 591519 

Chainnan / Genaral Manager 


points to lift the Nets to a 
131-123 overtime victory over 
the Boston Celtics. 

Vein Fleming sank five 
free throws in the final 99 
seconds of overtime to help 
seal the win for New Jersey, 
^ho posted their first road- 
victoiy of the season after 
eight losses. 

“I didn’t take it upon my- 
self — I just stepped it im," 
said Anderson. “We jwt 
wanted to uin this game. I 
was just doing my dung.” 
Annon Gilliam added 20 
points and 11 rebounds for 
the Nets, I^yed with 
just nine men after the six- 
player trade tihat sent snper- 
stgr Derrick Coleman to the 
76eis.. 

' “New Jer^'(6-8) had lost 
their first eigpt road contests 
by an average of 17.8 points. 

Rick Fox scored 33 points 
with 10 rebounds for Boston. 

The Nets blew a 17-point 
fourth-quarter lead as Boston 
went on a 13-0 nm to extend 
the game. 

But the Celtics (5-8) went 
cold in overtime. 

^ “It’s the same (rid dung 
Bke it has been for the last 
two years,” said Celtics guard 
Dee Brown. “We don’t play 
' hard consistendy. If we don’t 
play bard we will never win." 

bi Atlanta, Jamal Mash-- 
bum scored 13 of his 33 
points in a key thirdKiaarter 
run and Jimmy Jackson 
added 28 as the Dallas 
Mavericks defeated the 
Adanta Hawks 106-98 for 
their first road victoiy that 
snapped a seven-game losing 
streak. 

Scott Brooks scored 11 
points for Dallas (6-8), who 
also won oa the road for the 
first time in six games. 

“We rebounded and play- 
ed defence,” Jackson said. 
“We knew we had to break 
this thing, but didn't press. 
We laughed and had fun, 
staiti]^ from today’s film ses- 
sTcm: Everybody feels that’s 
the team of old.” 

Steve Smith scored 26 
points for Atalanta (10-5). 

In Nfiaxm, Keith Asians 
scored seven of his career- 
high 21 points in overtime as 
the hfiami Heat defeated the 
Charlotte Hornets 108-101 
for their fourth straight vic- 
tory. 

It was the first game be- 
twera the teams sinoe they 
eogmeered a six-player trade 
on the first day of the season 
featuring Akmzo Mou rning 



New York Knkks’ forward Charles Oakley (34) battles for the bafi with Atlanta Hawks’ centre 
the first half of their NBA game (Renters photo) 

gmng to the Heat and Glen 
Rice and Khalid Reeves jcrin- 
ing Charlotte. 

Momniug had 21 ptrints 
and 11 rebounds. Rice 
finished with 22 points, whflc 
Reeves came off the bench to 
add seven. 

In Phoenix, Kevin Johnson 
scored nine of bis 26 points in 
the fourth quarter and Wes- 
ley Person added 22 as the 
Phoenix Suns continued their 
domination of the Minnesota 
Thnberwolves with a 111-105 


Andrew Lai^ durii^ action in 


victory. 

Charles Barkley had 18 
points and 11 rebounds, and 
A.C. green scored 14 points 
and hauled down 13 boa^ 
for Phoenix, which improved 
to 25-0 against expansion 


Minnesota. 

Sean Rooks went 7-of-8 
from the field as he scored 19 
points off the bench and 
Isaiah Rider added 18 for 
Minnesota. 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp 


NBA RESULTS 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
IN WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

* The first is a 200 sq.m. independent first floor apartment (X)nsisting 
of two bedrooms, guest room, sitting room, dining, glassed-in 
veranda, garden and garage. 

* The serond is a 220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of 
three bedrooms, guest room, living room, glassed-in veranda. 

Each of the two apartments has independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 665711, 664256. 


Torooto 

105 

Philadelphia 

. 102 

New Jersey 

131 

Boston 

123 (OT) 

Miami 

108 

Charlotte 

101 

DaBas 

106 

Atlanta 

98 

Phoenix 

m 

Minnesota 

105 

Seattie 

110 

MDwankee 

99 

L.A Lakers 

113 

Vanconver 

100 


scored 27 jMnnts and Vincent 
^kew scored eight of his 10 
in a secood-quaner nm as the 
Seattle Supersomcs defeated 
tiie Milwaukee Bucks 110^. 
Milwaukee led 36-31 after 
Terry Cummings hit one of 
two free throws, but Seattie 
responded with a 13-0 run te 
take control of the gam e as 
they posted their eighth 
straight victory over the 
Bucks. 


■lin 
JDcvis 


SERVANT REQUES 

Aftunily with two kids is looking for 
a JiUpino servant, 

^ease call 680609 within 48 HRS 



In Toronto, Willie Ander- 
toi) scored IS of his 23 points 
in the first quarter as the 
Toronto Raptors raced to i 
an eariy 25-po(ot le^ and 
held off the Philadelphia 
76ers 105-102. 
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iUvin Robertson scored 22 
points and Oliver Miller 
added 20 for Toronto, wfakh 
won its fourth consecutive 
home game. Rookie Damon 
Stouci^ire scored 15 points 
and handed out 10 assists for 
the Raptors. 
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SAMIR & GHASSAN COMMERCIAL CO. 


TELEPHONH 


TAB.AL HUSSEIN 
61 2471 


7TH CIRCLE 
865828 


MOBILE 
079 30237 


LISTEDIN 
Yeliovr Pases 7 ■ 22 - 23 


WOULD LIKE YOU TO JOEM US AT THE GRAND OPENING 
OF OUR NEW BRANCH TONIGHT AT 7 O’CLOCK 


LOCATION 


7 TH CIRCLE, ABDALLAH GHOSHEH ST. OPPOSITE TO 
GENEVA BAKERY NEAR MARTINIZING DRY CLEAN. 


COME SEE OUR 12 FOOT 
“HAND MADE” CHRISTMAS TREE. 


Christmas decoration, Wired ribbon. 
Hobbies and Akt supplies. 


FORTE 

GRAND 

~VUMArt - 


The Forte Grand Anunaji Hotel is 
looking for a 


training manager 

to head the hotel's Training Department 


Candidates must: 

B.^ degree in Business Adminisuation or Education. 
’ Must have 3 years experience as a trainer. 

Be energetic, willing to work long hours. 

H3\*e excellent knowledge of English and Arabic. 

Be an outgoing, people-friendly person. 


Please send \-our C.Vj to 
The Human Resources Manager 
P.O.Box 9S0629 
Anunar) 11110 Jordan 


CDVEMA TEL: 634144 

PHiLAPELPHIA 




Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWOKLP 


Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:30, 10:45 


CINEMA TEL* 699238 

PLAZA 


Nadia A1 Jimdi, Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WUH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH KIRSCH 

Ci9MTi«MMoaa$«vk« Ire 

YOU BE THE JUDGE 

auction on- 

ni*ir Ka t 


Both vulnerable. deabt 
NORTH 
AK1063 
<?EJ 1083 
0 J 

AAKS 

WEST 
*982 
9762 

vKQ 10 65-42 
A Void 

SOUTH 
A A Q J 7 5 4 
04 

CASS 
AQ1U4 
The biddintr 
WEST NORTH EAST 

3C Dbl Pa» 

Pass 40 Pans 

Paw 6* Paa, 

Pass 


EAST 
A V'oid 
7 A Q 9 5 
097 

« J976532 


S50UTH 

40 

5* 

Pass 


Opening lead. King of <• 

Study the auctiun and play arihis 
uaiQ cfintmct, then dpcide who. if 
anyone, should be clurscd with an 
WTor, and what it v/of-. 

To suirt with. East deserve? a 
demerit for passing ihu double of 
inree disimnnds Wu would have bid 
three henru u a Icad-direetor buU 
even though that could hovy defeat- 
ed the slam, it menu only a tnild 


not be criuciz^. 

of diamonds, 
by the ace. Declarer 

o*!? learn about the 

^ break. .A diamond was ruffed in 
oi^Diy. declarer returned to hand 
“nth a high trump and ruffed the 
remaining diamood with the t^leh 
last trump When dedarer tried to 
Bet back to hand with a clab to 
laax. trump. West ruffed 
and shifted to a heart, and East's 
the setting tricL 

unludty to get 
a d-O trump split and to have the 
lust njuftd of clubs get ruffed. How- 
was juflta iit^ 
oil. The contract should have been 
rnade regardless. 

After winning the ace ofdia- 
mnnds. declarer should niff a dia- 
mond With the 10 of trumps to 
a'oid the pKsibility of an owerruff. 
tnon return to hand with tha ace tf 
^podw When the trump break is 
* w ® simple matter to 

ruir a dinmond with the king and 
ore dummy's remaining trump as 
an entn lu hand to metnet W«t's 
rcmaming fangs. Haring elimSnat- 
possibility of a defensive 
only loser would be 9 


^’1 


jtij- — - 
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CINEMA 


TEL 677420 

CONCORP 


CONCORD ''1” 

Jundi, Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh in 

A Woman Who shook the Tyrone 
of E^pt 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD "2” 

Sylvester Stallone..in 

A66A6SIN6 

S^hows: 3:30, 6,8:15,10:16 




AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 -618275 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 


Hi Citizen 


daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham*6 Theatre 

TEL: 625155 








^ “-‘ic 


in view of the travel 
of the actors abroad 
the theatre is closed 
until further notice 
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Sports 



[ Sai (klQ of Paris St. Ger aMSn (rig|et) of fi gmgprwp d uriug eariy actraa ia 
the bafl ahead of VimA Barri thrir Fteach T ragnr laatch (Renters photo) 


Newcomers 


PARIS ( Age n cies ) — The 
vBI^b of Gsiiigaiiip' 

held np mighty Paizs St. Ger- 
mni’s maxcfa tow a rds the 
Fisocfa League title when 
they bdd the giants from the 
capital to a goalless draw on 
^day. 

Mace Aan 15,000 fans, 
afaBOStdoobte t he po pnlatkm 
of Gningiiiniy crowoed intD 
the sla t fani to see the dash 
het w eea the ctnb winch was 
playing in the third tfiviaion 
only twoyeais and the 
P^QS mOlianancs. 

But the match proved 
evenly-balanced and, even 
tboogb P ari sian coach Lads 
Fetoandez boldly played four 
pMi ID front, these were no 
goris m the risitocs. 

The result cet PSG's 
le^ne lead fion seven to six 
po in ts after Lens jum ped 

U.S. lead 
2-1 in j 
Davis Cup 

MOSCOW (R) — Pete Sara- 
pras and Todd Martin gave 
the Unhed Stales a 2-1 lead 
in the Davis Cbp final on 
Samrday ndien th^ rtmwJM-H 
Rnsaia’s Te^ei^ Kafelnikov 
and Andrei OlUicivdy 7-S, 
6-4, 6-3 in die doebles. 

Samp r a s, who was carried 
off court with severe cramp 
after he beat Andrei Chesno- 
kov in a five-set match on 
Friday, showed no rign of 
injury and served several 
aces. 

At 4-4 in the second set 
with Martin serving, the Rns- 
aans aq *«^"***^»*** two break 
poeots. w^OOchovsky serv- 
aig to stay in the set and 
40-15 "iwarf, Eafdnifcov net- 
ted a *««**Mnd lemm. The 
Americans took the set 6-4. 

The Ru s aan s qnicldy col- 
lapsed to 5-1 down in the 
tfand set, wfaefa they even- 
tually lost 6-3. The match, 
fdayed befine a fieicriy parti- 
san oowd, took less than two 
boms. 

The 21-year-oId Kaiirim- 
kov, die golden bay of , 
scan t M i n k and sixth 

in the world, walked de^Km- ' 
dea dv fiom the court at the j 
end." 

Skuhravy 
to move to 
Sporting 
Lisbon 

GENOA — Italian 
S6cc^ tfiwri gn Genoa have 
agreed to loan Creefa strik e r 
Tanas Scrinavy to Portng- 
tTs SpoctiDg Lisboa Ear the 
rest of die season. 

*T love Tomas fike a son, 
maybe we can tdt theoid 
of the to see if he 

gfH retun i to being nsefhl 
for B in Serie A,” Genoa 
Preadent Aklo Spbefii was 
quoted as saying in Satnr- 
Ddlo Sport. 

The daily «piid the dobs 
here doe to the deal this 

weekend, adtfing that the 

agreementwooldgiveSpat- 

iw g dy* ti^ w tfi biy Skahtaw 
nwt righ t at the end of the 
season. 

The pow e r fti l Czech, wto 
s core d 58 gods in five Serie 
A wU Genoa, has 

h^ >n off Cain in his few 
■ p fuf ^ r a w rp-s fifw the chzb m 
tfie second t fi vi abn tins sea- 


ftom fooTth to second widi a 
2-0 win over Metz, who had 
started the day in tfand place. 

A, first half goal ftom 
Fre^ric Meyrieu and one in 
the second period from 
Cameroon striker Marc- 
Vivieo Foe carried the day 
for Leas, wh o pl ay Slaria 
Piagoe in the U^A Cop on 
Thmsday. 

Metz were not the only 
away team to sufl er on a 
miserable n^t for vishing 
teams. Lycn, who play Not- 
tindiam Forest in the UEFA 
Ciqi on Tuesday, were ^ 
onfy away side to score but 
dwy stin went down 2-1 in 
Montpellier. 

Nantes, vriio play a crnciai 
Qiamacns^ League fixture 
with F^nathinaifcos of Greece 
on WedhesdaQT, boosted their 


morale with a comfortabie 
3-0 win over Marfignes. 

Nicolas Quedec opened 
the scoring jest before the 
break and larg goals from 
Reynald Pedros and Benoit 
Caoet sealed an impressive 
victory. 

The result put the defend- 
ing champions into fifth 
pl^, nine pants belnnd the 
leaded 

Bastia beat Lille 4-0 wfdi a 
brace of goals each fton Bni- 
no Rodriguez and Anton' 
Drobnjak, the Montenegrin 
who now leads die goals^-' 
ers' table widi 14 strikes tins 
season. 

Cannes jumped o£ the bot- 
tom of the t^le with a 3-G 
win over Rennes which car- 
ried them ont of the iast three 
and the relegation zone. 


Grobbelaar 

suspended 

SOUTHAMPTON (AFP) 
— Co n trover s ial goalkeep- 
er Enuc Gtobbetear, enr- 
rsQtly fadng diarges of 
mat<±-ri^iog, was sofr- 
peeded by ins dub Soodi- 
aimiton on Saturday for 
Eaiffiig to show up for a 
leagoe match. 

"fte Premierslup clnb 
handed ant tiie mavtmuwi 
penalty for the troubled 
Zimbabwe international — 
banning turn for two wedcs* 
and fining him two weeks 
wages. 

The dob are upset that 
die player they stood 
by daring the enrrent 
match-riggmg allegatioas 
failed to retnm from inter- 
natioiial doty as promised. 

Grobbelaar had prom- 
ised ^iund on heart** to 
retnm to the dab last Fri- 
day, 24 November but (fid 
not appear ontii the foOow^ 
ing Tuesday. 

His absence forced the 
dnb to ph^ last week’s 
Premiership maiidi agnmgt 
Bolton at the DeD with 
three outfield players as 
sobs. 

Manager Dave Mezring- 
ton was farions after bend- 
ing over backwards to 
aDl^ Grobbelaar to attend 
the international tourna- 
ment in South Africa. 

Ke said: *T feel ve^ let 
down. He promised tei^ 
fhOy that he would be back 
on Friday morning. 

’T higwgd that I wanted 
him back on Friday for ^ 
Bolton game bec aose it was 
such an important match. 

“I went out on a limb for 
him to let him to go and he 
gave me his srfewm oath 
hand on heart he would be 
bade. 

“Zmfoabwe asked Inm to 
stay on £or the weekend but 
that ts not on and I had no 
heshation gjvmg him die 

wiaTimnwi p nmthm^nt f pr a 

breach of dnb rules,’* be 

art«ferf 


Arab Clubs Championship 


By a Jordan Times Staff R^raxto’ 

AMMAN — The Kngdom’s soccer cham- 
pions Al Wihdat Saturday lost 1-0 to Algeria’s 
Blnzdad in dieir first numdi at the 11th Arab 
Qubs Soccer ChamjHon^iip held in die Saudi 
capital Riyadh. 

Hie holders of the ^ngdcmi’s 1994 Premier 
League title wiH next face Kuwait’s Kathma 
on Monday. 

Hosted by Al Nasr Qub of EUyadh, the 
cooqietition groups 10 ttqi teams cfiiided into 
two groups. 

Group A indodes Algeria's Blnzdad, 
Kuwait’s Kathma, Yemen's Al wibd^ hosts 
Al Nasr in adcStiai to Al WibdaL 

Gn^ B indndes Al rfilal of Sandl Arabia, 
Tnniaa’s Al Tarajji, Bahrain's Ri£a* Ma^ne- 
bi, Sedan's Al Rfilal and Palestine's Jabal Al 
kfo^bber. 

The Palestinian team was a late replace- 
ment in die group after Syria’s A! Honiefa 
anaoonced their withdraw^ 


Only the top nvo teams in eadi group anil 
advance to the se mifinal round. 

In odier madhes, Sanefi Arabia's Al Hilal 
beat Al RifaT Al Ma^nelu of Bafaram 24), 
Kuwait’s Kathma overwhelmed Yemen’s Al 
Wihdeh 4-1, Tunisia's Tarajjji beat Al ifilal of 
Sudan 1-0, iriiile Blnzdad npset Al Nas- 1-0 in 
the opening match of the toumament. 

Al Wifadads dd^adon inciiides 22 pfayms; 
Yousef Al Ammonri, Nasr Gfaandon r , Jihad 
Abdol Mone'm, Isam Mahmoud, Abdallah 
Abu Zame'h, Faisal Ibrahim, Samer Bahlonz, 
Snfyan Abdaliafa, Jaznal lifahmoud, Mnmr 
Abn Hantash, Marwan Al Sbamali, Khaled 
Al Majdalawi, Othman Barhoumeh, Adnan 
A! Tawii, Walid Mikha’D, Rafat Ali, Yaser 
Abu Johm, Mohammad Afif, Shaber Ham- 
dan, Mohammad Al Hawi and Hisham Abdul 
Miin'em. 

Schedule of Wihdat’s matches 

Monday 4/12 Wibdat-Kallmia 

Wednesday 6/12... WibdaC-Wihdeh 

Eriday8/12 .... WihdafrNire 
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Dow nhill champion wins opener 


VAIL, ColQiado (R) — Luc 
A^pband of Franc e «p CTfd 
defencB of his Wbdd Od 
downhill tWg in grand style 
ftid^, wimriiig file season’s 

taOe in dr ama fir 


Stratqicalfy cboosiiQ a In- 
ter start position b^ use at 
supeib co ndi tions, Alphand 
ra^ witbont etror frora the 
27lh staring spot to win with 
a rime of one m nwi te 3T3S 
jnxmiH 

Lbssc ^us of Ndew^ once 
agsin his fw*r career 

Wodd Qip victDCy; rinrHng 
1:38.47. ft was the d^nh 
time the Not vvLgiin has been 
nmner-np m a race. 

Patrick Oitfieb of Austria 

was tfanfi in i?3H.6T. 

Fourth place went to 
Xavier Gmmdet of Swhzei^ 
Imd in 1^38.74 and Fkedrik 
Njttagof Sweden was a snr- 
poring fifth fioB the 63rd 
start posiriai in 1:38.76. 

Anstiia's Roland Assh^er, 
a newcom ef who had raced 
well hi was sbcA, 

marfch^ as a to 

v ra tdi. 

Alphand was a coot, cahn 
and collected winner. 

*T h ad DO nerves,” die 
Fren c hma n sakL ^ was very 
T i-fan-ri anit «nnlr aH th*» w i^ 

I haJ no proUems at alL” 

Periups the most profiomd 
decision the 30-year-old 
veteran, bad to make (» a 
course that provided Btrie<fif- 
fienhy for the world’s best 
downfafllen was in 
his start number. 

Throi^^ioot the 

eamae ran ffwtfr for later 
uai I*!*, awfi Ahihand, as 
top-ranked racer, got to 
dnose fiesL. So lAat was hb 
iiuiMrifiif s tt a t ^ ? 

“Seven is my favourite 
number and 1 knew I wmned 
a p n ail W H m die 20s, so I 
pidted 27,” be 

Hesaidhefoitsoaiepresi- 
ure to defend the nnmber one 
ranking be enned last sea- 
soi, bB moceto db w^ as a 
rq a esentarive of the Fr e nc h 
team. 



FkMoe^ Luc A 

Bwridenerbb 


Biiiys a ride on Ae in the men^ World Cvgi downkdi in VaB, 
i fDlowing fail victory Cokndo (Renters photo) 


“Slmng doesn’t get nmdi 
attention in France. There 
are few jonznafists here and 
no TV. I want to do well so 
people win notice file team.” 
FOr K|ns, file outcome was 
bftteuweet- — Utter bec an se 

h iiwtrlwirf the gj gfcrti »wn#» , 

foorth this season, be has 

finirfwH wHnwI »wd iwiMPi rf 

Ins first World Qqi win, and 
sw ee t since he continue s to 
pfle np points toward a possK 
ble ovoaO tifie. 


Kjns, adio is {Rofident in 
an four cfisciplmes, now has 
36S points. 

“I (fidn*t believe I cpnld 
make a start like fius,'^ he 
said of a Worid Cnp b^fai- 

nmg riiat haa $eeO h™ finish 

nmner-np three times in 
giant slalCT and race swiftly 
m slalom as welL “It’s a 
(faeara come trae.” 

Kjns was particnlarly 
pleased that he was in top 
fonn for the first speed event 


of the year, an indicatkm his 
repertoire is oom{dete. 

If there was any dis- 
ap poi n tment on the poefinm, 
it came fron Ortlieb, the 
1992 01]Fmpic champion. 
Aided by fiB sl^ he was 
impeccaUe on the flat se& 
tion on the upper conise, a 
fiill seven-tenths of a secc^ 

faetgr riian Alphand 

But a series of 
caused bhn to squander it aS 
the way down the fad!. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 beefrexjms, 2 balhRX)ms, safoTL large Id^ : 
telephone, central healing, park^. Located in ' 
Shmetsani,..V)^ldngj distance to Safeway and 
business distriGt ! ! 

Please cairAnnemr Nefh at 681812' 


CAR FOR SALE - Customs duty unpaid 

BMW 528 i, 1982, green colour, leather 
seats, radio cassette, alarm system, 
excellent condition, ABS brakes, central 
_ lock, aluminium tyre plates. 

Tel: 846117, Qlen or Na 2 ih from 8 ajTL to 7 pin. 


k 




CHRISTMAS 







— cJ' fj 






^decorate® 

~ — fc -wL 

~Z"2 ■*-< wv” 


S aif if 


Our Pastry Shop is tr ansfor m ed into 
an. enchanting (jingerbread 
House fiBed with. Buthe de Noel 
and Christauts puddbngs... 

You can also pidt up a Christmas 
turkey complete uddi triat min gs. 






tJHKIb 1 MAd~. 
and the Miniott is bathed 
in die soft ^ow of caodld^t 
In Ae (3arden , a b aifire 
Hc Itf w htl^ tfy- 

of canls gendy ring / ^ 

ftomadioirof 

heavenly voices: 

"Merry Chrifiiiias to aU, 

Merry Cfaiistnias!", 





AMMAN 

HOTH. 

607607 


chabacto 

-fJ 
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U.S. gives Solana 
resounding okay 
as chief of NATO 


MADRID (Ageocies) — 
U.S. Secietsiy of State War- 
ren Oiristoiriier on Saturday 
hailed the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation’s 
(NATO) next secretary- 
general, Spanish Forei^ 
Nfinister Javier Solana, as the 
strong leader the alliance 
needs as it embaite on a risky 
mission in Bosnia. 

Mr. Christopber became 
'the hrst NATO foreign 
minister to meet Mr. Solana 
. since alliance ambas^ors 
selected him on Friday after 
weelB of disagreement over 
who should rrolace Belgian 
Willy Qaes, umo resigns in 
October over a bribery scan- 
dal. 

■ \Hth Mr. Strfana standing 
beside him, Mr. Christopber 
told a news conference that 
h^dent Bill Clinton and he 
were confident that the Spa- 
niard “would be a strong 
leader for NATO in one of 
the most important and diffi- 
cult periods of its tinie.'* 

“I believe the personal 
qualities that we ha^ sensed 
m him of strength, of high 
ability, of ability to bring 
people together, but also to 
riiow leader^p — ffiat was 
at rock bottom, I dunk, what 
motivated ns most,” he said. 

Nfr. Qiristopher flew, into 
Madrid for the launch on 
Sunday of a “new transatlan- 
tic agenda” between the Un- 
ited States and the European 
Union (£U), aimed at boost- 
ing dieir political and econo- 
mic ties. It win be signed for 
the United States ^ Mr. 
Clinton, who was due in the 
Spanish capital later on 
Saturday. 

^pain currendy holds the 
rotating preadeo^ of the 15- 
nation (EU). 

The secretary of state and 
Mr. Solana, who is due to be 
formally appointed to the 
NATO post next week, belid 
an Itoor of talks along with 
U.S. Trade Representative 
Mdcey Kantor. 

Mr. Solana emerged as a 
compromise candidate after 
Wa^iington vetoed former 


Dutch Prime Mmister Ruud 
Lobbexs, favonred by some 
European countries, and 
France made dear it would 
not accept former Dai^ 
Foreign Minister Uffe 
EUemman- Jensen. 

Mr. C hi i s lo ph er*s strong 
endofsement of Mi. Solana 
came despite opposition ^ 
key U.S. congressmen who in 
a letter to Mr. Qiiiton on 
Friday caDed die Spanmrd “a 
dedicated socialist with an 
extensive pnblic record in 
opposition to NATO.” 

Mr. Qitistoidier said Mr. 
Solana, his “oolleagne and 
friend,” had led ^Kun in 
giving support to other 
NATO nations by sui^ilying 
ground troops and airct^ for 
<^)cratioDS in Bosnia. 

The “outstanding choice” 
■of Mr. Solana was not just a 
tribute to him but “a compU- 
.ment to die road Spain has 
travelled,” be said. Spain 
only joined NATO in 1986 
and is not a member of its 
integrated military com- 
mand. 

Mr. Solana wQl take over 
the helm at NATO jnst as die 
alHance sends 60,000 troops, 
induing 20,000 Americans, 
to the Balkan state to inqile- 
ment a peace agreement 
reached 1^ month in 
ton, Ohio. 

“An enormous task remain 
ahead of us,” Mr. Solana told 
die news confere n ce, 
face the task of inqriementing 
die peace process and we also 
face the the whole recon- 
struction effort (in Bosnia).” 

He dianked Mr. Qurtst- 
(^her for the trust Washing- 
ton had placed in him, 
adding: “I am perfectly 
aware of the and 

challenges that the Adantic 
alliance cnrrently faces.” 

Tbe transadantic ^en^ to 
be signed on Sunday is aimed 
at pooling efforts to promote 
democracy around iIk world, 
combat crime terrorism, 

and work towards zeducing 
remaining trade barriers be- 
tween Europe and North 
America. 


Bot it falls wefl short of the 
transatlantic free trade area 
some European coun- 
tries have suggested. 

Mr. Solana has said peace 
in Bosnia after 43 mondis of 
war, tte extension of the 
aiHtmeg to Its one-time foes in 
Eastern Europe, re p resented 
his priorities as NATO chief. 

In an editorial in the Inter- 
national Herald Tribune on 
Saturday, he noted that when 
Spain was planning its EU 
presidency, it set as one of its 
^ioiities to give fresh im- 
petus to the transatlantic con- 
nection. 


'There is no doidxt about 
die prercmin enoe of our de- 
fence oommitiiients. But a 
sound transatlantic rela- 
tionship must also be based 
on a poitneiship in the 
many areas — p<^cal, eco- 
nomic, finandal, sdent^ — 
udiich we have interests in 
common,” he wrote. 

Mr. Solaria’s appmntmefit 
was dieered in Spain, with 
the conservative <^iposition 
Pc^mlar Par^ dedaring diat 
be deserved “the sqipoit of 
all Spaniards.” 

Tbe El Mundo newsp^ier, 
however, recalled Mr. Sima- 
na's stanndi oppositioir to 
NATO in the oriy 1980s, 
before the Spanish Workers’ 
Sodatist Party — to which he 
belongs — md a U-tum on 
die issue. 

If smneoiie had diooght at 
the time that Mr. Solana 
would be NATO secretary- 
general, “he would have 
been pot in an insane a^ 
lorn,” it said. 

The summit agreement 
that Mr. Clinton will sign 
toadies on trade barriers, 
te r ro r i sm , faumaiiitarian aid, 
environment, organised 
dime, and the pnnnotioa of 
peace and democracy in re- 
gions such as Bosnia and the 
Nfiddle East. 

The meeting vrifl indude 
Jacques Santcr, preadent of 
die European Commission,' 
and Spanish Prime Nfimster 
Fefipe Gonzalez. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ciller launches poll campaign on Internet 


ANKARA (R) — Turkista Prime Minister Tansu CSUer has 
launched her campaign for her reelection on Dec. 24 on die 
Internet, the daily Humyet said on Saturday. It said Ms. 
Oiler’s rite on dw Internet’s Woild Wide web gave tnief 
ittfionnation about Ms. Ciller and her Thie Iwth Fa^ 
(p'YP). Uie Internet page also provite nseis with Mis. 
Oiler’s economic targets, the DYP data bank and political 
manifesto as well as a passpoTt-rize {Ncture of Toikey’s first 
woman premier. 


Indian Airlines plane overshoots runway 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Passengers and crew on an Indian 
Aixfines fli^t made a Indcy escape with only four minor 
injuries Saturday after the ^ane lost its rriieds on landing 
and overshoot the runway. The Boeing 737, witii 102 
pasmgers and four crew, was landing at New Delhi's 
Indira Gandhi airport vriien its main v^eels came off on 
toudi down causing the plane to overshoot the runway and 
crash into a field, smashing the nose and ri^t wing and 
sparking a fire, witnesses and airport officials said. Fire 
engines and medical teams rnshed to the aircraft as 
passengers were evacuated from emergency chutes, but 
^found only four people slightly injured. “For a second we 
thought tte plane had crashed was going to explode 
because we saw a fire on its starboard wing,” a fireman 
said. India's Ovil Aviation Ministry ordered a full-scale 
investigation into the accident on the flight from Bombay, a 
government official said. 


Swissair denies seat to Salman Rushdie 


GENEVA (AFP) — British novelist Salman Rushdie, 
target of an assassination order from Iran's late Ayattrilah 
RuhoU^ Khomeini, was denied a seat on a Swiuair ffight 
to Zurich last month, a Swiss new^per reported Satur- 
day. La Tribune de Geneve, dting unidentifod Swissair 
sonrees, said the airiine felt that carrying the audior of 
“The Satmiic Verses'* would endai^er tbe lives of other 
passengers. A Swissair spokesman, contacted Saturday, 
said he was unaware of the inddeut and that it would not be 
posable to verify tbe imiort over the weekend. Nfr. 
Roriidie, who lives in Lonoon, was invited by Swim audiOT. 
Adolf Muschg to attend the Nov. 14 conference in Zurich. 
He was also to see Swiss Foreign Mmister Flavio Gotti and 
Interior Minister Ruth Drem^ daring tiie trip. Mr. 
Muschg told the newspaper that Switzeila^ had offered a 
private aircraft for Mr. Rushdie to travel on. but the audior 
turned it down. “He refnses to accept conditions that are 
imposed on him as a result of those who want kill .1^,” 
Kfr. Muschg said. 


100 died from AIDS in Iran since 1985 


TEHRAN (AFP) — One hundred people have died frxnn 
AIDS in Iran in the past 11 yeais and 211 others are 
infected with tte vims. Health Mmister Alireza Maiandi 
said Satur^y. 1^. Marandi, cited by tbe official IRNA 
news agency, said 175 cf thOK exposed to the AIDS vims 
had contracted it through blood transfosion, 11 t^u^ 
drags injection and 106 throng sexual encounters. 
ori^aoftiiel9 other cases were not ^ven in tiie report to 
mark Worid AIDS Day. Tbe first case of AIDS in tan was 
discov^ed in 1^ — a one-year-old baby had 
contraoed tbe disease through a transfiisioa of contamin- 
ate imported blood. Tbe authorities launched an AIDS 
awareness campaign five ye^ ago to fi^t the disease, 
.wiffBwag lng those infected widi die vims to seek help. The 
Health Nfiiustry has ui^ dentists, dinics, medical labors 
atories and bariier's sh^ to conform to h^th standards. 
It proposed marriage at an early age and faithfulness. 


Somalia 

militia 


battles 


kill 9 


MOGADISHU (R) — Fif- 
teen people were IdUed and 
many wounded in a flare-up 
of mterdan fidtdng near the 
war-battered Somali capital 
of Mogadishu, witnesses said 
ou Sahnday. 

The fighting e rupte d be- 
tween rr^ militiamen loyal 
to die Monisadeh and At^ 
dans in HhsUe village 60 
kilometres west of Moga- 
dishn on Friday, witnesses 
told Reuters. 

Militiamen armed with 
automatic rifles, 
uaduneeuns and recoUlesa 
rifles and fi^iters in “tedinic- 
al” battlewagons fought 
fierce battles to most of tbe 
day, dicy smd. 

In a broadcast on Satur- 
day, a south Mogadishu 
Raefio station whidi s u ffwrts 
faction leader Osman A£ 
Hassan Ato blamed forces 
loyal to his bitter rival, 
Mohammad Farah Aideed, 
for starting die violence “for 
DO concrete reason.” 

Witnesses said several 
homes were burned down, 
foidng dozens of Somati 
fiumlie s to flee. 

They said 15 pe<^le w e re 
killed and many were wound- 
ed in die fighting. 

The pro^Atto radio said 
ei^ pt^le had been kfiled 
in die firefly. 

Genera l Aideed and Mr. 
Atto, his former financier 
who broke away in Mardi, 
control different parts of 
soodi Mogadidiu. 

Last June suppoiteis of 
Gen. Aideed named him as 
president of the Horn of Afti- 
ca country wfaiefa has been 
by fiimiiie and 
between rival darn 
smee Preadmit Mrrfiammd 
Siad Bane was overthrown in 
1991. 

Radio Aideed, also broad- 
casting from sondi Moga- 
dishu, warned a senior Ei^ 
envoy on Sanirday that 
his security could not be 
guaranteed in any part dl the 
conntiy. 

It Sigurd lUing, the 


for Somalia, had “violated 
immigration rales for fore- 


igners. 


Parliament begins annual session 



A scene from Saturdays opening of the annual regular session of Parliament by His 
Majesfy King Hussein. (Below) His Royal Higlmess Cown Prince Hassan, Royal 
Court Chief Manvan A1 Qasem and senior Royal Court officials attend the session 


[(photos by Yousef Allan) 



Papandreou remains critical; 
speculation rife on successor 


ATHENS (R) — Greek 
Prime Minister Andreas 
Paj»ndreou looked set to a 
long stay in hospital on Satur- 
day, raising the qu^on of 
whether bis Socialist party 
would move to choose a suc- 
cessor or resign itself to wait- 
ing. 

A midday medical bulletin 
said Kfr. Papandreou, 76, was 
in stable conation on life- 
support systems but noted a 
new tube had been inserted 
in his stomach to feeding. . 
> Mr. ^paodreou was taken 
to hosjntal 13 days ago with 
pne^onia and is now in 
critical condition, being kept 
alive with support systems for 
his kidneys and lungs. 

Dooors have said Ins heart 
is woiting normally and be 
has suffered no brain damage 
so tiiat there is a rtianoe of 
recovery, although this would 
take a long time. 

Spealdng on condition of 
anonymity, doctors at tbe 
Ona^ heart centre have 
said that, even if Mr. Papan- 
dreou is weaned from the 
life-support systems, be 
would need months to recov- 


willing to come out publicly 
to start a leadeisbip cfaal- 
leoge. 

llus raises the question of 
bow long tbe socialists can go 
on witii a leader critically iD 
and heavily sedated in bo^t- 
al. 


Government spokesman 
Telemadios Hytns insists that 
DO one -will replace Mr. 
Papandreou, who founded 
tbe Pan-Hellenic Sodalist 
Movement (PASOK) in 
1974, and that until hb recov- 
ery Interior Minister Aids 
Tsobatzopoulos would stand 
hi for bim. 


Costas Sirnitis. a Pro- 
European economist, was 
fevomed by 17J per cent, 
followed by Pariiament Presi- 
dent Apostolos Kaklamanis 
with 12-7 per cent 
Mr. Tsohatzopoulos, who 
will stand in for Kfr. Papan- 
dreou at the European Umon 
summit in Madrid in Decem- 
ber, bad 6.7 per cent. 


But it is dear that intense 
powm-brokering is going on 
arouod Athens witii three 
principal candidates tiying to 
line up votes among tbe 
socialist parliamentary de- 
puties who would chose a 
new leader. 


But tbe biggest percentage 
of those polM, 23.5 per cent, 
said none of the abo^ pc^- 
dans should succeed Mh. 
Papandreou. Another 19.7 
per cent did not answer. 

Most political commenta- 
tors have sug^sted that the 
race will narrow down to Mr. 
Arsems and Mr. Sirnitis, with 
Mr. Tmbatzopoulos a possi- 
ble third candidate. 


er. 


They have said it would be- 
virtually imposable for him 
to cai^ out his official duties 
again in a normal way bot no 
pfomioent soemlist has been 


In the first opinion poll on 
the subject, published on 
Saturday, Defence Minister 
Gerassimos Arsems was nar- 
rowly fevDured to succeed 
Mr. Papmidreou. 

The private ICAP poD in 
the Athens area said 20.3 per 
cent of those asked opted for 
Mr. Aisenis, a U.S. educated 
economist, to take over the 
premiership. 

Former Industry Minister 


Raising tbe succession 
issue publidy is dangerous 
for any sodalist pohti^. 
Mr. Papandreou founded tbe 
party and broke tbe i^t’s 
post-war grip on power in a 
landslide 1^1 election win. 

He is Greece's most diar- 
ismatic post-war leader, com- 
manding a large contingent of 
supporters wto border on tbe 
fanatical. No sodaM wants 
to be seen as the one v/bo 
pushed Mr. Papandreon from 
tbe political scene against his 
will. 


Opposition 
fails to win 


any seat in 
Egypt polls 


CAIRO (R) Tbe ruling 
National Democratic Party 
(NDP) has won 124 out of 
137 seats decided so far in 
parliamentary elections mar- 
red by and opposi- 

tion cries of foul play, gov- 
ernment newspapers re- 
ported on ^tni^y. 


At least 13 pMple were 
killed in polling from 
Wednesday to Friday when 
preliminary results were 
announced, tbe daily A1 
Ahram quoted Interior 
hfinistry sonrees as saying on 
Saturday. 


Under the front-page 
headline “Victims of the 
thngs’ elections.” the omosi- 
tion Al Wafd paper said 20 
people died and 200 were 
injured in the violence. 

'‘The hegemony of the 
NDP thugs has increased tbe 
number of victims,” tbe pap- 
er said. “Egypt has never 
seen such bloo^ or violent 
elections sudi as these.” 


^ip^tion parties, which 
with one esmeption boycotted 
die last elections in 1990, 
foiled to win a single seat so 
far, according to interior 
mmistiy figures. 


Al Abram said 124 NDP 
candidates and 13 indepen- 
dents had won seats at die 
end of counting in 222 consti- 
tnencies, each of which sends 
two members to parliament. 


A second round of votii^ 
in 174 constituencies where 
no dear winner emerged to 
either one or both seats con- 
tested win take place next 
Wednesday to decide who 
win take the remaining 307 
seats in parliament. 


Bnt with only 41 opposi- 
tioo cundwtates left the NDP 
looks sure to maintain fts 
iKtid over Egypt’s leg^lative 
body with a sweeping major- 
hy. 


Analysts have predicted 
that the NDP wDold win at 
least two-thirds of the seats in 
pariiament, the figiro needed 
to pass any legislation and to 
reelect tbe president. 


Opposition parties have re- 
nted wide-scale abuses, 
im mass arrests of election 
agents to ballot box stuffing 
and violence and intimida- 
tion. 




Al Ahram said three peo- 
ple were killed on Friday 
alone in violence related to 
the hotly contested polls. It 
said a woman was killed and 
four people were injured 
near Belyana town in the 
southern province of Sobag 
in figbtii^ between suppor- 
ters of ri^ candidates. 


Police made 25 arrests in 
the Qahubiya region, north 
of Cairo, after 18 people 
were wounded in fi^tmg be- 
tween supporters of an NDP 
candidate and an indepen- 
dent. 


Seven policemen were 
among 14 more wounded in 
the same region when 
thousands of people pro- 
tested over tbe defeat ^tbeir 
candidate. The demonstra- 
tors cut off the main Cairo to 
Alexandria road until police 
intervened with tear-gas. 


Other protesters stoned a 
voting station in Gharbia, 
where seven people were 
wounded, while in the bfile 
Delta four policeman and 
another person were injured 
in dashes as demonstrators 
tried to set fire to a school 
used to polling. 


Amnesty back in Morocco after 1990 expulsion 


RABAT (R) — Hamao 
rights g roup Amnesty Inter- 
national on Saturday opened 
a two-day tanman rights 
woitsbop in Morocco, where 
it was tiuown out five years 
ago. 

“We are aware of tbe posi- 
tive steps Morocco has taken 
to inqnove human rights and 
we hope these will continue 
to treat tiie remaining human 
rights issues of coucera to 
Anmesfy,” said June Ray, 
Amnesty’s programme direc- 
to to the ^^e East 

Mr. Ray was among an 
Amnesty group winch was 
“asked to Irave'* by the gov- 
enunent while on a mission 
to Morocco in 1990. 

Human Rights Minister 
Mohammad Ziane, who 
attended the seminar along 
with Education Minister 
Radwi Ben Mukhtar, said 
tbe 1990 iiKident happened 
“in the old Morocco” before 


International bad not been 
easy and acknowledged that 


tbe groim's local repiescDta- 
' ‘ id n 


reflect to human ri^ts be- 
came enshrined in ^ 


fives bad not yet been autho- 
rised to operate although 
they were tolerated. 

He also r efe rred to a dis- 
pute with Amnesty over tbe 
group’s refusal to cede to 
Morof^ demands to stop 
mduding infoTniatioD in its 
reports obtained from the 
Polisario Front, which fought 
Morocco over tbe Western 
Sahara. 

In its 1995 report, the 
I^udoo-based grrap criti- 
rised the detenfion of 50 poli- 
ficai prisoners al^ou^ it 
welcomed the release of 
more than 350 prisoners 
under a iv'yal pardon. 

Amoesfy said earlier that 
the initiative, tbe first of its 
kind in North Afiics, was 
taken m die li^t of “positive 
steps which Morocco had 
tairen to promote respect for 
human rights. 


But Amnesty said in its 
report that it was still ooo- 
ceraed by continued to rt ur e 
. and ill-tieatmeat of detainees 
being bek) “in conunuiiicar 
do,” tte rqiMt ed deaths of 
four people in custoefy and 
the case of 300 **dis- 
in the Western 


told the seminar 
Among tho s e invited to 
a tte nd the op ening 
were a ^oup of women from 
the Western Sahara conspi- 
caons in their colomfal bug 
robes alentiy watdnng th* 
film wfakfa Gsjqilained tite Um- 
versal Homan Rl ^its Deo- 
laration in animated form. 


Mr. Ziane and Mr. Ben 
Mukhtar anDoiniced a jomt 
plan under which hum an 
rights education would be 
part of the national carrico- 
him in schools and colleges 
by 1998 after an experimental 
period. 


They said they came to 
seek help in securing the re- 
turn children and relatives, 
who disqipeared during tbe 
berivecD ttie Polisai^ 
io and Morocco over tbe 
Western Stdiara. 


con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Sane, in his opening 
rema^, ^knitted Moron's 
relationship with Amnesty 


King Hassan amnested 
more man 400 political pris- 


oners in 1994 in an attempt to 
improve Morocco’s image 
abroad. 


“It is the duty of sdioob to 
teach respect to tile lights of 
tite bancficapped, equality of 
the sexes and the rights of 
women as a way to social 
prepress,” Mr. Ben Mulditar 
said. 

'Teaching human ri^ts in 
schools rrill he^ the dnld 
face pressures at home, 
where he is subjected to cor^ 
poral punishment and mental 
cruelty and where he is di^ 
rived of edneation and ex- 
ploited to financia] gain.” he 


A woman who Identified 
herself as Zeida said Qihan g 
adio fought with the Polisario 

took her foor-year old daugh- 
ter Giu^ and she lud since 
received word her 
was in Cuba. 


“My dan^ter is now 17 
and 1 have not seen her since 
tbe Cubans took her. I be- 
lieve she IS on an island and 
all I have bad from her is a 
letter smufi^ to her aunt in 
Spain begging ns tt> take her 
oat of that strange land,” Ae 
said. 



Irish make Clinton 
a Freeman 


DUBUN (AP) — 
Presidem Bill Ointoo is a 
free man. The Irish said so. 
Mr. Clinton accepted a 
‘Treedoffl of the City” 
parchment scroll Friday 
from Lord Mayor Sean D. 
Loftus during a rally out- 
side the Bank of freland at 
College Green, once home 
to Ireland’s House of 
Lords. T am proud to say 1 
am now a Freeman of 
Dublin.” Me. Dinton said, 
reveling in an ebullient 
•crowd be called a “wonder- 
ful sea of Irish faces on this 
beautiful Irish day.” Status 
as a Freeman is now 
Dublin's highest honour 
for non-citizens, and it 
grants a few useful privi- 
leges that you just cannot 
buy. In in^eval times, a 
Freeman bad tax privileges 
and was entitled to protec- 
tion of tbe city walfo after 
sunset Modern benefits are 
harder to define, but as a 
Freeman, Mr. Clinton 
would be entitled to first, 
claim on a bed in the local 
poorfaouse should he go 
broke. And when Freemra 
die, flags in Dublin are 
lowered to half-mast Mr. 
Clinton said be understood 
that being a Freeman meant 


“you no longer have to pay 
tolls to the Vikings.” T’m 


going to try that on the 
internal revenue service 
when I get home. I hqie it 
will work.” Mr. Clinton 
said. Mr. Clinton is tbe 
63rd person to receive the 
honour, flrst given in 1 876. 


Clinton clowns ale, 
but only a half 


DUBLIN (R) — Real 
Irishmen drink pints. But 
President Bill Clinton, 
who Is. proud of his Irish 
heritage, was tired and 
drank only a half. “It's all I 
can manage at the 
moment" Mr. Clinton told, 
a reporter who infonn^ 
him that genuine Irishmea 
prefer tbe large glass to tbe 
smaller version. Nch* was U 
Guinness stout probably 
Ireland's biggest export, 
after its people. It was a 
rival bi^d. Murphy’s 
stout a similariy dark and 
rich brew. The U.S. leader 
brqke from a day of pro- 
moting peace and Irish- 
American links to drop in 
with a few membeis of 
CoD^ss at a Dublin bar 
bearing the name of his 
Irish ancestors. Cassidy’s, 
a quaint city centre bar, has 
no direct link to Mf. 
Gintoo's forbears — bis 
mother was called Vii ginia 
Cassidy-Kelly. But it was 
chosen for its proximity to 
Mr. Clinton’s official itin- 
erary and tbe family name - 
link and was a welcome' 
break after 36 hours of 
non-stop official business. 
Mr. Clinton was acconqn- 
nied by members of tbe 
U.S. Congress including 
Christopher Dodd and U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown. He was joined 
briefly by Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, who has also a 
hectic schedule. But she 
did not sample tbe local 
brew. “No, they won’t let 
me have any fun,” sbe told 
reporters wbo asked what 
Irish drink she h«r| ractarf 
“Blc^y typical. The 
wife's sent home eariy and 
he stays on,” said an 
Irishwoman outside the 
pub, one of hundreds wbo 
crushed the narrow street to 

catch a glimpse 
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Man with weapons 
arrested near 
White House 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A man carrying a rifle, 
ammunifion and a 
in the trunk of his car was 
arrested Friday as he drove 
on a street near the White 
House that was closed to 
unauthorised vehicles, 
police said. Melvin Doyk 
Glover, 63, followed a bus 
into tbe restricted area and 
later told authorities be did 
not realise it was off limits. 
A search of the vehicle 
turned up a .22 caliber long 
‘rifle, ammunition, a 
machetie and a knife. 
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